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abduction process, 94
acculturation, 195
Acolman, 107
actor-network theory, 3
ajaracas, 75
Alvarado, Alonso de Avila, r1o
Amerindian diet, 78—79
archaeological culture, 20
archaeological data, 7
circularity in interpretation, 187-188
compared with probate inventories,
38-45
buyers, 44
dating, 40—41
items mentioned, 41—42
owner identification, 39—40
prices, 4445
provenience, 43—44
quality of objects, 4243
critical reading and interpretation of,
185-186
criticism of, 131
as evidence, 23-25
use of, 186-187
archaeological material, use of, 7
archaeology
analogical reasoning in, 17-21
definition of, 4
evidence in, 7-8
history and, 9
hypothesis testing in, 2
archival research, 103

Index

Argentina 15 (excavated house lot), 75
archaeological patterns, 161
Asian porcelain, 85-86, 160, 162
Atotoz, Maria, 111
Atzompan, 111
auction records, 38. See also probate
inventories
Avila, Alonso de, 98, T10
Axayaca, Juan, 111
Axayaca, Maria, 111
Ayuntamiento, 69, 70
Aztec empire, 68
Aztec Templo Mayor, 121
Aztec Triple Alliance, To9
Aztec women, 133
Aztecs, 26
beliefs and iconography, 166
colors for monumental sculpture,
172-173
gold, T70-171
symbolism of blue, 172
symbolism of green, 174-176
torquoise mosaics, 173
Aztecs under Spanish Rule, The (Gibson),
16

baselines, 133
Basin of Mexico, §, 106, 112, T15, T37
Black-on-Orange ceramics, 79
blue (color), T71-174
association with cosmos and
temperature, 172-173
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blue (color) (cont.)

shades of, 171-172

symbolism among Aztecs, 172
blue majolica, 168. See also majolica
Blue-on-Cream majolica, 169
Bronze Age, 137
Brumfiel, Elizabeth (archaeologist),

105-106, 134-136

buyers of items, 44

cabeceras, 2.8, 110

Calle de los Donceles (street of the nobles),
71

Capilco, spindle whorls from, 135

Caribbean, 182

Carlos V of Spain, 54-55

Casa de Contratacion, 36

Casa de las Ajaracas, 75

castas, 48, 56, 70

Catdlogo de Pasajeros a Indias (Catalog of
Passengers to the Indies), 45

Catholicism, 33-34

Central Mexican cuisine, 76-77

in daily life and household rituals,
176
life-giving properties of, 175-176
prohibitions, 176
in religious rituals, 176
chalchibuitl (grue), 171-172
Chan (Maya site), 174
chinampas, 116-118
Chinese porcelain, 43, 85-86
Ch’ing porcelain, 86
chipped-stone tools, 137-144
in pre-Hispanic occupation, 141-142
production of, 197
resumption of production in colonial
period, 143-144
access to stone and metal tools,
143-144
knowledge of production and repair of
metal tools, 144
Cholula, 79
Christianity, 171
cthuacoatl, 69
clothing, 189-190

