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Foreword by William S-Y. Wang £ 17T

Studies in the history of languages in the West may be dated to the famous
lecture in Kolkata by William Jones, when he compared Sanskrit with the
classical languages of Europe. Over the ensuing century and a half, the
comparative method and internal reconstruction, originating from Indo-
European studies, have been increasingly refined and applied to a great diver-
sity of languages across the world. These achievements have become the pride
of linguistics as a science.

In contrast, language study in China took a different trajectory, in large part
due to the millennia of centralized power structure of the dynastic tradition,
maintained through its nonalphabetic writing system. Although a pioneering
study of how words differed from region to region was reported several
centuries before the Common Era (Fangydn 775 by Yang Xiéng #5/),
scholarly attention has always focused exclusively on the Sinitic language of
the Central Plain, first recorded in the Oracle Bone Inscriptions three millennia
ago. The writing system that has evolved from inscriptions on bone and bronze
has remained the exclusive method to represent the language, in spite of the
deep influence of Buddhism early in the Common Era, with its original sutras
written alphabetically in Sanskrit. Unfortunately, the diversity of hundreds of
other languages that covered the Chinese landscape aroused little scientific
interest across the dynasties.

The Chinese tradition of language study has always centered on its writing
system, dating back some two thousand years to a dictionary of over nine
thousand characters (Shué Weén Ji¢ Zi st SCf#), preferably called ‘sino-
grams.” The spoken language, therefore, was studied through various ways
of grouping these sinograms according to their pronunciation at the time.
A primary purpose of these studies was for the analysis and composition of
poetry. An early rime book of some fifteen centuries ago first grouped the
sinograms by their lexical tone, then by their initial consonant, and finally by
the remainder of the syllable. (See Figure 1.1.)

Several centuries after that, rime tables were developed wherein various
phonetic parameters were introduced to describe the consonants and vowels in

XXX
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terms of their articulation and perception. (See Figure 1.2.) In this connection,
one might note that the science of musical acoustics had flourished much
earlier. People in China understood the relations between vibrating bodies
and the pitches they produce by the middle of the first millennium before the
Common Era — witness the ingenious design of the massive bronze bells that
can resonate at two different frequencies according to where they are struck.
By around AD 1600, a prince of the Ming dynasty (Zhii Zaiyu Z<#3F) had
published the world’s first account of the twelve-tone equal temperament scale
in terms of the twelfth root of two. Unfortunately, little of this acoustic
knowledge carried over to language studies. The vocal tract was never ana-
lyzed as an acoustic tube, and experimental phonetics never developed
indigenously.

Philological studies in the Chinese tradition reached their zenith in the Qing
dynasty, largely motivated by the desire to understand the pronunciations of
the poems of the Shijing #4%, composed three millennia ago. Scholars began
to distinguish types of evidence that support various types of conclusions
concerning phonetic events that took place over these three millennia, as well
as to invent many technical terms beyond the straightforward articulatory
descriptors used in the rime tables.

Some of these terms are traditional words given new phonetic meanings,
such as yin 2 and ydng [%, qing 1% and zhud ¥; others are more opaque, such
as she 1%, déng 2 zhudn 8, chongni 4, and many others. Much infor-
mation about language change that is of great interest to linguistics at large,
beyond Chinese linguistics as a subfield, has not been accessible to inter-
national scholarship because of these terminological hurdles. For the first time,
Professor Shen Zhongwei’s volume promises to change that. His discussion of
the phonological history of Chinese draws upon the relevant philological
literature in a most effective and lucid fashion, couched in the familiar
framework of modern phonetics, so that the lay reader will not become
disoriented by the forbidding terminology. This is an important contribution
the volume makes toward integrating Chinese linguistic scholarship into
international linguistics at large.

By the same token, this volume additionally makes an important contribu-
tion in presenting the phonological research of many Chinese scholars, who
have primarily published just in Chinese sources, and thus are not easily
accessible internationally. In addition to the well-known works of Wéng Li
F 77 of Peking University, Shen also draws upon the contributions of less
publicized papers of indigenous scholars such as L Zhiwéi 755, Mai Yin
47, Pan Wayiin #183, Yéu Rujié JHFLE, and especially the insightful
Zheéngzhang Shangfang HR5RMH 7. Integrated with Western publications,
starting with the great Bernhard Karlgren, who introduced the comparative
method to China, followed by works of Edwin Pulleyblank, Jerry Norman,

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107135840
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-13584-0 — A Phonological History of Chinese
Zhongwei Shen

Frontmatter

More Information

XXXii Foreword

William Baxter, Laurent Sagart, and many others, this volume offers a more
balanced account of the varied scholarship in this field.

