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This book offers the first comprehensive survey of writing by 
women in Ireland from the seventeenth century to the present day. 
It covers literature in all genres, including poetry, drama and iction, 
as well as life writing and unpublished writing, and addresses work 
in both English and Irish. he chapters are authored by leading 
experts in their ield, giving readers an introduction to cutting- edge 
research on each period and topic. Survey chapters give an essential 
historical overview and are complemented by a focus on selected 
topics such as the short story. Key igures and their relationship to 
the narrative of Irish literary history are analysed and reconsidered. 
Demonstrating the pioneering achievements of a huge number of 
many hitherto neglected writers, A History of Modern Irish Women’s 
Literature makes a critical intervention in Irish literary history.

Heather Ingman is Visiting Research Fellow in the Centre for 
Gender and Women’s Studies in Trinity College, the University of 
Dublin where she was previously Adjunct Professor in the School 
of English, teaching and researching in modernist women’s iction, 
the short story and Irish women’s writing. Her publications include 
Irish Women’s Fiction from Edgeworth to Enright (2013), A History of 
the Irish Short Story (Cambridge, 2009), Twentieth- Century Fiction 
by Irish Women: Nation and Gender (2007) and Women’s Fiction 
between the Wars: Mothers, Daughters and Writing (1998). She has 
chapters in recent edited collections on Mary Lavin, Virginia Woolf 
and Elizabeth Bowen. She is currently researching ageing in Irish 
writing.

Clíona Ó Gallchoir is a lecturer in the School of English at 
University College Cork. Her research focuses on Irish writing 
in the long eighteenth century, women’s writing and children’s 
literature. Her publications include Maria Edgeworth: Women, 
Enlightenment and Nation (2005) and numerous articles and book 
chapters on igures such as Sydney Owenson, Germaine de Stael 
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and Harriet Beecher Stowe. She is currently the literature editor of 
the journal Eighteenth- Century Ireland. She has held research fel-
lowships at the Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities at 
Edinburgh University and at the Moore Institute in nUI Galway, 
and in Autumn 2018 she will be the Peter O’Brien Visiting Scholar 
in Canadian Irish Studies at Concordia University in Montreal.
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Susan Cahill is Associate Professor in the School of Irish Studies, 
Concordia University, Montreal. She is Visiting Research Fellow in the 
Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of 
London for the academic year 2017–18. Her monograph, Irish Literature 
in the Celtic Tiger Years: Gender, Bodies, Memory, was published in 2011. 
She has also published two collections of essays on contemporary Irish 
writers: Anne Enright (edited with Claire Bracken) and Colum McCann 
(edited with Eoin Flannery). Her research interests include Irish girls’ 
literary cultures, children’s and young adults’ iction and contemporary 
Irish literature, particularly women’s writing.

Matthew Campbell is Professor of Modern Literature at the University 
of york. He is the author of Irish Poetry under the Union, 1801–1924 
(Cambridge, 2013). He has written and published widely on Irish and 
English poetry of the last 200 years. He is currently editing the volume 
Irish Literature in Transition, 1830–1880 for Cambridge University Press.

Valerie Coghlan is an independent researcher and lecturer with a par-
ticular interest in Irish children’s literature and visual narratives. She 
has published widely in these areas and is co- editor of Irish Children’s 
Literature and Culture: New Perspectives on Contemporary Writing (2011). 
A former editor of Inis magazine and Bookbird: A Journal of International 
Children’s Literature, she is the current president of the board of 
Bookbird, Inc.

Lucy Collins is Associate Professor of English at University College 
Dublin. Educated at Trinity College Dublin and at Harvard University, 
where she spent a year as a Fulbright Scholar, she teaches and researches 
in the area of modern poetry and poetics. Recent books include Poetry 
by Women in Ireland: A Critical Anthology 1870–1970 (2012) and a 
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monograph, Contemporary Irish Women Poets: Memory and Estrangement 
(2015). She has published widely on contemporary poets from Ireland, 
Britain and America, and is co- founder of the Irish Poetry Reading 
Archive, a national digital repository.