ethnicity and, 56
of indigenous women, 146

Central Mexico
archaeological contributions, 132
city-states, foundation of, tos as part of people’s lived experience, 56
before formation of Aztec empire, in probate inventories, 48
106 quality of indigenous weavings, 54—55
majolica in, 181 status and, 56
population decline during the Aztec tribute cloth, 50-51
period, 112 Coccidioides sp., 88
serving vessels in, 79 Codex Mendoza, 134
after Spanish conquest, 26-29 Cédice de los Alfareros de Cuaubtitlan, 81,
ceramics, 41, 79—-86 88
archaeological patterns, 87-92, T9o-191  color
Asian porcelain, 85-86, 160, 162 blue, 171-174
Black-on-Orange ceramics, 79 association with cosmos and
Chinese porcelain, 43, 85-86 temperature, 172—173
Ch’ing porcelain, 86 shades of, 171-172
indigenous, 51 symbolism among Aztecs, 172
Japanese porcelain, 44 green, 174-179
lead-glazed earthenware, 126, 127 of majolica
majolica. See majolica blue, 168
Red Ware, 79, 87-92, 127, 166 Blue-on-Cream, 169
symbols in, 166 cross-cultural interpretation of, 164
trade in, 125-128 green, 167
transition porcelain, 86 Green-on-Cream, 168
chalchibuitl (green stones), 174-176 meaning to indigenous people, 164
in costumes of Tlaloc, 176 in postclassic and colonial Xaltocan,
in creation myths and indigenous 166-170
histories, 175 comales, 116
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conquistadors
conquest of Mexico-Tenochtitlan, 67-68
food, 76
consumption
as function of economic status, 157-158
gender factor in, 158
patterns of, value of majolica and, 160
sexuality factor in, 158
contemporary analogs, 131
Correo Mayor 11 (excavated house lot), 75
archaeological patterns, 161
corroborating evidence, 102
Cortés, Hernan, 26, 54-55, 81, 109
Cortés, Martin, 81
cotton thread and cloth, 116, 118-119
Coyoacan, 138
Coyotepec, 110
creolization, 195
criollos, 193
Cuauhtémoc, 68
Cuaubhtitlan, 81, 107, 110
Cuenca, Ecuador, 193
Cuexcomate, spindle whorls from, 135
cuitlatexotli (stained blue), 171-172
Culhuacan, 106, 107

daily life, indigenous, 6-7, 176

dating of documents
biography of owner and, 41
precision of dates, 40—41
probate inventories, 4041

de la tierra, 49

decapitation, 138

decedents, 45-48. See also probate

inventories

sex of, 48

description of probate inventory items,

52-54

diet. See food and diet

diorite, 175

direct historical approach, 20

disciplinary ideologies, 13

DNA study, 108-109

Doiia Luisa, 193

Donceles 97 (excavated house lot), 7274
archaeological patterns, 91, 161
ceramic evidence, 93

earthenware. See also ceramics
lead-glazed, 126, 127
tin-enameled. See majolica

235

“Eating Like an Indian” (article), 63-65
elites, indigenous
adoption of Spanish clothes and
weaponry, 198-199
conflicts between, 29
marriage with Spanish colonizers,
96
swords and daggers, 146-147
Xaltocan, r1o-111, 120
Empire of the Triple Alliance, 68
encomenderos, 97-98, 110
encomiendas, 71
Ethnic Identity in Nahua Mesoamerica
(Berdan et al.), 7-8
ethnogenesis, 195
European goods
description of, 55
indigenous interpretations of, 199—200
in probate inventories, 52
sold in public auctions, 55-56
European immigrants, 45
European majolica, 161-162
evidence
in archaeology, 7-8
ceramic, 79—-86
corroborating, 102
multiple and diverse types, 102-103

faunal remains, 115, 190
Felder, Kathrin, 20
first-level analogies in archaeology, 18
flakes, 139-141
Florentine Codex, 177
food and diet
Amerindian, 78-79
Central Mexican, 76-77
food remains, 76-77
Iberian, 78-79
of indigenous people, 76-77
Spanish colonizers, 95-96
Spanish conquistadors, 76
food remains, 76-79
formation theory, 23
Formative period (2000 BCE-200 CE),
174
Fotiadis, Michael, 13

