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What explains violence against civilians in civil wars? Why do groups

kill civilians in areas where they have full military control and their

rivals have no military presence? This innovative book connects pre-

war politics to patterns of violence during civil war. It argues that both

local political rivalry and local revenge account for violence against

civilians. Armed groups perpetrate direct violence jointly with local

civilians, who collaborate when violence can help them gain or con-

solidate local political control. As civil war continues, revenge motives

also come into play, leading to spirals of violence at a local level.

In an important contribution to the study of the Spanish Civil War,

Balcells combines statistical analyses with ethnographic and qualitative

research to provide new insights to scholars and academic researchers

with an interest in civil war, politics, and conflict processes. Rivalry

and Revenge is theoretically and empirically rich, and it offers a theory

and method generalizable to a wide set of cases.

Laia Balcells is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Duke Univer-

sity.

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics

General Editors

Kathleen Thelen Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Erik Wibbels Duke University

Associate Editors

Catherine Boone London School of Economics
Thad Dunning University of California, Berkeley

Anna Grzymala-Busse Stanford University
Torben Iversen Harvard University

Stathis Kalyvas Yale University
Margaret Levi Stanford University
Helen Milner Princeton University
Frances Rosenbluth Yale University

Susan Stokes Yale University
Tariq Thachil Vanderbilt University

Series Founder

Peter Lange Duke University

Other Books in the Series

Christopher Adolph, Bankers, Bureaucrats, and Central Bank Politics:
The Myth of Neutrality

Michael Albertus, Autocracy and Redistribution: The Politics of Land Reform
Ben W. Ansell, From the Ballot to the Blackboard: The Redistributive Political

Economy of Education
Ben W. Ansell, David J. Samuels, Inequality and Democratization: An

Elite-Competition Approach
Leonardo R. Arriola, Multi-Ethnic Coalitions in Africa: Business Financing of

Opposition Election Campaigns
David Austen-Smith, Jeffry A. Frieden, Miriam A. Golden, Karl Ove Moene, and

Adam Przeworski, eds., Selected Works of Michael Wallerstein: The Political Economy
of Inequality, Unions, and Social Democracy

Andy Baker, The Market and the Masses in Latin America: Policy Reform and
Consumption in Liberalizing Economies

Continued after the index

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Rivalry and Revenge

The Politics of Violence during Civil War

LAIA BALCELLS

Duke University

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – 110002, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107118690

DOI: 10.1017/9781316392737

c© Laia Balcells 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

NAMES: Balcells, Laia, author.

TITLE: Rivalry and revenge : the politics of violence during civil war / Laia

Balcells, Duke University.

DESCRIPTION: Cambridge : New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2017. |

Includes bibliographical references.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2016047817 | ISBN 9781107118690 (hbk)

SUBJECTS: LCSH: Civil war. | Political violence. | Civilians in war. |

Spain–History–Civil War, 1936-1939. | Côte d’Ivoire–History–Civil

War, 2002-2007.

CLASSIFICATION: LCC JC328.5 .B35 2017 | DDC 303.6/4–dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016047817

ISBN 978-1-107-11869-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of

URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

To all the victims of civil wars

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Figures page ix

Acknowledgments xi

Conventions xiv

Preface xv

P A R T I

1 Violence Against Civilians During Civil Wars 3
1.1 Puzzle and State of the Art 3
1.2 Summary of the Argument 5
1.3 Theoretical Strategy 11
1.4 Case Selection and Research Design 12
1.5 Scope Conditions and External Validity 15
1.6 Plan of the Book 16

2 A Theory of Violence Against Civilians 19
2.1 Conceptual Considerations 19
2.2 A Theory of Direct Violence 26
2.3 Subsequent Time Periods 37
2.4 Additional Observable Implications 41
2.5 Discussion 42
2.6 Concluding Remarks 43