Marie- Louise Coolahan is Professor of English at the national 
University of Ireland, Galway. She is the author of Women, Writing, and 
Language in Early Modern Ireland (2010), as well as articles and essays 
about Renaissance manuscript culture, women’s writing, early modern 
identity and textual transmission. She is currently Principal Investigator 
of the ERC- funded project, RECIRC: he Reception and Circulation of 
Early Modern Women’s Writing, 1550–1700 (www.recirc.nuigalway.ie). She 
has recently co- edited two special issues of the journal Women’s Writing 
(‘Katherine Philips and Other Writers’ 2016; ‘Katherine Philips: Form 
and Reception’ 2017) with Gillian Wright.

Patricia Coughlan is Emerita Professor, School of English, University 
College Cork. Her publications include the edited or co- edited books 
Spenser and Ireland (1990), Modernism and Ireland: he Poetry of the 1930s 
(1995) and Irish Literature: Feminist Perspectives (2008) and essays on 
early modern writing (about Ireland). She specializes in Irish poetry and 
iction, with a focus on Irish modernism and on gender representations 
in recent and contemporary writing. Topics include Elizabeth Bowen, 
Kate and Edna O’Brien, John Banville, Alice McDermott, Anne Enright, 
Eiléan Chuilleanáin, Seamus Heaney, John Montague and Peig Sayers. 
She has been a Fulbright Scholar at Fordham and O’Brien Professor of 
Irish Studies, Concordia University, Montreal.

Anne Fogarty is Professor of James Joyce Studies at University College 
Dublin, co- editor with Luca Crispi of the Dublin James Joyce Journal and 
Director of the Dublin James Joyce Summer School. She is co- editor 
with Timothy Martin of Joyce on the hreshold (2005), with Morris Beja 
of Bloomsday 100: Essays on ‘Ulysses’ (2009), with Éilís ní Dhuibhne and 
Eibhear Walshe of Imagination in the Classroom: Teaching and Learning 
Creative Writing in Ireland (2013) and with Fran O’Rourke of Voices on 
Joyce (2015). A collection of essays on the novelist, Deirdre Madden,  
co- edited with Marisol Morales Ládron, is forthcoming. She has published 
widely on aspects of twentieth- century and contemporary Irish writing.

Patricia Boyle Haberstroh is Emerita Professor of English and of Art 
History at La Salle University, Philadelphia. She has published two 
books, Women Creating Women: Contemporary Irish Women Poets (1996), 
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recognized by a Choice Award from the American Library Association, 
and he Female Figure in Eiléan Ní Chuilleanáin’s Poetry (2013). She has 
also edited two volumes, My Self, My Muse: Irish Women Poets Relect 
on Life and Art (2001), and (with Christine St Peter) Opening the Field: 
Irish Women Writers, Texts and Contexts (2007). Haberstroh has been 
a Fulbright Fellow at University College Dublin, an advisory editor 
on Eire- Ireland and New Hibernia Review and a board member of the 
American Conference for Irish Studies. She holds an MA from Villanova 
University and a PhD from Bryn Mawr.

Heather Ingman is Visiting Research Fellow in the Centre for Gender 
and Women’s Studies in Trinity College, the University of Dublin where 
she was previously Adjunct Professor in the School of English, teaching 
courses on modernist women’s iction, twentieth- century women’s writ-
ing and Irish women’s writing. Her publications include Irish Women’s 
Fiction from Edgeworth to Enright (2013), A History of the Irish Short 
Story (Cambridge, 2009), Twentieth- Century Fiction by Irish Women: 
Nation and Gender (2007) and Women’s Fiction Between the Wars: Mothers, 
Daughters and Writing (1998). She has chapters in edited collections 
on Mary Lavin, Virginia Woolf and Elizabeth Bowen. She is currently 
researching ageing in Irish writing.

