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PREFACE

This collection of documents represents the surviving output of the
clerks of what became the most powerful magnate dynasty in England,
Wales, and Ireland in the thirteenth century. Its greatness did not last
even half of that century, however: the Marshal earls were powerful
at court and in the various Angevin realms in Britain and France
only from 1190 to 1245. But as a result of the Marshals’ spread of
interests and marriage alliances the charters and letters edited here
embrace a remarkable diversity of lordships and societies. That fact
and the central place the two Earls William Marshal held at the court
of the young Henry III between 1216 and 1241 give this collection a
particular interest for medieval historians of Britain and France, more
so perhaps than for any other contemporary magnate family.

Work on this edition began as far back as 1985, with the award of a
Leverhulme Trust research grant held at the University of London’s
Institute of Historical Research. The British Academy by a variety
of grants allowed me to accumulate further texts in Ireland, France,
and the United States, where the Huntington Library’s award of a
fellowship in 1993 led to the discovery of a number of important and
unsuspected Marshal acts. I gratefully acknowledge the assistance of
generations of archivists and librarians in the accomplishment of the
project, too numerous to mention individually. The project has also
benefited from the collaboration and advice of many scholars over
the years, and here I particularly need to acknowledge the generous
assistance of many people at various stages in advice and support,
and in providing Marshal texts unknown to me. So I offer my sincere
thanks to David Crook, Hugh Doherty, Marie Therese Flanagan, Eric
Hemming, Florent Lenegre, Kieran O’Connor, Jean-Frangois Nieus,
Daniel Power, Raymond Refaussé, Richard Sharpe, Brendan Smith,
Colin Veach and, above all, to Nicholas Vincent. I also acknowledge
the kind assistance of the late and much-lamented John Bradley.

For permission to publish the various texts in this volume in
their possession, I am grateful to British Library; the National
Archives (Public Record Office); the National Library of Ireland,
the National Archives of Ireland; the National Library of Wales;
the Bibliotheque nationale de France; the Archives nationales de
Trance; the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford; the Warden and
Tellows of New College, Oxford; the Dean and Fellows of Christ
Church, Oxford; the Provost and Fellows of Trinity College, Dublin;
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viil PREFACE

the College of Arms; the Representative Board of the Church of
Ireland; the Dean and Chapter of Westminster Abbey; the Dean
and Chapter of Salisbury Cathedral; Guildhall Library, London;
the Marquess of Bath; Mr Henry Hornyold-Strickland of Sizergh
Castle; the Mayor and Corporation of the City of Kilkenny; the
Huntington Library; Glamorgan Archives; Hampshire Archives;
Northamptonshire Record Office; Somerset Archives and Local
Studies; West Sussex Record Office; Wiltshire and Swindon History
Centre; the Conseils générales des départements du Nord et de la
Seine Maritime; the Biblioth¢que municipale de Rouen; and Duchy
of Lancaster copyright material in the National Archives is reproduced
by permission of the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of
Lancaster.
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