P A R T I I

3 History of the Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) 49
3.1 Introduction 49
3.2 Antecedents of the Civil War 50
3.3 Inside the War 63
3.4 Violence Against Civilians 67

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

viii Contents

3.5 The Study of Violence During the Spanish Civil War: Data

Sources and Caveats 76
3.6 Regional Patterns of Violence 77

4 Executions and Massacres During the Spanish Civil War 87
4.1 Direct Violence in Initial Periods of the Spanish Civil War 87
4.2 Violence in Non-Initial Periods 116
4.3 Localities That Fit the Theory and Outliers 124
4.4 Additional Empirical Checks 127
4.5 Concluding Remarks 128

5 Bombardments During the Spanish Civil War 130
5.1 Introduction 130
5.2 Is Indirect Violence Necessarily Indiscriminate? 131
5.3 Accounting for Indirect Violence Against Civilians 132
5.4 Bombardments in Catalonia During the Spanish Civil War 135
5.5 Conclusions 145

P A R T I I I

6 The Conflict in Côte d’Ivoire (2002–2011) 151
6.1 Introduction 151
6.2 The Civil War in Côte d’Ivoire 152
6.3 Direct Violence in 2010–2011 164
6.4 Concluding Remarks 169

7 Additional Evidence and Macro-Level Implications 171
7.1 Introduction 171
7.2 Evidence from Other Cases 171
7.3 Large-n Analyses 175
7.4 Conclusions 180

8 Conclusions 181
8.1 Main Lessons 181
8.2 Lessons About Case Studies 184
8.3 Competing Explanations 187
8.4 Broader Implications and Next Steps 189
8.5 Concluding Remarks 192

Appendix 194

Bibliography 219

Index 252

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Figures

2.1 Civilian and Armed Group Agency in the Perpetration of
Violence 23

2.2 Marginal Returns of Violence (Perpetrated by A), in
A-Controlled Areas 34

2.3 Marginal Returns of Violence (Perpetrated by A), in
A-Controlled Areas; Three Different Scenarios 34

2.4 Local Elites Motives and Violence in Different Periods of a
Civil War 40

3.1 Rebel and Republican Areas, July 22, 1936 61
3.2 Executed by the Right in Catalonia, by Province 79
3.3 Executed by the Left in Catalonia 80
3.4 Executed by the Right in Catalonia 80
3.5 Bombings by the Right in Catalonia 81
3.6 Executed by the Right in Aragon (1936–1939) 83
3.7 Executed by the Left in Malaga 85
4.1 Percentage of Right-Wing Affiliates Executed, by Percent

Support for the Left 93
4.2 Executed by the Left in Catalonia: Marginal Effects (ZINB) 101
4.3 Executed by the Left in Catalonia: Marginal Effects (ZINB),

by Political Party Membership (Conditional Marginal Effects
at Means, with 95% CI) 103

4.4 Depth of Local Cleavages and Executions by the Left 104
4.5 Executed by the Right in Aragon: Marginal Effects (ZINB) 106
4.6 Predicted Executions, by Level of Prewar Competition 108
4.7 Executed by the Left in Malaga: Marginal Effects (ZINB) 110
4.8 Total Executed in Non-Battlefield Areas, by Levels of Support

for the Left in the 1936 Elections 113
4.9 Executed by the Right in Battlefield and Rearguard Areas, by

Levels of Support for the Left in the 1936 Elections 115
4.10 Executed by the Left (t1) and Executed by the Right (t2) in

Catalonia 120
5.1 Fascist Bombings by Levels of Support for the Left 141

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x List of Figures

6.1 Côte d’Ivoire: Military Control Areas in the 2010–2011
Conflict 159

6.2 Turnout in Presidential Elections, Côte d’Ivoire 162
7.1 Low-Intensity Violence Between Catholics and Protestants in

Northern Ireland (2005–2012) 172
7.2 Predicted Low-Intensity Inter-Group Violence Events in

