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CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

This chronology starts from 1854, the year of the establishment of the
reconstituted Colonial Office. The primary inspiration for the list of political
and literary events laid out here is the one provided in Neil Lazarus’s
Cambridge Companion to Postcolonial Literary Studies. As he notes, high-
lighting world historical events from the perspective of the formerly colon-
ized world means giving special place to acts of resistance and opposition to
colonial and imperial rule, which may not have necessarily had an impact
beyond the places from which they were launched yet were very meaningful
for the local actors. It also means providing a slightly different inflection to
certain significant dates in world history. The year 1945 is a good example of
this. This date immediately invokes the end of World War II and it is also a
date during which many significant changes were taking place in the for-
merly colonized world, not all of which had a bearing on war at all. And so,
in the same year, we find the following events:

e In Algeria, French repression of nationalists, triggering major uprising;
thousands killed.

¢ Revolution in Vietnam brings Ho Chi Minh’s Viet Minh to power; French
forces attempt to recapture colonial power; war ensues (1945-1954).

o Philippines liberated from Japanese occupation.

e Syria and Lebanon gain independence.

o Fifth Pan-African Congress held in Manchester, England; proclaims “right
of all colonial peoples to control their own destiny.”

The shifts in relations between colonizer and colonized, the alteration of the
global political economy, and the rise of different social agents all over the
world are best discerned when the chronology is read in comparative terms.
At the same time, the correlation of political to literary events is not always
self-evident, especially because there is often a lengthy time lag between the
occurrence of a major historical event and its representation in literature.
Some events have the effect of instituting a sense of immediacy that gets

X
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CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

translated into the literary-aesthetic domain in a short time. That, we might
argue, has been the effect of September 11, 2001, which just over a decade
after the event has spawned an entire cultural industry of representations.
For an event such as the Biafra secessionist bid in Nigeria (1967-1971), the
almost immediate profusion of literary representations gave way to a lengthy
period of quiet until the publication of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s Half of
a Yellow Sun (2007), which revisits the events from the perspective of
someone who grew up well after those events had occurred and yet had
her consciousness shaped by the stories that persistently circulated about
them. Such a revisiting also represents a reinterpretation of the historical
event from a different generational perspective, thus inviting us to return to
the event and see its potential world-historical significance in a completely
new light. We come to note, for example, the population dispersal that came
out of that war and that now creates the diasporic imaginary of an entirely
new brand of Igbo and Nigerians. This is but one example of the dialectical
relationship between what appears at inception to be a purely local event
and its more world-historical dimensions that come to the foreground only
with the passage of time.

Despite the fact that the Companion has as its central interest the post-
colonial novel in English, it would have been impossible to exclusively list
only events and literary texts that occurred or were published within the
Anglophone-speaking world. The Cuban Revolution, the Algerian liberation
struggle, and the Vietnam War have had such an impact on the imagination
of postcolonials everywhere as to merit inclusion. Similarly, Ralph Elison’s
Invisible Man and Toni Morrison’s Nobel Prize are significant literary
landmarks for all of the postcolonial world. A justification can also be made
for critical texts considered to be have had a significant impact on the field,
such as Vladimir Lenin’s Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism, Eric
Williams® Capitalism and Slavery, and Immanuel Wallerstein’s The Modern
World System (Vols. 1 and 2).

The literary chronology is built on three broad principles of inclusion. The
first has been to list texts from as wide a variety of postcolonial literary
traditions as possible. This has also meant establishing a balance between
texts from the former settler colonies of Canada and Australia and those
from the colored majority countries such as Nigeria, India, and South Africa.
Even though the inclusion of Ireland under the rubric of postcolonialism is
still considered somewhat controversial by some, there has been enough
comparative work relating Ireland to the rest of the postcolonial world to
justify the inclusion here of at least W.B. Yeats, James Joyce, and Samuel
Beckett, all three of whom have wielded a significant influence on postcolo-
nial writing across the world.

xi
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CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

When Nobel Prize winners are listed more than once, their dates of birth
and death (where applicable) have been entered against their names in the
year in which they won the prize. Other writers are listed according to their
countries of origin, except in cases where they are considered canonical in
the field do not have their dates of birth and death listed. The dates of the
founding of significant literary journals in the field from various regions have
been provided, along with those for the important literary prizes.

