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DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE IN BYZANTIUM

For all their reputed and professed preoccupation with the afterlife, the
Byzantines had no systematic conception of the fate of the soul between
death and the Last Judgement. Death and the Afterlife in Byzantium marries
for the first time liturgical, theological, literary, and material evidence to
investigate a fundamental question: What did the Byzantines believe hap-
pened after death? This interdisciplinary study provides an in-depth analysis
and synthesis of hagiography, theological treatises, apocryphal texts, litur-
gical services, as well as images of the fate of the soul in manuscript and
monumental decoration. It also places the imagery of the afterlife, both
literary and artistic, within the context of Byzantine culture, spirituality, and

soteriology.

Vasileios Marinis is Associate Professor of Christian Art and Architecture
at Yale University. His research focuses on the art and architecture of early
Christianity and the Middle Ages, with particular interest in the ritual, litur-
gical arts, and material culture of these periods. He has published on a wide
range of topics, from Early Christian tunics decorated with New Testament

scenes to medieval tombs, graffiti, relics, and liturgical commentaries.
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A NOTE ON CAPITALIZATION AND SPELLING

For the capitalization of the places and states of the afterlife I follow the Oxford
English Dictionary (thus Hades, but paradise, hell, and gehenna). For the spelling
of Byzantine proper names I follow the Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. Even
though I aim for consistency, I beg the reader’s indulgence in cases of lack
thereof.
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