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       AFTER FOUCAULT 

 h e work of Michel Foucault is much read, widely cited, and 
occasionally misunderstood. In response to this state of af airs, 
this collection aims to clarify, contextualize, and contribute to 
Foucauldian scholarship in a very specii c way. Rather than of ering 
either a conceptual introduction to Foucault’s work, or a series of 
interventions aimed specii cally at experts,  After Foucault  explores his 
critical afterlives, situates his work in current debates, and explains 
his intellectual legacy. As well as of ering up- to- date assessments of 
Foucault’s ongoing importance in i elds such as literary studies, sexu-
ality studies, and history, chapters explore his relevance for urgent and 
emerging disciplines and debates, including ecology, animal studies, 
and the analysis of neoliberalism. Written in an accessible style, by 
leading experts,  After Foucault  demonstrates a commitment to taking 
seriously the work of a key twentieth- century thinker for contem-
porary academic disciplines, political phenomena, and cultural life. 

  Lisa Downing  is an internationally renowned specialist of his-
tory and theories of sexuality, who is currently Professor of French 
Discourses of Sexuality at the University of Birmingham, UK. She 
is author, co- author, and editor of scores of publications, including 
 h e Cambridge Introduction to Michel Foucault  (2008). In 2009, her 
interdisciplinary work was recognized by the award of the prestigious 
Phillip Leverhulme Prize (for outstanding scholars under the age of 
thirty- six). Her publications on gender, sexuality, murder, and per-
version have attracted considerable media interest, and she has most 
recently appeared on BBC Radio 4’s  h inking Aloud .   
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    AFTER SERIES   

  h is series focuses on the legacy of several iconic i gures, and key themes, in the 
origins and development of literary theory. Each book in the series attempts to 
isolate the inl uence, legacy and the impact of thinkers. Each i gure addressed 
not only bequeathed specii c concepts and doctrines to literary study, but they 
ef ectively opened up new critical landscapes for research. It is this legacy that 
this series tries to capture, with every book being designed specii cally for use in 
literature departments. h roughout each book the concept of ‘After’ is used in 
3 ways: After in the sense of trying to dei ne what is quintessential about each 
i gure: ‘What has each i gure introduced into the world of literary studies, criti-
cism and interpretation?’ After in a purely chronological sense: ‘What comes after 
each i gure?’, ‘What has his/ her inl uence and legacy been?’ and ‘How have they 
changed the landscape of literary studies?’ Lastly, After in a practical sense: ‘How 
have their respective critical legacies impacted on an understanding of literary 
texts?’ Each book is a collaborative volume with an international cast of critics and 
their level is suited for recommended reading on courses.  

   Published Titles 
    After Foucault: Culture, h eory and Criticism in the 21st Century    
   Edited by  Lisa Downing   
  University of Birmingham  

    After Derrida: Literature, h eory and Criticism in the 21st Century    
   Edited by  Jean- Michel Rabaté  
  University of Pennsylvania  

    After Lacan: Literature, h eory, and Psychoanalysis in the Twenty- First Century    
   Edited by  Ankhi Mukherjee  
  University of Oxford   

  Forthcoming titles 
    After Said: Postcolonial Literary Studies in the 21st Century    
   Edited by  Bashir Abu- Manneh  
  University of Kent     
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   It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.   

    www.cambridge.org   
  Information on this title:  www.cambridge.org/9781316506042   

  DOI:  10.1017/9781316492864    

   © Cambridge University Press 2018   

 h is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 

permission of Cambridge University Press. 

   First published 2018  

  Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.   

    A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.    

    ISBN  978- 1- 107- 14049- 3 Hardback   
    ISBN  978- 1- 316- 50604- 2 Paperback   

 Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  URL s 
for external or third- party internet websites referred to in this publication and does not 
guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.   
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    Notes on Contributors     

   Rey Chow  is Anne Firor Scott Professor of Literature at Duke University, 
USA, and the author of numerous inl uential books on modern litera-
ture, i lm, critical theory, and cultural politics. Her previous writings on 
Foucault can be found in her books such as  h e Protestant Ethnic and 
the Spirit of Capitalism  (2002);  Entanglements, or Transmedial h inking 
about Capture  (2012); and  Not Like a Native Speaker: On Languaging as 
a Postcolonial Experience  (2014). Chow’s work has appeared in more than 
ten languages. 

