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       THE BEGINNINGS OF ISL AMIC L AW 

  h e Beginnings of Islamic Law  is a major and innovative contribu-
tion to our understanding of the historical unfolding of Islamic law. 
Scrutinizing its historical contexts, the book proposes that Islamic 
law is a continuous intermingling of innovation and tradition. 
Salaymeh challenges the embedded assumptions in conventional 
Islamic legal historiography by developing a critical approach to the 
study of both Islamic and Jewish legal history. h rough case studies 
of the treatment of war prisoners,   circumcision, and wife- initiated 
divorce, she examines how Muslim jurists incorporated and trans-
formed “Near Eastern” legal traditions. She also demonstrates how 
socio- political and historical situations shaped the everyday practice 
of law, legal education, and the organization of the legal profes-
sion in the late antique and medieval eras. h e book highlights the 
unending process of legal change that is inherent to all legal tradi-
tions. Aimed at scholars and students interested in Islamic history, 
Islamic law, and the relationship between Jewish and Islamic legal 
traditions, this book’s interdisciplinary approach provides accessible 
explanations and translations of complex materials and ideas. 

  Lena Salaymeh  is Associate Professor (Senior Lecturer) of Law at 
Tel Aviv University. A prolii c author and frequent public speaker, 
she is currently writing on the secularization of Islamic law and the 
role of materiality in Islamic legal history.   
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    for amjad,  
  whose absence is painfully ever- present  

  and whose ephemeral presence was my supreme 
lesson in the essence of being    
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made to secure necessary permissions to reproduce copyright material in 
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to include appropriate acknowledgments on reprint or in a subsequent 
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