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       VIRGIL’S ASCANIUS 

 Ascanius is the most prominent child hero in Virgil’s  Aeneid . He accompanies 

his father from Troy to Italy and is present from the i rst book of the epic to the 

last; he is destined to found the city of Alba Longa and the Julian family to which 

Caesar and Augustus both belonged; he hunts, he i ghts, he makes speeches, 

and he even makes a joke. In the i rst book- length study of Virgil’s Ascanius, 

Anne Rogerson demonstrates the importance of this character not just to the 

Augustan family tree but to the texture and the meaning of the  Aeneid . As a i gure 

of prophecy and a symbol both of hopes for the future and of present uncertain-

ties, Ascanius is a fusion of epic and dynastic desires. Compelling close readings 

of the representation and reception of this understudied character throughout the 

 Aeneid  expose the unexpectedly childish qualities of Virgil’s heroic epic. 

  ANNE ROGERSON  is the Charles Tesoriero Senior Lecturer in Latin at the 

University of Sydney. She has published numerous articles on the  Aeneid  and 

its reception, and is also a regular contributor to Richard Glover’s Drive pro-

gramme on ABC radio, as a guest speaker and ancient world expert in the ‘Self- 

Improvement Wednesday’ series.   
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   VIRGIL’S ASCANIUS 

 Imagining the Future in the  Aeneid  
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  This book began as a PhD dissertation at the University of 
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Ascanius. He has been an inspiration and mentor and I will always 
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undergraduate lecturers have shown me. 
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