Northern Ireland (2005–2012) 173
7.3 Civilian Victimization Across Civil Wars During the Cold War

and After 177
A.4.1 Executed by the Left in Catalonia, by Political Party

Membership 207
A.4.2 Workers’s Strikes in a Locality (1931–1936) and Leftist

Executions in Malaga 207
A.4.3 Civilians Executed outside Battlefield Zones (All Regions);

Marginal Effects (ZINB) 208
A.4.4 Support for the Left in Catalonia (1936) 208
A.4.5 Support for the Left in Aragon (1936) 209
A.4.6 Support for the Left in Malaga (1936) 209

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments

This book has its origins in a PhD dissertation I defended at Yale University in
2010. At that time, the project benefited enormously from the advice provided
by the members of my PhD committee: Stathis N. Kalyvas, Elisabeth J. Wood,
and David Mayhew. I am very grateful for the intellectual imprint that Stathis,
Libby, and Prof. Mayhew have left on me, beyond the dissertation and this
book.

The research in this book has benefited from generous help offered by
many different people. Albert Sesé, Anna Palacios, Josep Ventura, and Mercè
Tafalla assisted me in the arduous process of data digitalization; Nacho Cam-
panero provided crucial help with the mapping of the data. Giulia Piccolino,
Albert Caramés, and Monica Palmieri were critical research assistants in Côte
d’Ivoire.

Over the course of several months of fieldwork in Spain, I met a number
of historians who were happy to walk me through archives, share data, or
provide insider’s insights on the Spanish conflict. I thank them for not having
pushed me away from their discipline, but rather pulled me in. These are schol-
ars such as Joan Villarroya, Josep Maria Roig Rosich, José Luis Ledesma, Jordi
Gaitx, and Antonio Calzado. Many relatives, friends, and acquaintances, and
their families, provided me with contacts for potential interviews, as well as
logistical support during fieldwork in Spain: thank you, Rosó Ventura, Carles
Fernández, Arsènia Clavera, Lucita Díaz, Anna Fernández, Roger Robert,
Gemma Torres, Helena Simón, Albert Piñeira, Alvaro Martínez, Lluis Orriols,
Pedro Riera, Gema García-Albacete, Elna Roig, Aina Roig, Mireia Calafell,
Dídac Queralt, Maria José Hierro, Mikel Ochoa, Gemma Sala, Remo Fernán-
dez, Lourdes Monedero, Imelda Tejero, Joan Cucurella, Héctor Cebolla, Anna
del Arroyo, and Elisa Chuliá. In different localities I visited, I found support
from strangers who helped me find testimonies of the war: Jaume Teixidó, Toni
Orensanz, Pere Audí, and Angela Jackson are some of them. Above all, I am
particularly grateful to all my interviewees, who took the time to meet with me
and recount their experiences: chatting with them helped me to learn a great

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xii Acknowledgments

deal about the civil war in Spain, and it also made me realize that what it takes
for knowledge to be built is not merely scholarship, but also vital experience.

Several graduate school friends read parts of the manuscript in its differ-
ent stages. In particular, I am grateful to Ana Arjona, Abbey Steele, Dominika
Koter, Harris Mylonas, José Fernández-Albertos, Victor Lapuente, Andrés San-
tana, Alberto Penadés, Jonah Schulhofer-Wohl, and Ryan Sheely for their
constructive feedback over these years. As I was turning the dissertation into
a book, I received very helpful comments from Anna Grzymala-Busse, Roger
Petersen, Alexander Downes, Erik Wibbels, Pablo Beramendi, Margaret Levi,
Karen Remmer, Carles Boix, Michael Ward, Eduardo González Calleja, Thad
Dunning, Sabine Flamand, Santiago Sánchez-Pages, Josep Maria Colomer,
Michael Munger, Margaret Foster, Jordan Roberts, Katie Webster, Georg
Vanberg, Scott Straus, Aila Matanock, Justine Davis, Giulia Piccolino, Yvan
Guichaoua, Matthew Mitchell, Alvaro Laparra, Andreas Wimmer, Costantino
Pischedda, Rachel Stein, David Carter, Andreu Arenas, Page Fortna, Debo-
rah Avant, Jake Shapiro, and two anonymous Cambridge University Press
reviewers.