  Oliver Davis  is Reader in French Studies at Warwick University, UK. He 
is the author of  Jacques Ranci è re  (2010) and editor of a volume of essays, 
 Ranci è re Now  (2013). He co- edited a special issue of  Paragraph  entitled 
 Queer h eory’s Return to France  (35, 2) and a special issue of  Sexualities  
on bareback sex and queer theory (18, 1– 2). His work involves politics, 
philosophy, literature, history, cultural studies, and critical theory, in 
particular queer theory. He is currently writing a book which presents 
a genealogical analysis of the security society, starting at the Mettray 
reformatory. 

  Tim Dean  is Professor of English and Interpretive h eory at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana– Champaign, USA. He is the author or editor of six 
books, most recently  Unlimited Intimacy: Rel ections on the Subculture of 
Barebacking  (2009) and co- editor, with Steven Ruszczycky and David 
Squires, of  Porn Archives  (2014). He has a forthcoming book titled  What 
Is Psychoanalytic h inking?  

  Lisa Downing  is Professor of French Discourses of Sexuality at the 
University of Birmingham, UK. She is a specialist in sexuality and 
gender studies, critical theory, and the history of medicine. She 
is author or co- author of six books and numerous journal articles 
and book chapters and co- editor of six book- length works. Recent 
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authored books include  h e Cambridge Introduction to Michel Foucault  
(2008);  h e Subject of Murder: Gender, Exceptionality, and the Modern 
Killer  (2013); and  Fuckology: Critical Essays on John Money’s Diagnostic 
Concepts  (co- authored with Iain Morland and Nikki Sullivan, 2015). 

  Simon During  holds an Australian Professorial Research Fellowship 
at the University of Queensland, Australia. He has previously taught 
at the University of Melbourne, Australia, and Johns Hopkins 
University, USA. He is well known internationally as a critic and 
theorist, with essays and books on postcolonialism, cultural studies, 
British literary history, and secularization theory, among other topics. 
His monographs include  Foucault and Literature  (1991),  Modern 
Enchantments:  h e Cultural Power of Secular Magic  (2000), and 
 Against Democracy: Literary Experience in the Era of the Emancipations  
(2013). 

  Emma A. Foster  is Lecturer in International Politics and Gender at the 
University of Birmingham, UK. Her research interests include queer 
theory, international sustainable development policy, and development 
studies more broadly. She is the author of numerous journal articles 
and book chapters on these subjects. She is currently researching the 
dynamics of constructions of gender in international environmental 
policy in relation to the economic crisis, and the links between depo-
liticization and Foucault’s conception of governmentality in relation to 
international and British politics. 

  Nicholas Gane  is Professor of Sociology at Warwick University, UK. 
His current research addresses questions of banking, i nance, and 
crisis. His previous publications include  Max Weber and Contemporary 
Capitalism  (2012),  New Media: Key Concepts  (with David Beer, 2008), 
 h e Future of Social h eory  (2004), and  Max Weber and Postmodern 
h eory  (2002). 

  Robert Gillett  is Reader in German and Comparative Cultural 
Studies at Queen Mary University of London, UK. He is the editor, 
with Lisa Downing, of  Queer in Europe  (2011), and of the special issue 
of  Sexualities  on European Queer Culture (2012). With B. J. Epstein he 
edited  Queer in Translation  (2017). His articles on queer theory include 
one co- authored with Downing on the English translation of Michel 
Foucault’s  La volont é  de savoir . His monograph on the proto- queer 
German author Hubert Fichte appeared in 2013, and he has written 
numerous articles on queer in German and/ or German queer. 
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  Monica Greco  is a Reader in Sociology at Goldsmiths, University of 
London, UK and a fellow of the Alexander Von Humboldt Foundation. 
Her research addresses the political and ethical implications of concepts 
in medicine and psychiatry with a particular focus on psychosomatics. 
She is the author of  Illness as a Work of h ought: A Foucauldian Perspective 
on Psychosomatics  (1998) and of numerous articles on a range of topics, 
including health as a vector of neoliberal forms of subjectivity and 
self- governance, vitalism, and normativity; medical humanities; and 
performativity in relation to the problem of contested illnesses and ‘med-
ically unexplained symptoms’. 