Political Events

Literary Events

1854
1855

1857

1861
1867

1873

1873

1875

1879

1880

1883
1884

Xii

-Reconstituted Colonial Office
established
-Britain annexes Oudh, India, and
establishes Natal as Crown Colony
-Indian mutiny over British rule;
siege of Delhi begins; Delhi cap-
tured; British enter Cawnpore
-American Civil War (until 1865)
-British North America Act estab-
lishes Dominion of Canada
-Republic proclaimed in Spain
-Abolition of slave market and
exports in Zanzibar
-Britain annexes Fiji islands 1852

-Britain buys 176,602 Suez Canal
shares from Khedive of Egypt

-British Zulu War: Zulus massacre
British soldiers in Isandhlwana,
British capture Cetewayo

-French Panama Canal Company
organized under Ferdinand de
Lesseps

-France annexes Tahiti

-Transvaal declares itself independ-
ent of Britain; Boers led by Kruger
declare a republic

-British decide to evacuate Sudan

-Berlin Conference of 14 European
nations on African affairs

-Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Uncle Tom’s

Cabin
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1885

1886
1887

1888
1890

1893

1894

1895

1896

1898

CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

-The Congo becomes a personal
possession of King Leopold II of
Belgium

-Germany annexes Tanganyika and
Zanzibar

-Great Britain establishes protector-
ate over North Bechuanaland, the
Niger river region, and south New
Guinea; occupies Port Hamilton,
Korea

-First Indian National Congress
meets

-First Colonial Conference opens in
London

-Suez Canal convention

-Britain exchanges Helgoland with
Germany for Zanzibar and Pemba

-Natal granted self-governance
-Swaziland annexed by Transvaal
-France acquires protectorate over
Laos

-Uganda becomes a British
protectorate

-British South Africa Company ter-
ritory south of Zambezi becomes
Rhodesia

-Cuba fights Spain for its
independence

-France annexes Madagascar

-Russia obtains lease of Port Arthur,
China; Britain, the lease of Kowloon
-United States declares war on Spain
over Cuba; Americans destroy
Spanish fleet at Manila; Treaty of
Paris between United States and
Spain; Spain cedes Cuba, Puerto
Rico, Guam, and the Philippines for
$20 million

1882

1883

-James Joyce, Irish
novelist, born (died

1941)

-Oliver Schreiner
(South Africa), The
Story of an African

Farm

xiii
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CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

1899 -Philippines demand independence
from United States
1900 -Commonwealth of Australia
created
1901 -Edmund Barton inaugurated as first
Prime Minister of Commonwealth
of Australia
-The Boers begin organized guerilla
warfare
-Cuba Convention makes country a
U.S. protectorate
1902 -Colonial Conference meets in
London
-First meeting of Committee of
Imperial Defense
1903 -British complete conquest of 1894 -Rudyard Kipling,
Northern Nigeria The Jungle Book
-King Edward VII visits Paris;
French President Loubet visits
London, the “Entente Cordiale”

established

1904 -Hereros and Hottentots revolt in 1897 -Joseph Conrad,
German South-West Africa until The Nigger of the
1908 Narcissus

1905 -Sinn Fein Party founded
-Alberta and Saskatchewan become
provinces of Canada
1906 -South Africa Bambatha (Zulu
uprising), begins as protest against
poll tax
-Algeciras Conference gives France
and Spain control of Morocco
-Self-government granted to the
Transvaal and Orange River
colonies
-U.S. troops occupy Cuba (until
1909) after reconciliation following
Liberal revolt fails
1907 -New Zealand becomes a dominion 1899 -Joseph Conrad,
within the British Empire Heart of Darkness

Xiv
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1908

1909

1910

I9I1I

1913

1914

CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

Britain grants dominion status to its
self-governing (white) colonies

-Leopold II transfers the Congo (his
private possession since 1885) to
Belgium

-Union of South Africa established
-Dutch establish rule in Bali

-Anglo—German discussions on con-
trol of Baghdad Railroad

-India: Morely-Minto reforms

-U.S. troops occupy Nicaragua (until

1925)