James Kelly is a lecturer at the University of Exeter, Cornwall campus. 
He is the author of Charles Maturin: Authorship, Authenticity and the 
Nation (2011) and editor of Ireland and Romanticism: Publics, Nations, 
and Scenes of Cultural Production (2011). He has published a number of 
articles on Irish Romanticism and writing in the post- Union period.

Cathy Leeney has lectured in Drama Studies at University College 
Dublin and co- founded the first MA in Directing in Ireland, now 
the MA in heatre Practice. Her research interests are women in Irish 
theatre, scenography and directing, and feminist and gender theory and 
performance. She was Chair of the committee that initiated Ireland’s 
irst national entry, in 2007, in the Prague Quadrennial Exhibition of 
heatre Scenography. Her publications include Irish Women Playwrights 
1900–1939 (2010), Seen and Heard: Six New Plays by Irish Women (2001), 
he heatre of Marina Carr (2003) and articles on Irish theatre in the 
twentieth and twenty- irst centuries.

Caroline Magennis is a lecturer in Twentieth and Twenty- First Century 
Literature at the University of Salford. She has held research and teaching 
positions at University College Dublin, the University of Limerick and 
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Queen’s University, Belfast, where she gained her PhD. She sits on the 
executive boards for the British Association for Irish Studies, the British 
Association for Contemporary Literary Studies, EFACIS and the editorial 
board for the Irish Studies Review. She has published widely on theoreti-
cal approaches to Contemporary northern Irish Literature and Culture 
and is currently organizing an international conference and special issue 
on the cultural legacy of the Good Friday Agreement.

Ellen McWilliams is Senior Lecturer in English Literature at 
the University of Exeter and has published on Irish, Canadian and 
American writing. She is the author of Margaret Atwood and the Female 
Bildungsroman (2009) and Women and Exile in Contemporary Irish Fiction 
(2013) and has received a number of awards for research, including 
an Arts and Humanities Research Council Fellowship and a Fulbright 
Scholar Award.

Gerardine Meaney is Professor of Cultural heory and Director of the 
UCD Centre for Cultural Analytics. She is the author of Gender, Ireland 
and Cultural Change (2010), Nora (2004), (Un)like Subjects: Women, 
heory, Fiction (1993, 2012) and numerous essays on gender and culture. 
She co- wrote Reading the Irish Woman: Studies in Cultural Encounters 
and Exchange, 1714–1960 (2013) with Mary O’Dowd and Bernadette 
Whelan. She was one of the major co- editors of the Field Day Anthology 
of Irish Writing: Women’s Writing and Traditions (2002).

Sinéad Mooney is a senior lecturer in English at De Montfort University, 
Leicester. She researches on modernism, particularly the work of Samuel 
Beckett, women’s writing and Irish literature, and is currently working on 
a monograph on Irish women’s modernism. Her publications include A 
Tongue Not Mine: Beckett and Translation (2011), which was completed 
on an Irish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences 
fellowship and won the American Conference for Irish Studies Robert 
Rhodes Prize, essays on Elizabeth Bowen, Molly Keane, Mary Lavin 
and Waiting for Godot, and, as editor, with Kathryn Laing and Maureen 
O’Connor, Edna O’Brien: New Critical Perspectives (2006).

Anne Mulhall is a lecturer in the School of English, Drama and Film 
at University College Dublin, where she teaches and researches in gen-
der, feminist and sexuality studies, twentieth- century and contemporary 
Irish writing and popular culture and critical migration studies. She is 
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co- director with Ursula Barry of UCD Centre for Gender, Feminisms 
and Sexualities.

James H. Murphy is Professor of English and Director of the Center for 
Irish Programs at Boston College. He was previously Professor of English 
at DePaul University, Chicago. He is the author of ive monographs, 
including Irish Novelists and the Victorian Age (2011), and the editor of 
nine volumes, including the nineteenth- century volume of the Oxford 
History of the Irish Book (2011).

