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AAP Aam Aadmai Party
AISSF All-India Sikh Student Federation
ASR Anandpur Sahib Resolution
BJP Bharatiya Janata Party
BK Babbar Khalsa
BKI Babbar Khalsa International
BSP Bahujan Samaj Party
BTFK Bhindranwale Tiger Force Khalistan
CK Council of Khalistan
CPI Communist Party of India
CPI (M) Communist Party of India (Marxist)
DSS Dera Sacha Sauda
INC Indian National Congress (Party); the Congress Party
ISYF International Sikh Students Federation
JD Janata Dal
KAC Khalistan Affairs Centre
KC Khalistan Council
KCF Khalistan Commando Force
KLF Khalistan Liberation Force
RSS Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
SAD Shiromani Akali Dal. The faction leaders’ initials appear in

brackets: B = Badal; L = Longowal; M = Mann.
Synonymous with Akalis.

SC Scheduled Castes
SGPC Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee
ST Scheduled Tribes
VHP Vishwa Hindu Parishad
WSO World Sikh Organisation

Only abbreviations used regularly in the text are listed. In other cases the full title is given.
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Glossary

Akal Takht The seat of Sikh temporal authority; building
facing the Golden Temple entrance

Akalis ‘Immortals’; followers of the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) Party

amrit ‘Nectar of immortality’; sweetened water used
in the Sikh initiation ceremony

Amrit-dhari An initiated member of the Khalsa who has
taken amrit

ardas A formal prayer recited at the end of most Sikh
religious ceremonies

dera Camp or settlement
dharam Righteous behaviour, moral order; translated as

‘religion’
dharam yud A struggle for righteousness; a religious war
Five-Ks Five items, each beginning with k, which a Sikh

of the Khalsa must wear
Ghadar Revolt; party formed in Stockton, California,

USA, in 1913
ghallughara Great massacre
granthi Reader of Sikh scriptures
gurdwara Sikh temple
gurmata A collective decision by a congregation of Sikhs

arrived at in the presence of the Guru Granth

Sahib

Gurmukhi ‘From the Guru’s mouth’; script in which
Punjabi is written

Guru Granth Sahib The Sikh scripture; also known as the Adi

Granth; the holy book

Only terms used regularly are listed. Less common Indic terms are translated in the text.
Following McLeod (1997), Punjabi/Sikh terms beginning with a capital letter are not
italicised in the text.
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Harimandir Sahib The Golden Temple; also known as the Darbar

Sahib

Hindutva Hinduness; the ideology of the Hindu Right
Jat Punjabi agricultural caste; majority caste among

Sikhs
jatha Bands; military detachment
jathedhar Commander of a jatha
jathka Sikh method of killing an animal for consump-

tion with a single blow
kacha Short drawers; one of the Five-Ks
kanga A comb to keep the hair tidy; one of the Five-Ks
kara A steel bangle worn on the wrist; one of the Five-

Ks
kesh Uncut hair; one of the Five-Ks
Kesh-dhari One who keeps uncut hair
khande-di-pahul Ceremony of initiation into the Khalsa
Khalistan ‘Land of the pure’; an independent Sikh state
Khalsa The religious order established byGuruGobind

Singh in 1699
Khatri Urban Sikh trading caste
kirpan Sword; one of the Five-Ks; now symbolically

represented by a small dagger
langar Communal kitchen attached to a gurdwara
mahant Head of a religious establishment; the owner of

a historic gurdwara
miri-piri Temporal and spiritual authority; symbolised in

the two swords worn by Guru Hargobind; the
union of the temporal and the spiritual

misls Sikh military bands of the eighteenth century
Mona-Sikhs Sikhs who cut their hair; historically mostly in

the diaspora
morcha Campaign or agitation
panj piare ‘The five bellowed ones’; first five Sikhs initiated

into the Khalsa
panth Path, or ‘the way’
Panth The Sikh community
Patit-Sikhs Lapsed Sikhs
Punjabi Suba A Punjabi-speaking state; demand for which the

SAD led from 1949 to 1966
Punjabiat Punjabiness; Punjabi nationalism
qaum ‘People who stand together’; race or nationality
Ramgarhia A Sikh artisan of the carpenter caste

Glossary xiii
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Ravidasias Followers of the Ravidas dharam
Sahaj-dhari ‘Slow learners’; non-Kesh-dhari Sikhs
sampradaya A movement led by a succession of gurus
sanatan ‘Eternal’ and ‘everlasting’; a synonym for

Hinduism
Sanatan Sikhs Those who viewed Sikhism as branch of

Hinduism and sought to align the Sikh tradition
with traditional Hindu (i.e. Brahmanical) values
and social structure of caste

Sangh Parivar Family of Hindu Right organisations that
includes the BJP, VHP and RSS

Sarbat Khalsa ‘The whole Khalsa’
Sikh Rahit Maryada The Sikh Code of Conduct
Singh Sabha ‘Assembly of Singhs’; a reform movement of

Sikh renewal in the late nineteenth century that
propagated the Tat Khalsa ideology

Tat Khalsa The ‘true Khalsa’; radical members of the Singh
Sabha

vaisakhi A spring festival that now commemorates the
creation of the Khalsa
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