-Egyptian Premier Boutros Ghali
assassinated

-Union of South Africa becomes a
dominion within the British Empire
with Louis Botha as premier
-W_.E.B. Du Bois founds National
Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) in United
States

-Start of the Mexican revolution
-Korea: annexation by Japan (colo-
nial rule until 1945)

-China: Revolution ends imperial
regime, establishes provisional
republic

-Mahatma Gandhi, leader of Indian
Passive Resistance Movement,
arrested

-South Africa: Native Land Act
-Northern and Southern Nigeria
united

1900

1901

1902

1903

1904

1907

1908

-Rudyard Kipling,
The White Man’s
Burden

-Joseph Conrad,
Lord Jim

-Solomon T. Plaatje
(South Africa),
Boer War Diary

-José Enrique Rodé
(Uruguay), Ariel

-Rudyard Kipling,
Kim

-Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature established

-J.A. Hobson,
Imperialism

-E.D. Morel, The
Congo Slave State

-Joseph Conrad,
Nostromo

-Rudyard Kipling,
Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature (20 Dec.
1865-18 Jan. 1936),

-Rabindranath
Tagore (India),

XV
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—Gener.a! Zamon becomes President Home and the
of Haiti World
-Start of World War I . 1909 -Mohandas K.
-Gandhi returns to India and sup- Gandhi (India),
ports government Hind Swaraj
1915 -Ceylon: Sinhala anti-Muslim riot;
colonial government declares mar-
tial law
-U.S. troops occupy Haiti
1916 -T.E. Lawrence (“Lawrence of
Arabia”) appointed British political
and liaison officer to Emir Faisal’s
army
1917 -United States purchases Dutch West
Indies
-Bolshevik Revolution first erupts in
St. Petersburg
-Balfour Declaration promises a
“national home” for Jews in Pales-
tine and protection of civil and reli-
gious rights of non-Jews in the
territory
1918 -British government abandons Home 1911 -Iliya Abu Madi
Rule for Ireland (Lebanon), The
-Armistice treaty signed, brings First Memorial of the
World War to an end Declaration Past
of the Irish Republic -J.E. Casely-Hay-
ford (Gold Coast),
Ethiopia Unbound
-Muhammad Igbal
(India), Complaint
1919 -Peace Conference opens in 1912 -Léon Damas born
Versailles (died 1978)
-German colonies in Africa to Brit- 1913 -Rabindranath
ain, France, and Belgium as Tagore (India),
Mandates Nobel Prize for Lit-
-India: Montagu—-Chelmsford erature (7 May
reforms permitting limited self-gov- 1861—7 Aug. 1941)
ernment; Rowlatt Act gives police 1914 -E.R. Burroughs:
wide powers to investigate and Tarzan of the Apes
xvi
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CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS

prosecute opposition; Gandhi calls
for all-India mass protest move-
ment; massacre of civilians at Jal-
lianwallah Bagh in Amritsar
-President Wilson presides over first
League of Nations meeting in Paris
-War between British, Indian, and
Afghan forces

-Edward Carson demands repeal of
Home Rule in Ireland

-U.S. House of Representatives
moves to curtail immigration
-Third British-Afghan War

-First Palestinian National Congress
rejects Balfour Declaration, calls for
Arab independence

-In Paris, League of Nations comes
into being

-Government of Ireland Act passed
by British Parliament Northern and
Southern Ireland each to have own
Parliament

-India: Gandhi launches Non-
Cooperation Movement
-Indonesia: Communist Party (PKI)
formed

-First Indian Parliament meets
-Winston Churchill becomes Colo-
nial Secretary

-Britain and Ireland sign peace treaty
-Lord Reading appointed Viceroy of
India, succeeding Lord Chelmsford
-Ireland: outbreak of civil war (until
1921)

-Gandhi sentenced to six years
imprisonment for civil disobedience
-League of Nations approves man-
dates for Egypt and Palestine
-Declaration of Irish Free State
-Arab Congress at Nablus rejects
British mandate for Palestine

