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From the publication of the first volumes in 1984 the General Editor of the New Cambridge

Shakespeare was Philip Brockbank and the Associate General Editors were Brian Gibbons and

Robin Hood. From 1990 to 1994 the General Editor was Brian Gibbons and the Associate

General Editors were A. R. Braunmuller and Robin Hood.

TWELFTH NIGHT

This edition preserves the play text of Twelfth Night as it was edited and annotated by Elizabeth

Donno for the first Cambridge edition of 1985. The second edition featured a completely new

Introduction by Penny Gay. For the third edition, Professor Gay further updates the

Introduction, taking into account recent substantial performance history, and providing

a refreshed reading list for the contemporary student reader. Gay stresses the play’s theatri-

cality, its elaborate linguistic games and its complex use of Ovidian myths. She analyses the

play’s delicate balance between romance and realism and its exploration of gender, sexuality and

identity. In examining the stage history, Gay suggests that contemporary critical thinking could

have much to offer 21st-century directors and actors. A selection of new photographs completes

the third edition of this well-loved Shakespearean comedy.
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION

The editor of a Shakespeare text who is responsive to traditions must at once acknowl-

edge his indebtedness to other editors, beginning with the earliest and continuing

down to the most recent. M. W. Black and M. A. Shaaber in Shakespeare’s

Seventeenth-Century Editors (1937) alerted me to early concern for the text, but

I was very impressed by the care and attention that eighteenth-century editors, so

frequently ill-treated in accounts of historical scholarship, gave to textual interpreta-

tion through their concern with pointing. I hope that the collation in this volume

shows, in some measure, my respect for their efforts. Of more or less recent editions,

the New Shakespeare volumes, G. L. Kittredge’s fully annotated texts of sixteen of

Shakespeare’s plays and the many fine examples in the Arden series were of great value

to me.

Any acknowledgement must extend to many fellow Shakespeareans for contribu-

tions either in published form or in conversation, and, for the latter, I am grateful most

specifically to Hallett Smith and S. F. Johnson. Philip Brockbank, the General Editor

of this series, and Robin Hood, the Associate General Editor most closely concerned

with this volume, gave me much good advice and were unfailingly responsive to my

queries. I also wish to acknowledge aid and assistance from my husband Daniel

J. Donno, who invariably reacted sharply to a (non-Shakespearean) hysteron proteron

or a Sir Tobyan wayward locution.

The Henry E. Huntington Library, where I did most of my research, afforded me

not only its excellent collection of Shakespeare texts but also the help of its genial staff.

To this institution I am also grateful for permission to reproduce some illustrations.

E.S.D.

1985Huntington Library, California
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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

In writing a new, and subsequently updated, Introduction to the New Cambridge

edition of Twelfth Night, I am honoured to follow in the footsteps of the fine

Renaissance scholar Elizabeth Story Donno. I have been greatly assisted by advice

from the General Editors, Brian Gibbons and A. R. Braunmuller, and from

Cambridge University Press editor Sarah Stanton. I am delighted to acknowledge

the assistance of my colleagues in the English Department at the University of

Sydney, particularly Liam Semler and research assistant Claire Hansen, and the

practical and intellectual support of the Better Strangers / Shakespeare Reloaded

project (in association with Barker College, Sydney). My family – my husband and

two daughters – have been, as ever, acute critical discussants and keen theatre-goers.

I also particularly thank the personnel of the American Shakespeare Center for their

welcoming and enthusiastic support of scholarly enquiry.

Penny Gay

2017University of Sydney
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ABBREVIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS

1. Shakespeare’s Plays

The abbreviated titles of Shakespeare’s plays have been modified from those used in the

Harvard Concordance to Shakespeare. All quotations and line references to plays other than

Twelfth Night, unless otherwise specified, are to G. Blakemore Evans (ed.), The Riverside

Shakespeare, 1974, on which the Concordance is based.

Ado Much Ado about Nothing

Ant. Antony and Cleopatra

AWW All’s Well That Ends Well

AYLI As You Like It

Cor. Coriolanus

Cym. Cymbeline

Err. The Comedy of Errors

Ham. Hamlet

1H4 The First Part of King Henry the Fourth

2H4 The Second Part of King Henry the Fourth

H5 King Henry the Fifth

1H6 The First Part of King Henry the Sixth

2H6 The Second Part of King Henry the Sixth

3H6 The Third Part of King Henry the Sixth

H8 King Henry the Eighth

JC Julius Caesar

John King John

LLL Love’s Labour’s Lost

Lear King Lear

Mac. Macbeth

MM Measure for Measure

MND A Midsummer Night’s Dream

MV The Merchant of Venice

Oth. Othello

Per. Pericles

R2 King Richard the Second

R3 King Richard the Third

Rom. Romeo and Juliet

Shr. The Taming of the Shrew

STM Sir Thomas More

Temp. The Tempest

TGV The Two Gentlemen of Verona

Tim. Timon of Athens

Tit. Titus Andronicus

TN Twelfth Night

xii
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TNK The Two Noble Kinsmen

Tro. Troilus and Cressida

Wiv. The Merry Wives of Windsor

WT The Winter’s Tale
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