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in the US, the UK, and Hong Kong. Using this framework, it seeks to
explore the patterns and features of government ethics rules and their
enforcement in China. It shows that the inadequacy of government ethics
rules per se and the deterrence-oriented criminal enforcement style of
government ethics regulation are important but ignored elements of the
problem of rampant corruption in China. Such analysis has generated
important and practical policy implications for China’s government ethics
rules and their enforcement.
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FOREWORD

Regulating government ethics is the missing but essential component
in China’s struggle against corruption. This is the central thesis in
Dr Chonghao Wu’s book. It is a thesis that needs to be taken seriously.
President Xi Jinping’s crackdown on corruption has made international
headlines, but it is only another example in a long series of such cam-
paigns in China’s history. Though unprecedented in its breadth and
intensity, it will not be China’s last. While the current campaign stretches
to all corners of the earth in search of fugitives and stolen assets, it
remains a backwards-looking journey. What is missing is the forward-
looking campaign that inculcates a culture of compliance with integrity
rules and leads to a sustainable system of prevention. This is where
Dr Wu’s study makes an important contribution. With reference to
the experiences of three jurisdictions that rank within Transparency
International’s top twenty least corrupt countries, Dr Wu makes the
case for establishing in China a two-tier system of regulating ethics and
prosecuting corruption crimes. He finds that China lacks a comprehen-
sive set of public sector integrity rules and a suitable agency to enforce
such rules and promote compliance. He provides an incisive critique of
the discipline inspection committees and explains why a separate gov-
ernment ethics agency is urgently needed. This book is essential reading
for anyone interested in the reform and sustainability of China’s anti-
corruption system.

Dr Wu is to be congratulated on his in-depth study of a serious
problem that continues to hold China back from reaching its full poten-
tial. As his supervisor, I could not have wished for a more diligent and
talented student. As my first student to graduate, Dr Wu sets a high
standard for all those to follow.

Simon N. M. Young
The University of Hong Kong

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107123519
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-12351-9 — Regulating Government Ethics
Chonghao Wu

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to
Professor Simon N. M. Young, who supervised my PhD thesis on which
this book is based, for his encouragement, dedication, patience, and
support. He guided me in the right direction with the breadth and depth
of his knowledge of public law in general and anti-corruption law in
specific. He always provided timely and valuable advice and comments
on my research throughout the time of my PhD study. He also provided
me with the opportunities to attend several ICAC conferences in which
I met some helpful experts in the area of anti-corruption law. He conti-
nued to give support and advice as I revised the thesis into a book. I could
not have completed this book without his support and guidance. In
addition to his academic training and guidance, he is also genuinely
interested in my personal well-being and career development. Professor
Young is a great supervisor and I consider myself extremely lucky to be
his first PhD student.

I would like to thank Professor David Donald, Professor Fu Hualing,
Mr Benny Tai, and three anonymous reviewers who provided encour-
aging and constructive comments on an early draft of the book.

I also owe my appreciation to a number of people who have helped
my research. First, I would like to thank all the interviewees and survey
participants for their participation in the research. Second, I would like
to thank the staff at the Faculty of Law, law library, and main library at
the University of Hong Kong for their professional support.

I would like to express my gratitude to Jennifer Eagleton for her help
on proofreading.

I would also like to thank Joe Ng, Finola O’Sullivan, and Claire Wood
at Cambridge University Press for their help and encouragement during
various stages of preparing this book for publication.

Finally, I am most thankful for the support and encouragement from
my parents. I would like to dedicate this book to my parents.

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107123519
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-12351-9 — Regulating Government Ethics

Chonghao Wu
Frontmatter
More Information

ABBREVIATIONS
CCDI Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
CCpP Chinese Communist Party
CSB Civil Service Bureau
DAEO Designated Agency Ethics Official
DICs Discipline Inspection Committees
ICAC Independent Commission against Corruption
IPSA Independent Parliament Standards Authority
MP Member of Parliament
NIS National Integrity System
OGE Office of Government Ethics
POBO Prevention of Bribery Ordinance

xii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107123519
www.cambridge.org