Another important feature of this volume is the attention it gives to the
linguistic interactions in Northern China. Much of the discussion of language
contact in China has centered on the South and Southwest, with Tibeto-
Burman, Austro-Asiatic, and Austronesian. But such a focus neglects the
important linguistic interactions in the North and Northeast. These interactions
were especially prominent in the second millennium of the Common Era with
the Khitans, Jurchens, Tanguts, Mongols, and Manchus. The latter two peoples
overpowered and governed the Hans for many centuries in the Yuan and Qing
dynasties respectively. In recent years, Shen has pioneered research in this
neglected area with significant findings.

Shen examines these interactions between Altaic and Sinitic in this volume,
often providing source materials that greatly facilitate understanding of many
unfamiliar issues. As examples, Figure 5.1 is a rubbing from the Daozong Aicé
7B 57, an example of the Greater Script in the Khitan language. Figure 5.3
illustrates Tangut writing, both the phonetic and sinographic forms, from
Zhéng Zhong Zhii FHER. Most interestingly, Figure 6.2 is a comparison of
the Tibetan script with the hP’ags-pa system that the Mongols used in the Yuan
dynasty. One hopes that these source materials will fascinate the reader and
lead them to ever deeper studies.

Gathering these source materials in a succinct overview adds much to the
value of the volume, not only for linguistic knowledge, but also toward
understanding that complex segment of Chinese history at the beginning of
the Second Millennium, at the collapse of the Song dynasty. Shen’s study of
these materials has already significantly advanced our knowledge in dating the
origin of Early Mandarin, which was actually earlier than the received date by
more than a century. This breakthrough, which he achieved through investi-
gations of language contact, has been amply documented in his other writings
and summarized in this volume.

All in all then, Professor Shen Zhongwei has produced a volume that at once
presents a balanced account of what is currently known about the phonological
history of Chinese and opens a window for future work in the area with an
emphasis on language contact. Much fruitful fundamental research lies ahead!
Very few languages in the world offer the kind of time depth and rich cultural
history that is presented in this volume. It is a great pleasure for me to
recommend the volume most highly, not only to readers in linguistics, but to
all readers who are interested in a fascinating chapter of human history.

William S-Y. Wang F1:J¢
Research Centre for Language, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Hong Kong Polytechnic University
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As a first attempt, writing a book with this title brings with it unique and varied
difficulties. It is well-known that Chinese is a language that has an unbroken
written history of more than three thousand years. Firstly, unlike the alphabet-
ical spelling system of European languages, the Chinese writing system is
logographic, and so it does not reflect the sound of one’s speech in any
transparent way. The sounds of historical versions of Chinese thus must be
reconstructed by using the knowledge of modern linguistics. Secondly, the
quality of available source materials for different historical periods varies
significantly. This inconsistency in quality directly relates to the reliability of
various research results. It is necessary that before presenting and discussing
the research done on Chinese historical phonology, I discuss in depth the
quality of various source materials. I hope that a better understanding of the
source materials available for different historical periods can help the reader to
better understand the nature of Chinese historical phonological research work.
To me this is a more objective way to judge reliability, which is often blurred
by the more subjective interests and enthusiasm of researchers. Thirdly,
Chinese history is long, but the importance of each period to reconstruction
varies due to available materials. In this book, the phonological history is
presented in a commonly accepted way, with major periods defined by their
respective source materials, which show a significant difference from previous
source materials. Lastly, it should also be pointed out that not only are the main
source materials in Chinese, but the vast majority of studies and related
terminologies are also in Chinese. This is probably one of the main reasons
why Chinese scholarship is not well known to the scholars in the West, even to
those who are involved in the study of phonological history. Many of the
traditional terminologies represent how phonological studies were carried out
throughout history when there were no available phonetically transparent tools
such as an alphabet. It is quite natural that Chinese phonological research
historically centered on phonological categories rather than phonetic values,
which is almost a given in an alphabetical writing.