1920

1921

1922

1915

1916

1917

1918

1919

1920

-Gabriela Mistral
(Chile), Sonnets of
Death

-Nikolai Bukharin,
Imperialism and
World Economy

-Mariano Azuela
(Mexico), The
Underdogs

-Rabindranath
Tagore (India),
Nationalism

-Yi Kwang-su
(Korea),
Heartlessness

-Vladimir Lenin,
Imperialism: The
Higbest Stage of
Capitalism

-U.S. Post Office
burns installments
of James Joyce’s
Ulysses published
in Little Review

-Chu Yo-han
(Korea), Fireworks
-Albert Memmi
born (15 Dec.)

xvil
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-Mustafa Kemal proclaims Turkey a

republic

-Irish Free State officially proclaimed

1924 -India: communalist violence
between Hindus and Muslims;
Gandhi begins hunger strike as a
“penance and a prayer”

1925 -Cyprus becomes a British Crown
Colony
-British Dominions office established

1927 -International Conference Against
Imperialism and Colonial Oppres-
sion, Brussels

1928 -Italy signs 20-year treaty of friend-
ship with Ethiopia

1929 -Inter-Americas Treaty of Arbitra-
tion signed in Washington
-Nigeria: Aba women’s riots
-Geneva Convention signed, regu-
lating treatment of prisoners of war

1930 -India: Gandhi launches Civil Dis-
obedience Movement
-Vietnam: peasant uprising, coin-
cides with formation of Communist
Party

1931 -British Commonwealth of Nations
created

Xviil

1921 -Frederick Lugard,
The Dual Mandate
in British Tropical
Africa

1922 -Herman Hesse,
Siddartha
-Frederick Lugard,
The Dual Mandte
in British Tropical
Africa
-M.N. Roy (India),
India in Transition

-René Maran (Mar-
tinique), Batouala

1923 -William Butler
Yeats (Ireland),
Nobel Prize for Lit-
erature (13 June
1865-28 Jan. 1939)

-Albert Sarraut, The
Economic Devel-
opment of the
French Colonies

1924 -EM Forester, A
Passage to India

-Pablo Neruda
(Chile), 2o Love
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1932 -Indian Congress declared illegal;
Gandhi arrested

1933 -U.S. congress votes independence
for Philippines

1934 -Gandhi suspends civil disobedience
campaign in India

1935 -Mussolini’s forces invade and
occupy Ethiopia
-Passage of Government of India Act

1936 -Eruption of Spanish Civil War
-Palestine: Arab revolt (1939), pro-
testing British rule and disposses-
sions cause by Zionist settlement;

1925

1926

1927

1928

1929

Poems and a Song
of Despair

-Thomas Mofolo
(Lesotho), Chaka
-H6 Chi Minh
(Vietnam), Colon-
ization of Trial
-Ricardo Giiraldes
(Argentina), Don
Segundo Sombra
-Martin Luis Guz-
man (Mexico), The
Eagle and the
Serpent

-Thomas Mofolo
(South Africa),
Chaka

-André Gide,
Voyage to the
Congo

-Taha Husain
(Egypt), The Days
(Vol. 2, 1939)
-José Vasconcelos,
Calderon (Mexico),
The Cosmic Race

-Edouard Glissant
born

-Mario de Andrade
(Brazil), Macunaima
-José Carlos Maria-
tegui, Seven Essays
towards an Inter-
pretation of Peru-
vian Reality

-Taha Hussein, The
Days (3 vols.,

1929-1967)
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crushed by British, with more than
1,000 Palestinian deaths
1937 -Jamaica: riots against British rule 1930 -Chinua Achebe
(until 1938) born (died 2013)
-Trinidad: nationalist riots -Mao Tse-tung
(China), “A Single
Spark Can Start a
Prairie Fire”
-Launch of Negri-
tude movement in
Paris by Franco-
phone intellectuals
including Léopold
Sédar Senghor,
Aimé Césaire, and
Léon Damas
-Nicolas Guillén
(Cuba), Son
Montifs
-Solomon T. Plaatje
(South Africa),
Mbudi
1938 -U.S. Supreme Court rules the Uni- 1932 -Evelyn Waugh,
versity of Missouri Law School Black Mischief
must admit black students because -Gregorio Lopez y
of lack of other facilities in the area Fuentes (Mexico),
-President Roosevelt recalls Ameri- The Land
can ambassador to Germany; Ger- -Ahmad Shawqi
many recalls ambassador to the (Egypt), Diwan
United States
1939 -Start of World War II 1933 -Mulk Raj Anand
(India),
Untouchable
-Tewfiq al-Hakim
(Egypt), People of
the Cave
-Claude McKay
(Jamaica), Banana
Bottom
-Mao Tun (China),
Midnight

