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of Global Values

This book fundamentally reinterprets the history of international
human rights in the post-1945 era by documenting how pivotal the
Global South was for their breakthrough. In stark contrast to other
contemporary human rights historians who have focused almost exclu-
sively on the 1940s and the 1970s – heavily privileging Western agency –
Steven L. B. Jensen convincingly argues that it was in the 1960s that
universal human rights had their breakthrough.

This is a groundbreaking work that places race and religion at the
center of these developments and focuses on a core group of states that
led the human rights breakthrough, namely Jamaica, Liberia, Ghana
and the Philippines. They transformed the norms upon which the inter-
national community today is built. Their efforts in the 1960s postcolo-
nial moment laid the foundation – in profound and surprising ways –
for the so-called human rights revolution in the 1970s when Western
activists and states began to embrace human rights.

Steven L. B. Jensen is a researcher at the Danish Institute for Human
Rights. His current research, funded by the Danish Research Council
(2015–2017), focuses on the history of economic and social rights after
1945. He has previously published on genocide, HIV/AIDS, global
health and development, and 1960s politics and has held positions
with the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the United Nations.
He is the winner of the 2015 Ester Boserup Thesis Prize and the 2015
Rene Cassin Thesis Prize (Special Mention).
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This series showcases new scholarship exploring the backgrounds of human rights
today. With an open-ended chronology and international perspective, the series seeks
works attentive to the surprises and contingencies in the historical origins and legacies
of human rights ideals and interventions. Books in the series will focus not only
on the intellectual antecedents and foundations of human rights, but also on the
incorporation of the concept by movements, nation-states, international governance
and transnational law.

Also in the series:
Eleanor Davey, Idealism beyond Borders
Fisch, trans. Mage, The Right of Self-Determination of Peoples: The Domestication

of an Illusion
Hong, Cold War Germany, the Third World, and the Global Humanitarian Regime
Fehrenbach and Rodogno, Humanitarian Photography: A History
Hoffmann, Human Rights in the Twentieth Century
Snyder, Human Rights Activism and the End of the Cold War: A Transnational

History of the Helsinki Network
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