Gage, Thomas, 26
Galloway, Patricia, 3
Garcia, Martin, 54, 189
Garcia Bravo, Alonso, 69
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gender, 193-194
consumption and, 158
material culture and, 193-194
general comparative analogy, 19
Gibson, Charles
Aztecs under Spanish Rule, The, 16
gifts, 96
gold, 170-171
Gonzalez de Avila, Gil, 110
Gonzilez de Benavides, Gil, 110
Gonzélez Obregon 25 (excavated house
lot), 75
archaeological patterns, 161
governors, 27
Graham, Elizabeth, 20
green (color), 174-179
green majolica, 167
green stones, 174-176
in costumes of Tlaloc, 176
in creation myths and indigenous
histories, 175
in daily life and household rituals, 176
life-giving properties of, 175-176
prohibitions, 176
in religious rituals, 176
Green-on-Cream majolica, 168
green-on-cream majolica, 178-179
“green-stone gourds”, 178
grinding stones, 147-15T
archaeological and historical studies,
149-150
continued use of, 148-149
cost of milling, 149
decline in maize grinding in end of 20th
century, T50-15T
lack of infrastructure and supporting
technologies, 149
maize grinding, use in, 147-148
Guatemala 38 (excavated house lot), 66
archaeological patterns, 161
ceramic evidence, 90
Gutiérrez de Montealegre, Ger6nimo, 72

Hacienda of Santa Lucia, 120
Hawkes, Christopher, 154-155, 156-157
Henle, Paul, 25
Hidalgo, 142
hispanidad (“Spanishness™), 34, 192
historical data, 23-25
use of, 186-187
historical documents, 131
critical reading of, 187

as only source of information, 6o
replication of, 59
specific standards, 6o
standard minimum of, 60-61
historical narratives, 11
history
analogical reasoning in, 185
archaeology and, 9
synecdoche in, 14-17
Huehuetoc, 110
Huemac (Toltec leader), 177
Huexotla, 135
hypothesis testing, 2, 58—59

Iberian diet, 78-79
Indian Conquistadors, 68
indigenous elites
adoption of Spanish clothes and
weaponry, 198-199
conflicts between, 29
marriage with Spanish colonizers, 96
swords and daggers, 146-147
Xaltocan, r10-111, 120
indigenous goods
adoption by Spanish colonizers, 34,
191-192
admiration for craftsmanship in, 191
hospitality and political negotiation in,
192
relations of production in, 192
positive evaluation of, 54
in probate inventories, 50-51
Spanish colonizers’ views of, 57-58
indigenous households, 15-16
indigenous people
adoption of Spanish material culture,
196
attempts to overthrow colonizers, 70
diet of, 76-77
effects of Spanish conquest on, 197
production of European-style goods by,
50-51
indigenous women
clothing, 146
production of tribute cloth, 50-51
Infante, Perdo (Spanish priest), 119
interethnic feasts, 63—1o0
ceramic evidence, 79-86
“eating Like an Indian” model, 95-96,
9799
food remains, 6771
Orozco y Berra narrative, 97-99
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separatism between Spaniards and
indigenous people, 92—-94

Spanish households in Mexico City,
67-71

trials of Spaniards eating like Indians,
66-67

237

majolica, 81-85, 154-183. See also
ceramics
archaeological patterns, 87-92
common-grade, 84
consumption patterns and, 160
contexts of use, 179-180

Zoyatzingo title and, 97

Introduction to the Study of History
(Langlois and Seignobos), 9

Iron Age, 137
irony, 13
itztli, 139
ixki (blue), 172
Ixtlilxochitl, Fernando, 69

critiques and possibilities, 156-159
completeness of concept, 156
conceptual definition, 156
economic and technological

explanations, 156-157

elite’s use of, 198-199

European, 161-162

fine-grade, 84

fragments collected in Xaltocan,

jade, 174 160-161
jadeite, 175 indigenous people’s use of, 180-183,
Japanese porcelain, 44 198-199

key characteristics of, 159-160
color, 164-166
price, 163-164
provenance, I161-162
quality, 163-164
shine, 170-171
patterns of exchange, 200
place of manufacture, 82-83
quality of, 83-85
symbolism, 162
uses of, 84, 85
in Xaltocan, 127-128, 159-161
mano, 147
Marquez, Salvador, 38
masa (ground maize dough), 147
material culture, 4, 6, 27
materiality in Spanish colonies, 184—201

