
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-14014-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Religion and Terrorism
James R. Lewis
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

the cambridge companion to

RELIGION AND TERRORISM

There is currently much discussion regarding the causes of terrorist

acts, as well as the connection between terrorism and religion. Terror-

ism is attributed either to religious “fanaticism” or, alternately, to

political and economic factors, with religion more or less dismissed as

a secondary factor. The Cambridge Companion to Religion and Terror-

ism examines this complex relationship between religion and terrorism

through a collection of essays freshly written for this volume. Bringing

varying approaches, from the theoretical to the empirical to the topical,

the Companion includes an array of subjects such as radicalization,

suicide bombing, and rational choice, as well as specific case studies.

The result is a richly textured collection that prompts readers to critic-

ally consider the cluster of phenomena that we have come to refer to as

“terrorism” and terrorism’s relationship with the similarly problematic

set of phenomena that we call “religion.”

James R. Lewis is Professor of Religious Studies at the University

of Tromsø (Norway). A scholar of New Religious Movements, he

currently edits or coedits three book series and is the general editor

for the Alternative Spirituality and Religion Review. Recent publica-

tions include Violence and New Religious Movements (2011), Sacred

Suicide (2014), Cults: A Reference and Guide (2014), The Oxford

Handbook of New Religious Movements (2015), and The Invention

of Satanism (2016).
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cambridge companions to religion

This is a series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and

religious studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by

international scholars, which provide an accessible and stimulating introduction

to the subject for new readers and nonspecialists.
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