XX
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-Gilberto Freyre,
The Master and the
Slaves
1941 -Ethiopia: Allies capture Addis
Ababa, allowing Haile Selassie to
return after a five-year absence
1942 -India: Gandhi launches Quit India 1934 -George Orwell,

Movement Burmese Days

-Japanese forces capture Singapore, -Jorge Icaza (Ecua-

Java, Burma, and the Philippines dor), Huasipungo

and attack Solomon Islands and -Alfred Mendes

Papua New Guinea (Trinidad), Pitch
Lake

1935 -Jorge Luis Borges
(Argentina), A Uni-
versal History of

Infamy
-Mulk Raj Anand
(India),
Untouchable
1943 -India: armed struggle under leader- 1936 -Mao Tse-tung,
ship of Subhas Chandra Bose Problems of Strat-
launched against British forces in egy in China’s
the northeast; devastating famine in Revolutionary War
Bengal (until 1944) kills estimated 4 -Jayaprakash Nara-
million people yan (India), Why
Socialism
-Jawarharlal Nehru,
An Autobiography

-Manik Bandopad-
hyay (India), The
History of Puppets
-C.L.R. James
(Trinidad), Minty
Alley

-Lao She (China),
Camel Hsiang-tzu

-Premchand (India),
The Gift of a Cow

1944 -Vietnam: major famine kills 2 mil-
lion people

XxXi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107132818
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13281-8 - The Cambridge Companion to the Postcolonial Novel
Ato Quayson

Frontmatter
More information
CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS
-United States: Bretton Woods con-
ference; foundation of International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank
1945 -End of World War II 1937 -Karen Blixen (Den-
-United States drops nuclear bombs mark), Out of Africa
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in -Hafiz Ibrahim
Japan, leading to surrender of (Egypt), Diwan
Japan -R.K. Narayan
-Algeria: French repression of (India), The Bach-
nationalists, triggering major upris- elor of Arts
ing; thousands killed -Siburapha (Thai-
-Revolution in Vietnam brings Ho land), Behind the
Chi Minh’s Viet Minh to power; Painting
French forces attempt to recapture 1938 -C.L.R. James, The
colonial power; war ensues (until Black Jacobins
1954) -Jomo Kenyatta
-Philippines liberated from Japanese (Kenya), Facing
occupation Mount Kenya
-Syria, Lebanon gain independence -D.O. Fagunwa
-Fifth Pan-African Congress held in (Nigeria), The
Manchester, England, proclaims Forest of a Thou-
“right of all colonial peoples to sand Daemons
control their own destiny” -Raja Rao (India)
Kanthapura
1939 -James Joyce, Finni-
gan’s Wake
-Margaret Atwood
born
-Joyce Cary, Mr
Johnson

-Aimé Césaire (Mar-
tinique), “Note-
book of a Return to
the Native Land”
1940 -Australian journal
Meanjin established
-Fernando Ortiz
(Cuba), Cuban
Counterpoint:
Tobacco and Sugar

XxXii
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1946 -United Nations convenes for the 1941 -H.LE Dhlomo
first time (South Africa),
-Thailand: military overthrows Valley of a Thou-
nationalist leader Pridi sand Hills
Phanomyong -Edgar Mittelholzer
-Philippines gains independence (Guyana), Corten-
tyne Thunder
-Ibrahim Tuqan
(Palestine), Diwan
1942 -Albert Camus, The
Outside
1947 -India is proclaimed independent 1943 -Ishag Musa al-
and partitioned into India and Husaini (Palestine),
Pakistan; hundreds of thousands die A Chicken’s
in intercommunal violence; esti- Memoirs
mated 8.5 million refugees cross 1944 -José Maria Argue-
border in both directions das (Peru), Every-
-Palestine: UN announces plans for one’s Blood
partition, granting bulk of land to -Ismat Chughtai
Jewish population (India), The Quilt
-Burma: U Aung San, hero of the and Other Stories
independence movement is -Jacques Roumain
assassinated (Haiti), Masters of
the Dew
-Eric Williams, Cap-
italism and Slavery
1948 -Gandhi assassinated 1945 -Gabriela Mistral

