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TH E EU S U C C E S S I ON R E GU L A T I ON

The European Succession Regulation is a landmark in the field of EU
private international law. It unifies the conflicts of laws, jurisdiction and
recognition of foreign judgements, and of some other legal instruments in
the field of succession and wills. This volume provides an article-by-article
commentary on the individual provisions of the regulation, introduced by
an overview of its general framework and underlying principles. As a
reference tool for the regulation, this book is intended to promote a high
standard of interpretation and application. With contributions from
leading scholars in the field, it uses a comparative approach in its
analysis to enrich the academic debate and highlight the problems likely
to arise in the practical application of the regulation.
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FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

As from 17 August 2015, all Courts and other authorities within the
European UnionMember States (with the exception of Denmark, Ireland
and the United Kingdom) have to apply in matters of cross-border
succession and wills the Regulation (EU) No 650/2012 on jurisdiction,
applicable law, recognition and enforcement of decisions and acceptance
and enforcement of authentic instruments in matters of succession and on
the creation of a European Certificate of Succession.

With this Regulation, European Private International Law has erected
a new corner stone of unification. The Regulation has broken with some
national traditions in autonomous private international succession law,
such as the nationality principle, which was central for a number of
European legal systems, or the application of different succession laws
for movables (lex loci domicilii) and immovables (lex rei sitae), as it was
known in French – and English – inspired conflicts laws. The Regulation
is a comprehensive codification of private international law of succession
and wills, including jurisdiction, recognition and enforcement of judicial
decisions and authentic acts, and the establishment of a European
Certificate of Succession.

This article-by-article Commentary aims to provide help and advice
for the application of the Regulation in legal practice, to secure a high
standard in its autonomous interpretation and to enrich the scholarly
discussion. It may be useful also for practitioners of third countries, or of
Member States not bound by the Regulation, having to deal with
a succession connected with one or more Member States which are
bound by this instrument. The fact that the authors come from different
Member countries and that most of them have an international back-
ground has prompted the adoption of a comparative and genuinely
European approach in the analysis of the regulation.

The book’s origins lie in the European Commission Research Project
“The Europeanization of Private International Law of Successions”
(JUST/2013/JCIV/AG/4000004710) led by Angelo Davì. As the editors,
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