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       The Shaping of Tuscany 

 To its many tourists and visitors, the Tuscan landscape evokes a sense 

of timelessness and harmony. Yet, the upheavals of the twentieth cen-

tury profoundly reshaped rural Tuscany. Uncovering the experiences 

of ordinary people, Professor Gaggio traces the history of Tuscany to 

show how the region’s modern confl icts and aspirations have contrib-

uted to forging its modern- day beauty. We learn how the rise of fascism 

was particularly violent in rural Tuscany, and how struggles between 

Communist sharecroppers and their landlords raged long after the end 

of the dictatorship. The fl ight from the farms in the 1950s and 1960s 

disorientated many Tuscans, prompting ambitious development proj-

ects; and in more recent decades the emergence of the heritage indus-

try has raised the spectre of commodifi cation. The book tells the story 

of how many Tuscans themselves have become tourists in their own 

land –  forced to adapt to rapid change and reinvent their landscape in 

the process. 

 Dario Gaggio was born and raised in the outskirts of Florence, Tuscany, 

before moving to the United States for graduate school. He holds a 

PhD in History from Northwestern University and is Professor at the 

University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He is the author of  In Gold We 

Trust: Social Capital and Economic Change in the Italian Jewelry Towns  

(2007). His research has pioneered the integration of cultural change 

and political economy from an interdisciplinary perspective, combin-

ing historical methodologies with the theoretical insights of sociology, 

anthropology, and human geography.   
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 What started as a somewhat romantic attempt at de romanticizing 

rural Tuscany morphed into a more subtle exploration of the ways in 

which a variety of actors have invested (or divested) value in place by 

telling stories, shaping the land, and readjusting their stories accordingly, 

in a cycle that is at once a powerful historical process in its own right 

and a process of history- making, sometimes bordering on (self- ) decep-

tion. I owe whatever subtlety I have managed to convey in this book to 

a group of diverse but equally insightful “local informants,” who have 

shared with me their aspirations, achievements, and disappointments. 

Their Tuscany is now mine as well. They include Alessandro Andreini, 
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 Perhaps we should all try to look at (but also listen to, and smell) land-

scape the way children do, ready to be surprised and willing to believe 

the stories places tell. Some children grow up to become historians, and 

they learn to approach places with the kind of jaded skepticism the pro-

fession demands. Hopefully, I have managed to retain a bit of the magic 

that pervades rural Tuscany –  the magic of sharing stories and making a 

coherent tale out of them. In the end, I owe the most to the thousands 

of people I met as a child, as I ran wild in the woods and backyards of 

postrural Tuscany.   
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