Ríona Nic Congáil is a lecturer in the Irish language in Fiontar and 
Scoil na Gaeilge, Dublin City University. She has written many essays on 
aspects of Irish childhood and on the Irish- language revivalist period. Her 
books include Úna Ní Fhaircheallaigh agus an Fhís Útóipeach Ghaelach 
(2010), Codladh Céad Bliain: Cnuasach Aistí ar Litríocht na nÓg (ed.) 
(2012), Laethanta Gréine & Oícheanta Sí: Aistí ar Litríocht agus ar 
Chultúr na nÓg (co- ed.) (2013), Litríocht na Gaeilge ar Fud an Domhain, 
Imleabhar I & II (co- ed.) (2015), and two new editions of An Seabhac’s 
Jimín Mháire haidhg (ed.) (2016).

Máirín Nic Eoin is Professor Emerita of Irish, Dublin City University. 
A literary scholar with a particular interest in the sociological and socio-
linguistic context of literary production in Irish, her books include An 
Litríocht Réigiúnach (1982), Eoghan Ó Tuairisc: Beatha agus Saothar 
(1988), B’ait Leo Bean: Gnéithe den Idé-eolaíocht Inscne i dTraidisiún 
Liteartha na Gaeilge (1998) and Trén bhFearann Breac: An Díláithriú 
Cultúir agus Nualitríocht na Gaeilge (2005). She has edited and co- edited 
literary anthologies and essay collections, including Litríocht na Gaeilge 
ar Fud an Domhain, Imleabhar I & II (2015).

Clíona Ó Gallchoir is a lecturer in the School of English at University 
College Cork. Her research focuses on Irish writing in the long eight-
eenth century, women’s writing and children’s literature. Her publications 
include Maria Edgeworth: Women, Enlightenment and Nation (2005) and 
numerous articles and book chapters on igures such as Sydney Owenson, 
Germaine de Stael and Harriet Beecher Stowe. She is currently the litera-
ture editor of the journal Eighteenth- Century Ireland.

Tina O’Toole is a senior lecturer and programme director of the MA 
in English at the University of Limerick, Ireland. Her publications 
include he Irish New Woman (2012); a study of the second- wave Irish 
Women’s Movement, Documenting Irish Feminisms (co- authored with 
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Linda Connolly); and several edited books including the recent Women 
Writing War: Ireland 1880–1922 (2016; co- edited with Gillian McIntosh 
and Muireann O’Cinnéide). Her journal publications include essays in 
Modernism/Modernity, Irish University Review and New Hibernia Review, 
and she has edited journal special issues including Éire- Ireland (Vol. 47) 
on ‘Irish Migrancies’ (2012; with Piaras Mac Éinrí).

Paige Reynolds is Professor of English at the College of the Holy Cross 
in Worcester, Massachusetts. She is author of Modernism, Drama, and the 
Audience for Irish Spectacle (Cambridge, 2007) and editor of Modernist 
Afterlives in Irish Literature and Culture (2016). Her work has appeared 
in Modernism/Modernity and Modern Drama, among other publica-
tions, and she has edited special issues of Éire- Ireland on material culture 
(2011) and Irish University Review on Kate O’Brien (2018). She is com-
pleting a monograph on contemporary Irish women’s writing and editing 
two forthcoming collections for Cambridge University Press, he New 
Irish Studies: Twenty- First Century Critical Revisions and (with Eric Falci) 
the sixth volume (1980–2020) of the Irish Literature in Transition series.

Eibhear Walshe is a senior lecturer in the School of English at University 
College Cork and Director of Creative Writing. He has published in the 
area of memoir, literary criticism and biography, and his books include 
Kate O’Brien: A Writing Life (2006), Oscar’s Shadow: Wilde and Ireland 
(2012) and A Diferent Story: he Writings of Colm Tóibín (2013). His 
childhood memoir, Cissie’s Abattoir (2009), was broadcast on the national 
radio station RTE’s Book on One and his novel, he Diary of Mary 
Travers, was shortlisted for the Kerry Fiction Prize in 2015.
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