XXXiil
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XXX1V Preface

I began to work on this book in 2010 at the suggestion of Professor Alain
Peyraube of the Centre de recherches linguistiques sur I’Asie orientale
(CRLAO) when we met during the 18th Annual Conference of the Inter-
national Association of Chinese Linguistics (IACL-18) held at Harvard Uni-
versity. The original plan was to jointly write a book titled A History of the
Chinese Language. Due to a difference in the progress of our writings, we
decided to write separate books instead. My part is the book you are currently
reading, and Professor Peyraube’s part will be another book. I appreciate
Professor Peyraube’s invitation, otherwise I would not have had the courage
to take on such an ambitious project. During the course of writing the present
book, I received help and encouragement from many colleagues and friends.
Without them, finishing this book project would have been a lot more difficult.
For their professional help I would like to express my special thanks to
Professor William S-Y. Wang at Hong Kong Polytechnic University for his
comments, Professors Stin B6jiin and M4 Xiaofang at the Chinese National
Academy of Social Sciences for their assistance with the input of special fonts,
and the anonymous reviewer for the detailed comments and suggestions,
which provide an important perspective from potential readers. Finally,
I would like to thank my assistant for this book project, Mr. Jack Rabinovitch,
who provided valuable assistance in many aspects, including making tables
and indexing, as well as reading and editing this multi-script linguistic manu-
script. Of course, it is needless to say, all the views expressed and the errors
that remain in this book are entirely the responsibility of the author.

This book is an attempt to introduce the scholarship of Chinese researchers
to the West, where English is an academic lingua franca. In writing I have tried
to keep in mind both the general phonologist and specialist of Chinese studies,
as well as both beginners and experts. Due to the scale of Chinese history and
the difficulty of these topics, many of the research results in this book are based
on other scholars’ works. However, inclusion does not necessarily mean I am
totally in agreement with the viewpoints of the works presented in this book.
This book should be viewed as a beginning rather than the end of the
representation of the historical phonology of Chinese. As a Chinese proverb
says, this book is just an effort of pao zhuan yin yi Jlli#5| & ‘casting a brick
to attract jade.” I sincerely hope that more linguistic research results achieved
by Chinese scholars will be introduced in English and will enrich the general
discussion and understanding of historical linguistics.
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Major Periods of Chinese History

Period

Years

Capital city

Shang dynasty
Western Zhou dynasty
Eastern Zhou dynasty
Spring and Autumn period
Warring States period
Qin dynasty
Han dynasty
Western Han dynasty
Eastern Han dynasty
Three Kingdoms period
Jin dynasty
Western Jin dynasty
Eastern Jin dynasty
Northern and Southern dynasties
Suf dynasty

Tang dynasty
Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms
period
Song dynasty
Northern Song dynasty
Southern Song dynasty
Lido dynasty

Jin dynasty

Western Xia dynasty

Yuén dynasty

Ming dynasty

Qing dynasty

Republic of China
People’s Republic of China

1556-1046 BC

1045-771 BC

770-255 BC
771-476 BC
476-221 BC

221-206 BC

206 BC-AD 220
206 BC-AD 9
AD 25-220

AD 220-280

AD 266420
AD 266-316
AD 317-420

AD 420-589

AD 581-618

AD 618-907
AD 907-960/979

AD 960-1279
AD 960-1127
AD 1127-1279
AD 907-1125

AD 1115-1234

AD 1038-1227
AD 1279-1368
AD 1368-1644
AD 1644-1912
AD 1912-1949
AD 1949-present

Yin (Anyang)
Fenghao (near Xi’an)
Luoyi (Luoyang)

Xianyang (near Xi’an)

Chang’an
Luoyang

Luoyang
Jiankang (Nanjing)

Daxing (Xi’an)
Luoyang
Chang’an (Xi’an)

Bianjing (Kaifeng)
Lin’an (Hangzhou)
Shangjing (Linhuang)
Nanjing (Beijing)®
Zhongzhou (Beijing),
Kaifeng

Xingqing (Yinchuan)
Dadu (Beijing)
Nanjing, Beijing
Beijing

Nanjing

Beijing

“Shangjing (Linhuang) was ranked the first of five capitals of Liao. The other four capitals were
Nanjing (today’s Beijing), Dongjing (Liaoyang), Xijing (Datong), and Zhongjing (Dading,

today’s Ningcheng).
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Locations of Ancient Capitals of China

Yinchuan %

~ Kaifeng

' Zhengzhou

L ]
Xian Luoyang
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