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the oration presented in this volume is critical to our knowledge 
of  Constantine’s early career and covers maximian’s rebellion, 
Constantine’s claim of  descent from Claudius ii and his vision 
of  Apollo. Written ca. ad 310, two years before Constantine’s 
capture of  rome and his acceptance of  Christianity, the speech 
gives a unique insight into the evolution of  an imperial per-
sona. this commentary examines the literary context of  the 
 panegyric and the role of  the classical literary and rhetorical 
tradition in the recreation of  Constantine’s image. From the 
outset, the orator praises Constantine as separate from the 
imperial college: a deus praesens, god manifest, to the people of  
Gaul. He uses Lucan and Caesar to link maximian’s bid for 
power with the civil war between Caesar and Pompey while 
Vergilian allusion associates Constantine with Augustus.

CAtHerine WAre is a Lecturer in Classics at University 
College Cork. She is the author of  claudian and the roman epic 
tradition (Cambridge, 2012). this book is part of  the Panegyrici 
Latini Project and is the outcome of  an irish research Council 
Fellowship/marie Curie Action fund.
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this commentary, an output of  the Panegyrici Latini Project, 
would not have been possible without the award of  a CArA 
three-year mobility fellowship, an irish research Council/
marie Skłodowska-Curie CoFUnD Scheme. true to its aims, 
the fellowship gave an immeasurable boost to my career by 
allowing me a prolonged period for scholarship and encour-
aging me to develop research networks at home and abroad. 
the fellowship enabled me to join the Panegyrici Latini Project, 
a collaborative research venture founded by roger rees at the 
University of  St Andrews and bruce Gibson at the University 
of  Liverpool. Working with the members and associates of  the 
Project – Diederik burgersdijk (radboud), Jan-Willem Drijvers 
(Groningen), Pilar García ruiz (navarra) and Alessandro 
maranesi (Pavia) – taught me a huge amount and was always a 
pleasure. For the opportunity to work on this project and for the 
professional and personal friendships which developed over the 
three years, i will always be grateful.

i spent the fellowship at the University of  Liverpool and 
maynooth University where i learned much from my respec-
tive mentors, bruce Gibson and David Scourfield. i owe a par-
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who did his utmost to encourage my career throughout my time 
in Liverpool: my thanks are also due to Philippa Gibson and to 
tom, Will and rollo for their hospitality and friendship. 

many people have helped me in the writing of  this com-
mentary. Jason Harris (University College Cork) was a great 
source of  information and provided some very practical advice  
on prose rhythm, michael Hanaghan (Australian Catholic 
University) made suggestions for the translation, while Patrick 
mcnally (Dublin City University) painstakingly worked out 
how to calculate the necessary length of  a ladder when you 
don’t know the height of  the wall. At Cambridge University 
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A b b r e V i At i o n S  A n D 
C o n V e n t i o n S

n ot e S  o n  t r A n S L At i o n

in translating the names of  places, rivers and peoples, i have 
opted for clarity rather than consistency. i have used Latin 
names unless they are so familiar that the Latin would seem an 
affectation (and so rome not roma, Danube not ister) or when 
the Latin form is particularly unwieldy, augusta treuerorum (trier) 
and augustodunum (Autun) being cases in point.

A b b r e V i At i o n S

Abbreviations for ancient authors and works follow the lists in 
L&S and OcD.
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1984). Latin dictionary founded on andrews’ edition 
of  Freund’s Latin dictionary: rev., enl., and in great 
part rewritten, by charlton t. Lewis and [charles] 
Short. oxford. Clarendon Press

Lassandro Lassandro, D. (1992), Xii Panegyrici Latini. 
turin
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