-State of Israel comes into existence
-Indo-Pakistan war over disputed
Kashmir

-British Citizenship Act grants Brit-
ish passports to all Commonwealth
citizens

-Burma, Sri Lanka (Ceylon) gain
independence

-South Africa: Afrikaner Nationalist
Party comes to power, implements
policy of apartheid

-UN adopts Declaration of Human
Rights

(Chile), Nobel Prize
for Literature (7
April 1889-10 Jan.
1957)

-Gopinath Mohanty
(India), Paraja

xXiii
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1949 -India adopts constitution as federal
republic
-Holland transfers sovereignty to
Indonesia; France to Vietnam
-The Commonwealth of Nations is
formerly constituted comprising
mostly former territories of the
British Empire.
1950 -Outbreak of U.S.-Korea war (until
1953); casualties top 1 million
-China invades Tibet, assumes
control
-Indonesia gains independence
under Sukarno
-Jordan annexes West Bank,
absorbing 600,000 Palestinians
1951 -Libya gains independence
-Egypt launches guerilla war against
British forces in the Suez Canal
Zone
-Iran nationalizes its oil industry

1952 -Honolulu Conference of three-
power Pacific Council (Australia, the
United States, and New Zealand)
-South Africa: African National
Congress launches Defiance
Campaign

XX1vV

1946

1947

1948

-Jawaharlal Nehru
(India), The Dis-
covery of India
-Peter Abrahams
(South Africa),
Mine Boy

-Salman Rushdie
born

-Jawaharlal Nehru
delivers “Tryst with
Destiny” speech
-Babani Bhatta-
charya (India), So
Many Hungers!
-Birago Diop (Sene-
gal), Tales of
Amadou Koumba
-Suryakant Tripathi
“Nirala” (India),
The Earthly
Knowledge

-Badr Shakir al-
Sayyab (Iraq),
Withered Fingers

-Graham Greene,
The Heart of the
Matter

-Alan Paton (South
Africa), Cry, the
Beloved Country
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-Kenya: State of Emergency declared
as anticolonial insurrection (“Mau
Mau”) intensifies

-Vietnam: France launches massive
offensive against Viet Minh forces

-London Conference of Common-
wealth prime ministers

-Cuba: Fidel Castro leads abortive
assault on Moncada Baracks in
Santiago de Cuba; many of the
militants are killed, others, includ-
ing Castro, are captured

-British Guiana: uprising, led by
People’s Progressive Party, against
colonialism; put down by military
force; constitution suspended

1954 -Start of Algerian War of Independ-

ence (until 1962)

-Vietnamese army led by Ho Chi
Minh defeats French colonial
forces; France sues for peace; Viet
Minh take Hanoi take Hanoi
-Egypt: Gamel Abdel Nasser takes
power

-Algeria: war of independence
begins (until 1962)

1955 -Bandung Conference of independ-

ent Asian and African states;

1949

1950

1951

1952

-G. V Desani
(India), All About
H Hatterr

-Saadat Hasan
Manto (Pakistan),
“Toba Tek Singh”

-Jean-Paul Sartre,
“Black Orpheus”

-Miguel Angel
Asturias (Guate-
mala), Men of Maize

-Alejo Carpentier
(Cuba), The
Kingdom of This
World

-Khalil Mutran
(Lebanon), Diwan
-V.S. Reid (Jamaica),
New Day

-Pablo Neruda
(Chile), Canto
général
-Octavio Paz, Laby-
rinth of Solitude
-Doris Lessing, The
Grass Is Singing
-Aimé Césaire,
Discourse on
Colonialism

