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Preface

This book was conceived in the context of “Turning Over a New Leaf:
Manuscript Innovation in the Twelfth-Century Renaissance’, a research
project directed by Erik Kwakkel and established at Leiden University
from 2010 to 2015. It fulfils the desire of both editors to make available
a synthesizing study devoted to all major subject areas of twelfth-century
manuscript culture in the West. In the autumn of 2014 a group of leading
scholars was invited to write chapters for this book. The aim was not only
to present the current state of research in the various subject areas, but also
to highlight the possibilities for new directions in the future. Moreover, the
chapters were intended to draw attention, insofar as possible within the
limitations of space, to the material features of twelfth-century manu-
scripts, an emphasis that was the driving force behind the “Turning Over
a New Leaf” project. The contributors were subsequently invited to a three-
day workshop held in March 2015 at Leiden University, during which each
chapter was presented and discussed. The result of this phased production
process, in which the authors built upon the input and expertise of their
colleagues, is a book that analyzes, for the first time, the full scope of
twelfth-century book and text culture in the West.

The editors wish to thank the following people and institutions: the
libraries that granted permission for the reproduction of images; the
contributors for their enthusiasm and willingness to come to Leiden and
critique each other’s work; the Dutch funding agency Nederlandse
Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek (NWO), which funded
the “Turning Over a New Leaf’ project and the workshop in 2015; Leiden
University Library for hosting the workshop; and Jenneka Janzen and Julie
Somers, who produced a discussion report that proved vital for writing the
final version of the chapters. This book is dedicated to the memory of the
Leiden codicologist Peter Gumbert (1936—2016), who was a respondent at
the workshop and an enthusiastic supporter of the “Turning Over a New
Leaf project.
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Becker, Catalogi

Benson and Constable,
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Avrchives d’histoire doctrinale et littéraire du
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Avristoteles Latinus: Codices, ed. G. Lacombe,
A. Birkenmajer, M. Dulong and

E. Francescini (2 vols., Rome, 1939, 1945),
with supplement, ed. L. Minio-Paluello
(Bruges/Paris, 1961)

J.J. G. Alexander, Medieval Illuminators and
Their Methods of Work (New Haven, CT,
1992)

J. J. G. Alexander, Norman Illumination at
Mont St Michel 966—1100 (Oxford, 1970)
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Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana

Manuscripts and Monastic Culture: Reform
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ed. A. I. Beach (Medieval Church Studies 13:
Turnhout, 2007)

A. 1. Beach, Women as Scribes: Book
Production and Monastic Reform in Twelfth-
Century Bavaria (Cambridge, 2004)

G. Becker, Catalogi Bibliothecarum Antiqui
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R. L. Benson and G. Constable with
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