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This book is a rich empirical account of China’s foreign economic policy
towards Japan after World War II, drawing on hundreds of recently
declassified Chinese sources. Amy King offers an innovative conceptual
framework for the role of ideas in shaping foreign policy and examines
how China’s Communist leaders conceived of Japan after the War.
The book shows how Japan became China’s most important economic
partner in 1971, despite the recent history of war and the ongoing Cold
War divide between the two countries. King explains that China’s
Communist leaders saw Japan as a symbol of a modern, industrialised
nation and Japanese goods, technology and expertise as crucial in
strengthening China’s economy and military. For China and Japan,
the years between 1949 and 1971 were not simply a moment disrupted
by the Cold War but rather an important moment of non-Western
modernisation stemming from the legacy of Japanese empire, industry
and war in China.

AMY KING is a lecturer in the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre at
the Australian National University, where she researches and teaches
Chinese foreign and security policy and the international relations and
security of the Asia-Pacific region.
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preceding the given name.
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Kwantung Army, or terms directly cited from other works, are
transcribed in the pinyin transliteration system.

Japanese long vowels are indicated by a macron, except for well-known
names such as Tokyo.

All transliterations in parentheses throughout the text are Chinese
terms: (zhengzhi). Any Japanese terms are indicated separately as
follows: (JP: seiker bunrr).
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