-Nirad C. Chaud-
huri (India), The
Autobiography of
an Unknown India

-Samuel Beckett,
Waiting for Godot

XXV
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declaration upholds principles of -Frantz Fanon,
national sovereignty, human rights, Black Skin, White
and equality among states Masks
-South Africa: Freedom Charter -Ralph Ellison,
adopted at Congress of the People Invisible Man
-Ralph de Boissiére
(Trinidad), Crown
Jewel
-Andrée Chedid
(Egypt), From Sleep
Unbound
-Mochtar Lubis
(Indonesia), A
Road with No End
-Amos Tutuola
(Nigeria), The
Palm-Wine
Drinkard

1956 -Sudan proclaimed independent 1953 -Fidel Castro
democratic republic (Cuba), “History
-Nasser nationalizes Suez Canal; will absolve me”
Egypt invaded by Israel, with Brit- -Alejo Carpentier
ish and French support (Cuba), The Lost
-Fidel Castro lands in Cuba with Steps
intent to overthrow dictator Ful- -George Lamming
gencio Batista (Barbados), In the
-Morocco, Tunisia gain Castle of My Skin
independence -Camara Laye
-Yemen: anti-British strikes in Aden; (Guinea), The Afri-
clashes between British and Yemeni can Child
troops -Roger Mais
-Hungary: anti-Stalinist uprising (Jamaica), The
crushed by Soviet troops Hills Were All
-China: Mao introduces “Hundred Joyful Together
Flowers” campaign (“Let a hun-
dred flowers bloom, let a hundred
schools of thought”)

1957 -Gold Coast gains independence, 1954 -Sahitya Akademi
changing its name to Ghana Award established
-Peninsular Malaya becomes
Malaysia in 1963 with

XXV1
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incorporation of Sarawak, Sabah -Samira ‘Azzam

and Singapore) (Palestine), Little

-Indonesia: Sukarno declares martial Things

law; revoked in 1963 -Martin Carter

-Algeria: Battle of Algiers (Guyana), Poems
of Resistance
-Driss Chraibi
(Morocco), The
Simple Past
-Kamala Markan-
daya (India),
Nectar in a Sieve
-Nicanor Parra
(Chile), Poems and
Antipoems
-Abd al-Rahman
Shasrawi (Egypt),
The Earth

1958 -Pakistan: military coup brings 1955 -Aimé Césaire

Mohammed Ayub Khan to power (Martinique), Dis-

-Guinea gains independence course on

-Cameroun: Rueben Um Nyobé, Colonialism

UPC leader, killed -Amrita Pritam

-All-African People’s Conference (India), Messages

held in Accra, Ghana -Juan Rulfo

-Sri Lanka: Riots erupt, as Sinhala (Mexico), Pedro

militants attack Tamils; hundreds Paramo

killed; state of emergency eventually -Saadi Youssef

declared (Iraq), Songs Not
for Others

1959 -Cuba: overthrow of Batista regime; 1956 -Octavio Mannoni,

Fidel Castro assumes power
-China: devastating famine (1967)
kills as many as 40 million
-Zambia: Kenneth Kaunda
imprisoned by British colonial gov-
ernment; leads civil disobedience
campaign when released

-Tibet: rebellion crushed by Chinese
forces; Dalai Lama flees into exile

Pamela Powesland,
Prospero and Cali-
ban: The Psych-
ology of
Colonization

-First international
conference of black
writers and artists
(Paris)

XXVil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107132818
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-13281-8 - The Cambridge Companion to the Postcolonial Novel
Ato Quayson

