
Forced Migration in the Spanish Pacific World

Nearly 4,000 Mexican troops and convicts landed in Manila Bay in
the Philippines from 1765 to 1811. The majority were veterans and
recruits; the rest were victims of vagrancy campaigns. Eva Maria Mehl
follows these forced exiles from recruiting centers, jails, and streets
in central Mexico to Spanish outposts in the Philippines, and traces
relationships of power between the imperial authorities in Madrid and
the colonial governments and populations of New Spain and the Philip-
pines in the late Bourbon era. Ultimately, forced migration from Mexico
City to Manila illustrates that the histories of the Spanish Philippines
and colonial Mexico have embraced and shaped each other, that there
existed a connectivity between imperial processes in the Pacific and the
Atlantic Oceans, and that a perspective of the Spanish empire centered
on the Atlantic cannot adequately reflect the historical importance of
the richly textured trans-Pacific world.

Eva Maria Mehl is an assistant professor of Latin American history
and World history at the University of North Carolina Wilmington.
Under her maiden name, Eva M. St. Clair Segurado, she has published
extensively in Spain on the missionary labor of the Jesuits in China
and the expulsion of this religious order from Mexico in 1767. She
is the author of Expulsión y Exilio de la Provincia Jesuita Mexicana,
Flagellum Iesuitarum, and Dios y Belial en un mismo altar.
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To my boys, Richard and Alex, for all the days and nights
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to Alberto Silvestre Gámez Garcı́a. Thank you also to the archivists and
staff at the Archivo General de Indias in Seville, the Centro Superior
de Investigaciones Cientı́ficas in Madrid, and the Newberry Library in
Chicago.

With Cambridge University Press I have had a remarkably seamless
and fluid relationship. I am grateful to Dave Morris and Rosalyn Scott,

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13679-3 - Forced Migration in the Spanish Pacific World: From Mexico to the
Philippines, 1765–1811
Eva Maria Mehl
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107136793
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments xiii

for their technical assistance and prompt emails, and particularly to my
editor Deborah Gershenowitz. The abstract of a paper I presented at
LASA in Washington, DC, in 2013 triggered her interest and marked the
beginning of our working relationship. I must have written a very awe-
some abstract. Her relentless faith and enthusiasm in my project have been
extremely encouraging, as it was her commitment to move the project for-
ward quickly. I am also in debt with the three anonymous readers who
challenged me to do a better job in matching my claims and my evidence.

The University of California Pacific Rim Research Program liberally
funded some of my archival trips to Mexico City, Seville, and Madrid.
A fellowship and small grants from the History Department at the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, also supported my project. Later on, insti-
tutional support and some resources from UNC Wilmington enabled me
to transform my dissertation into a book. I am fortunate to say that my
colleagues at the History department of this university have become my
professional family. All my colleagues have supported me in different
ways while completing this book. From the moment I was hired, Paul
Townend and Sue McCaffray have been my anchors for a wide range of
things. I am thankful to Lynn Mollenauer, Lisa Pollard, Mark Spaulding,
Bill McCarthy, Venkat Dhulipala, Nathan Crowe, and Glen A. Harris.
On the administrative front, Allison Lawlor and Tammy Grady have
done much more than just ironing administrative glitches.

My family is the center of my universe and I could never thank them
enough for being there for me all along. Without the support of my
husband Richard this book would have never seen the light. I am indebted
to him for his patience when so many weekends, holidays, and boat
days got away from us because I had to write and for taking care of
practicalities while I spend my days in my ivory tower. My heartfelt
thanks must go to my family in Ohio, who are in my mind often. To my
parents Clifford and Marisol, who from Spain try hard to keep up with
my professional and personal “adventures in the US,” and to my in-laws
Bob and Barbara who from Florida have always shown a keen interest on
my work and feed me very well every Christmas. Finally I wish to thank
my son Alex, whose existence has brightened every one of our days for
the last six years and whose questions, such as why I bother writing a
book that has no pictures, constantly put things in perspective.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13679-3 - Forced Migration in the Spanish Pacific World: From Mexico to the
Philippines, 1765–1811
Eva Maria Mehl
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107136793
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107136793: 