  Lynne Huffer  is Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor of Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies at Emory University, USA. She received her PhD 
in French from the University of Michigan (1989), and has taught at 
Yale and Rice Universities. She is the author of four books:   Are the 
Lips a Grave? A  Queer Feminist on the Ethics of Sex  (2013);  Mad for 
Foucault: Rethinking the Foundations of Queer h eory  (2010);  Maternal 
Pasts, Feminist Futures: Nostalgia and the Question of Dif erence  (1998); 
and  Another Colette: h e Question of Gendered Writing  (1992). She is cur-
rently completing an artist’s book with Chicago artist Jennifer Yorke. 

  Jacques Khalip  is Associate Professor in the Department of English at 
Brown University, USA. He is the author of  Anonymous Life: Romanticism 
and Dispossession  (2009) and the co- editor of  Releasing the Image: From 
Literature to New Media  (2011) and  Constellations of a Contemporary 
Romanticism  (2016).   His recent book,  Last h ings: Disastrous Form 
from Kant to Hujar  (2018), is a study of rel ections on extinction and 
wasted life through literature, photography, and i lm. He is currently 
co- authoring a book with Claire Colebrook and Lee Edelman entitled 
 Unlivable . 

  Kay Peggs  is Professor of Sociology at Kingston University and is Fellow 
of the Oxford University Centre for Animal Ethics, UK. Publications 
include  Identity and Repartnering after Separation  (2007) with Richard 
Lampard;  Animals and Sociology  (2012); and articles in journals such 
as  Sociology ,  British Journal of Sociology , and  Sociological Review.  She 
is co- editor of  Observation Methods  (2013) and  Critical Social Research 
Ethics  (2018) with Barry Smart and Joseph Burridge and is assistant 
editor of the  Palgrave Handbook of Practical Animal Ethics . Forthcoming 
publications include  Experiments, Animal Bodies and Human Values  and 
the co- authored  (Not) Consuming Animals:  Ethics, Environment and 
Lifestyle Choices.  
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  Martin Savransky  is Lecturer at the Department of Sociology, 
Goldsmiths, University of London, where he directs the Unit of Play 
and teaches philosophy, social theory, and pluralistic politics and ethics. 
Working in the interstices of a variety of disciplines, Savransky is the 
author of  h e Adventure of Relevance  (2016, with a foreword by Isabelle 
Stengers) and co- editor of  Speculative Research:  h e Lure of Possible 
Futures  (2017), and has published widely in the i elds of social and 
cultural theory, pragmatist and process philosophy, and postcolonial 
studies. 

  Barry Smart  is Professor of Sociology at the University of Portsmouth, 
UK. Publications include  Foucault, Marxism and Critique  (1983, 
republished 2009);  Michel Foucault,  Key Sociologists series (1985, 
revised edition 2002);  Facing Modernity:  Ambivalence, Rel exivity and 
Morality  (1999); and  Consumer Society: Critical Issues and Environmental 
Consequences  (2010), as well as the edited volumes  Michel Foucault: Critical 
Assessments I  (1994) and  Michel Foucault: Critical Assessments II  (1995). 
He is co- editor of  Handbook of Social h eory  (2001) with George Ritzer, 
and  Observation Methods  (2013) and  Critical Social Research Ethics  (2018) 
with Kay Peggs and Joseph Burridge.   
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    A Note on Editions Used   

  Authors refer to and quote from dif erent versions of English translations 
of texts by Foucault throughout the book. h is can, in some cases, be 
attributed to the dif ering availability of certain titles in the countries in 
which authors are based, and in others to the preference of an author for a 
given translation of a work, or, indeed, to draw attention to word choices 
made in translation in specii c editions. 

 For these reasons, and for easy excerpting of individual chapters for use 
in teaching and research, each chapter is followed by complete references, 
in the form of endnotes, enabling each chapter to stand alone.    
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