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A LITERARY COMMENTARY ON
PANEGYRICI LATINI VI1(7)

The oration presented in this volume is critical to our knowledge
of Constantine’s early career and covers Maximian’s rebellion,
Constantine’s claim of descent from Claudius II and his vision
of Apollo. Written ca. AD 310, two years before Constantine’s
capture of Rome and his acceptance of Christianity, the speech
gives a unique insight into the evolution of an imperial per-
sona. This commentary examines the literary context of the
panegyric and the role of the classical literary and rhetorical
tradition in the recreation of Constantine’s image. I'rom the
outset, the orator praises Constantine as separate from the
imperial college: a deus praesens, god manifest, to the people of
Gaul. He uses Lucan and Caesar to link Maximian’s bid for
power with the civil war between Caesar and Pompey while
Vergilian allusion associates Constantine with Augustus.

CATHERINE WARE is a Lecturer in Classics at University
College Cork. She is the author of Claudian and the Roman Epic
Tradition (Cambridge, 2012). This book is part of the Panegyrici
Latini Project and is the outcome of an Irish Research Council
Fellowship/Marie Curie Action fund.
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NOTES ON TRANSLATION

In translating the names of places, rivers and peoples, I have
opted for clarity rather than consistency. I have used Latin
names unless they are so familiar that the Latin would seem an
affectation (and so Rome not Roma, Danube not Ister) or when
the Latin form is particularly unwieldy, Augusta Treuerorum (Irier)
and Augustodunum (Autun) being cases in point.

ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviations for ancient authors and works follow the lists in

L&S and OCD.

Arntzen

BTL
E. Biahrens

Galletier

HA

L&S

Lassandro

Arntzen, H. 1. (1790-) Panegyrict Veteres.
Utrecht

Bibliotheca Teubneriana Latina

Bahrens, E. (1874) XII Panegyrict Latin:.
Teubner

Galletier, E. (1949, 1952, 1955), Panégyriques
latins, vols. 1, 11 and 111. Paris

Scriptores Historiae Augustae (1971), 2 vols., ed.
Ernestus Hohl, Teubner

Lewis, C. T. and Short, C. (1879, edition of
1984). Latin dictionary _founded on Andrews’ edition
of Freund’s Latin dictionary: rev., enl., and in great
part rewritten, by Charlton 1. Lewis and [Charles]
Short. Oxford. Clarendon Press

Lassandro, D. (1992), XII Panegyrict Latini.
Turin
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Lausberg

Mynors

N-SR

0[0/))

OLD
Paladini—Fedeli
Panlet 1828

PL

Schenkl
Thornell

TLL
W. Biahrens

Lausberg, H. (1998) Handbook of Literary
Rhetoric: A Foundation for Literary Study. Leiden
(originally printed 1960 as Handbuch der
literarischen Rhetortk. Eine Grundlegung der
Literaturwissenschafl. Munich)

Miiller-Rettig, B. (1990) Der Panegyricus des
Jahres 310 auf Konstantin den Grossen: Ubersetzung
und hustorisch-philologischer Kommentar. Stuttgart
Mynors, R. A. B. (1964) XII Panegyrici Latin:.
Oxford

Nixon, C. E. V. and Saylor Rodgers, B. (1994)
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Oxford Classical Dictionary (2012), ed. Simon
Hornblower and Antony Spawforth, 4th
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Oxford Latin Dictionary (2012), ed. P. G. W.
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Paladini, V. and Fedeli, P. (1976) Panegyrici
Latini. Rome
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et Arntzentorum cum notis et interpretatione (1828).
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Panegyrict Latint

Schenkl, K. (1881) ‘Lectiones panegyricae’,
WS g: 11830

Thornell, G. (1905) ‘Studia Panegyrica’. Diss.,
Uppsala

Thesaurus Linguae Latinae
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