In addition, the book manuscript has benefited from feedback in sev-
eral great venues, including the Harvard University International Relations
speaker series, the Princeton International Relations Faculty Colloquium, the
University of Denver Sié Center Series, the Northwestern University Security
Studies Working Group, the University of Virginia Lansing Lee/Bankard sem-
inars, the Columbia University International Politics Seminar, the European
Political Science Association 2013 Conference, and research seminars at Uni-
versity of California (Berkeley), University of Washington (Seattle), George
Washington University, New York University, University of Michigan, Univer-
sidad Católica de Chile, ICS-Lisbon University, Institut d’Anàlisi Econòmica-
CSIC, Binghamton University, Brown University, and Uppsala University.

Earlier versions of selected parts of Chapters 2 and 4 were previously pub-
lished in my 2010 article, “Rivalry and Revenge. Violence against Civilians
in Conventional Civil Wars.” International Studies Quarterly 54(2): 291–313.
2010 by Wiley, DOI: 10.1111/j.1468-2478.2010.00588.x; and in my 2011
article, “Continuation of Politics by Two Means: Direct and Indirect Violence
in Civil War.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 55(3): 397–422. 2011 by SAGE
Publications, Inc., all rights reserved. Earlier versions of some materials in
Chapter 5 were published in my 2011 article, “La muerte está en el aire: los
bombardeos en Cataluña, 1936–1939.” Revista Española de Investigaciones
Sociológicas 136: 193–214. 2011 by CIS, doi:10.5477/cis/reis.136.25. Related
versions of some elements in Chapter 7 were published in: Laia Balcells,
Abel Escribà-Folch, and Lesley Daniels. 2016. “The determinants of low-
intensity intergroup violence: the case of Northern Ireland.” Journal of Peace
Research 53: 33–48. 2016 by SAGE Publications, Inc., all rights reserved, doi:
10.1177/0022343315610399; and in Laia Balcells and Stathis Kalyvas. 2014.
“Does Warfare Matter? Severity, Duration, and Outcomes of Civil Wars.”

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgments xiii

Journal of Conflict Resolution 58(8): 1390–1418. 2014 by SAGE Publications,
Inc., all rights reserved. I thank the publishers of these journals for their per-
mission to draw from this work. I also thank Abel Escribà-Folch, Lesley-Ann
Daniels, and Stathis Kalyvas for letting me use some of the materials of our
co-authored research in Chapter 7 of the book.

Several institutions have provided funding for the research in this book,
for which I am very thankful: the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation,
the Niehaus Center for Globalization and Governance (NCGG) at Princeton
University, Duke University, Yale University (Leylan Fellowship; John Enders
Fellowship; Macmillan Center; Leitner Program in Political Economy, and
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences), the Catalan Government through
the Catalan Institute of Peace (ICIP) research grant (2011RICIP18), and the
Spanish Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas (CIS) through the Ayuda a la
finalización de tesis doctorales.

My family and friends deserve to be thanked for their invaluable support
during several years of research and writing. I am particularly grateful to my
parents, my brothers, and my partner for their encouragement to complete this
project. Special thanks are due to my grandparents, who were the first to tell
me about a civil war they had to endure when they were just kids. The stories
of my great-grandparents, who fought for the Republic, are among many civil
war stories I have heard and read over the years. The book is dedicated to all
the people who are behind these stories; that is, to all the victims of civil wars.

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Conventions

a) Throughout the manuscript, I make reference to several oral sources.