Frontmatter
More information
CHRONOLOGY OF POLITICAL AND LITERARY EVENTS
-George Padmore
(Trinidad), Pan
Africanism or
Communismsg
-Carlos Bulosan
(Philippines), Amer-
ica is in the Heart
-Mongo Beti (Cam-
eroon), The Poor
Christ of Bomba
-David Diop (Sene-
gal), Hammer Blows
-Faiz Ahmed Faiz
(Pakistan), Prison
Thoughts
-Nagiub Mahfouz
(Egypt), Cairo Tril-
ogy (finished 1957)
-Samuel Selvon
(Trinidad), The
Lonely Londoners
-Octavio Paz
(Mexico), Sunstone
1960 -Belgian Congo granted full 1957 -Albert Memmi, The
independence Colonizer and the
-Harold Macmillan’s “winds of Colonized
change” speech -Kwame Nkrumah
-South Africa: Sharpville massacre, (Ghana), Ghana:
as police open fire on unarmed Autobiography
gathering — 67 killed; ANC and 1958 -Chinua Achebe
Pan-African Congress banned (Nigeria), Things
-Benin, Burkina Faso, Central Afri- Fall Apart
can Republic, Chad, Congo, -Edouard Glissant
Gabon, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, (Martinique), The
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Ripening
Senegal, Somalia, and Togo gain -NVM Gonzalez
independence (Phillipines), Bread
-Congo: attempted secession of Kat- of Salt
anga province; martial law declared
by ne President Patrice Lumumba;
XxXViii
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military seizes power, supported by -Ludu U. Hla
United States and Belgium; (Burma), The
Lumumba arrested Caged Ones
1961 -UN General Assembly condemns 1959 -Qurratulain Hyder
apartheid (India), River of
-U.S.-sponsored Bay of Pigs invasion Fire
of Cuba thwarted -Es’kia Mphahlele
-Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Tanzania (South Africa),
attain independence Down Second
-Lumumba murdered while in Avenue
custody
-Angola: armed struggle begins
-South Africa: Albert Luthuli, Presi-
dent of the ANC, awarded Nobel
Peace Prize
-First Conference of Non-Aligned
Nations, Belgrade
1962 -Algeria, Burundi, Jamaica, Rwanda, 1960 -Wilson Harris
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda gain (Guyana), Palace of
independence the Peacock
-Border war between India and -Ousmane Sembene
China (Senegal), God’s
-Cuban missile crisis: U.S. President Bits of Wood
Kennedy authorizes blockade of -George Lamming,
Cuba in bid to prevent deployment The Pleasures of
of Soviet nuclear weapons Exile
1963 -Kenya becomes independent
-Formation of the Organization of
African Unity
1964 -Zanzibar declared a republic and 1961 -Frantz Fanon, The
unites with Tanganyika to form Wretched of the
Tanzania Earth
-Malawi, Zambia, Malaya gain -Rajat Neogy

independence

-Mozambique: FRELIMO launches
armed struggle

-Guyana: Cheddi Jagan’s govern-
ment is overthrown

-South Africa: ANC leaders Nelson
Mandela and Walter Sisulu sen-
tenced to life imprisonment for

(Uganda) founds
Transition Maga-
zine: An Inter-
national Review
-Nnamdi Azikiwe
(Nigeria), Zik:
Selected Speeches

XXIX
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treason — incarcerated on Robben -Ernesto “Che”
Island Guevara (Argen-
-Martin Luther King, Jr., Nobel tina/Cuba), Guer-
Peace Prize (15 Jan. 1929—4 April rilla Warfare
1968) -Adonis (Syria),
Songs of Mubyar
the Damascene
-Cyrpian Ekwensi
(Nigeria), Jagua
Nana
-Attia Hossain
(India), Sunlight on
a Broken Column
-Cheikh Hamidou
Kane (Senegal),
Ambiguous
Adventure
-VS Naipaul (Trini-
dad), A House for
Myr. Biswas
1965 -Gambia becomes independent 1962 -Alan Hill at Heine-
replacing 1921 law based on mann initiates its
nationality African Writers
-Rhodesian Unilateral Declaration Series (AWS)
of Independence, Britain imposes -Mehdi Ben Barka
oil embargo on Rhodesia (Algeria), “Resolv-
-Central African Republic: Jean ing the Ambiguities
Bedel Bokassa takes power in coup; of National
has himself crowned Emperor; Sovereignty”
dictatorship until 1979 -Kenneth Kaunda
-Congo (Zaire): Mobuto Sese Sekou (Zambia), Zambia
takes power in coup; dictatorship Shall Be Free
until 1997 -Patrice Lumumba
-Indonesia: Suharto takes power in (Congo), Congo
coup; initiates pogrom (until 1966) My Country
against the left: half a million -Albert Luthuli
people are murdered; hundreds of (South Africa), Let
thousands more imprisoned in My People Go
brutal conditions -Carlos Fuentes
-Thailand: rural insurgency, led by (Mexico), The
Communist Party (until 1978)
XXX
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