
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM IN
EARLY MODERN ENGLISH LITERATURE

This book explores the fall of Jerusalem and restores to its rightful
place one of the key explanatory tropes of early modern English cul-
ture. Showing the importance of Jerusalem’s destruction in sermons,
ballads, puppet shows and provincial drama of the period, Beatrice
Groves brings a new perspective to works by canonical authors such as
Marlowe, Nashe, Shakespeare, Dekker and Milton. The volume also
offers a historically compelling and wide-ranging account of major
shifts in cultural attitudes towards Judaism by situating texts in their
wider cultural and theological context. Groves examines the conti-
nuities and differences between medieval and early modern theatre,
London as an imagined community and the way that narratives about
Jerusalem and Judaism informed notions of English identity in the
wake of the Reformation. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach,
this volume will interest researchers and upper-level students of early
modern literature, religious studies and theatre.

beatrice groves is Research Lecturer in Renaissance Literature
at Trinity College, University of Oxford. She is the author of Texts
and Traditions: Religion in Shakespeare 1592–1604 (2007) and has pub-
lished articles in journals, such as Milton Studies, Shakespeare Survey,
Medieval and Renaissance Drama in England and Studies in Philol-
ogy, and her essay in The Sixteenth-Century Journal won the 2013
Sixteenth Century Society’s Literature Prize. Her essays have also
appeared in edited collections, including Shakespeare and Renaissance
Ethics (Cambridge, 2014), and Shakespeare and Early Modern Religion
(Cambridge, 2015).
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