Between 2007 and 2009, I conducted over nine months of fieldwork in

Spain, which involved archival and bibliographical research, and semi-

structured interviews to survivors of the civil war in different provinces

throughout the country. Following an institutional review board (IRB)

protocol for the protection of human subjects, I refer to these interviews

anonymously in this book (an anonymized list of interviewees is pro-

vided in Table A.4.12 of the Appendix). This research was approved by

Yale University’s FAS Human Subjects Committee under IRB protocol

number 0704002514.

b) Names of locations (e.g., municipalities, counties, and regions) are

included in English. When there is no translation, the name in the

original language is included.

c) All quotations from written and oral sources in Catalan, French, or

Spanish have been translated into English by the author.

xiv

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11869-0 — Rivalry and Revenge
Laia Balcells 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Preface

When I was a kid, my brothers and I used to spend some weeks of each summer
with our grandparents in a small town on the Catalan coast. One summer, my
grandmother’s uncle from Santander, el Tio Manolo, came to spend a few days
with us. El Tio was a bachelor in his seventies, highly energetic, cheerful, and
witty. He could spend hours talking, recounting the story of his life, which
was marked by a civil war and a dictatorship. Tio Manolo was conscripted
by the Republican army when he was 17 years old – he was a member of
the so-called “baby bottle’s draft.” He survived the battlefield, but he lost his
brother (our great-grandfather), an officer of the Republican army, in a battle
with the Italians in the province of Burgos in August 1937. After the end of the
war, the Francoists imprisoned Tio Manolo and he was condemned to death
several times; he used to tell us that he was alive by pure chance because, for
some unknown reason, the prison guards never called his name at the time of
execution. He spent at least seven years in prison camps. When he was released,
he was almost 30, and in his adult life had known little more than violence,
torture, and hunger. He was a true survivor and a paradigm of resilience; no
wonder we were fascinated by him.

The story of Tio Manolo and his brother was one of combatants who
fought for the Republic and lost. In addition to our uncle’s stories, our grand-
mother would often tell us about her grandfather, who adopted her when
the coup split her family in the summer of 1936. El Abuelo was a Catalan
landowner and thus a conservative, and for a while he had to hide in the
Pyrenees mountains, threatened by anarchist militiamen who intended to kill
him. He became the mayor of his small locality after the civil war ended.
When Tio Manolo arrived in his village at the end of the war, fleeing from the
Francoists, he tried to help him. El Abuelo could not influence Tio Manolo’s
detention, but we believe that his local political power allowed him to inter-
vene in his favor and probably help him evade execution. He might have
had some agency within the apparent chaos and arbitrariness of Francoist
repression.

xv
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xvi Preface

When Tio Manolo was on the battlefield, he had switched to the Nationalist
side for a while in order to try to save his life. Yet, close to the end of the war,
he decided to defect back to the Republican side, even though it was clear that
they were going to lose the war. When El Abuelo asked him why he had done
such an irrational move, he responded, “they knew I was not one of them.”
Apparently, within Francoists ranks, they called him “el Rojo” (the red). Tio
Manolo thus had a strong leftist identity, which was visible to others. He could
mask his ideology for a while, but this falsification was not sustainable for a
long time. Also, his ultimate commitment was to the Republican army.

The stories of my ancestors speak to different theoretical themes I develop
in this book: the role of local political elites and civilian agency in the perpetra-
tion of violence during civil war and its immediate aftermath; the importance
of political mobilization and political identities in a civil war context – even
when these identities are not based on ascriptive traits; the role of emotions in
explaining wartime behavior. In a way, the story of my family made me realize
from an early age that civil wars are deeply complex phenomena, and spurred
my interest and passion in the study of civil wars at the micro level. It is at the
micro level, after all, where the different life stories transpire, where gray areas
exist, where the most human and the most inhuman facets of conflict unfold.

At the end of that summer, I told Tio Manolo that one day I would write
a book about his life. I never did so, but I ended up writing this book, which
speaks about the war he fought, and its victims.

www.cambridge.org/9781107118690
www.cambridge.org