Johnson, Mark, 12
Justo Sierra 33 (excavated house lot),
7172, 90-91
archaeological patterns, 161
botanical remains in, 78
ceramic evidence, 93
faunal remains in, 77-78

k’angi (green), 172
Kepecs, Susan, 24—25

la traza, 69—70, 95
Lake Xaltocan, 104

draining of, 151
Lakoff, George, 12
Langlois, Charles-Victor, 9
Late Postclassic metalworkers, 170
lead-glazed earthenware, 126, 127 interpretive strategies, 184-188
“Letters and People to Spain”, 194 analogical reasoning in history,
Licenciado Verdad 8 (excavated house lot), 185

7475 circularity in analogical reasoning,

archaeological patterns, 161 187-188

ceramic evidence, 89, 90 critical reading and interpretation of
lithic cutting tools, 137 documents, 185-186
lithics, 41 evidence, 185
Lockhart, James, 15-16 proof, 187
long-term studies, 133 synecdoche in archeology, 185
Lucas, Gavin, 22 use of data, 186-187
Lujin Lopez, Leonardo, 158 material culture in indigenous towns,

195-201

macahuitl, 138 adoption of metals, 198
macanas, 138 adoption of Spanish material culture,
MacCormack, Sabine, 23 196
maize, 116, 147-148, 150151 chipped-stone tool production, 197
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materiality in Spanish colonies (cont.) historical, 11
continuity in settlement patterns, plots, 11
196-197 Nazareo, Pablo, 120
indigenous interpretations of imported ~ Neolithic Age, 132
material goods, 199—200 New Spain, 68
majolica, 198-199 casta system in, 56
obsidian procurement, 197-198 poverty and need in, 27
patterns of exchange, 200 territories in, 26
power struggle, 199 7’ixki (blue), 172
material worlds of colonizers, 189-195 nixtamal, 147
adoption of indigenous culture, nixtamalization, 147
191-192 nk’angi (blue), 171-172
ceramic evidence, 190-191 nk’angi (green), 172
clothing, 189-190 nk’anti (green), 172
consumption patterns, 192—193 nochtli (medium green), 171-172
probate inventories, 189, 190 Nunez, Hernan, 37
matlalli (dark blue), 171-172
matlaltic (dark green), 171-172 Oaxaca, 45
Matricula de Huejotzinco, 28-29 obsidian, 123-125
Matricula de Tributos, 109 market exchange, 123-125
Meéndez, Padre Luis, 75 political system and control of, 125,
Mesoamerica, 174 197-198
mestizos, 48 sharpness, 137
Metahistory (White), 12—-13 sources of, 123, 125, 142
metal tools and ornaments, 145-147, 198 obsidian blades, 141
metaphors, 12 Orinoco, 182
archaeologists’ use of, 13-14 Orinoco region, 18
historians’ use of, 13-14 Ortiz, Antonio, 66
metate, 147 Otomis, 106, 165
metonymy, 13 Otumba
Metropolitan Cathedral, 69, 71, 75 glazed pottery, 127
Mexica, 104, 174 obsidian from, 142, 143-144
Mexico City, 4, 26 spindle whorls from, 135
decedents, 45 Oyameles-Zaragoza, 143-144
rebuilding, 68 Ozumbilla, 120
Spanish households in, 67—71
Mexico-Tenochtitlan, 26 Pachuca, 142, 143-144
conquest of (1521), 4, 67-68 Palacio Real, 70
Ming Dynasty, 85 Paleolithic Age, 137
mixing epistemologies, 3 Pérez de la Serna, Archbishop Juan, 74
Mixtec pottery, 167 Pérez de Zamora, Nicolés, 110
Mixteca, 28-29 petates, 120
Mixteca Alta, 146 pinolli, 116, 118-119
Moctezuma, 54 plombajina, 88
Moctezuma, Eduardo Matos, 158 plots, 11
mulattoes, 48 Postclassic Mesoamerican ceramics,
166-167
Nahuas, 70, 95, 165, 170, 171, 195 pottery, 42, 79-81
Nahuatl, 6, 171-172 pre-Columbian technologies, 132
narratives, 1 price of majolica, 163-164
forms, 1o-11 prices of items, 44—45
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prismatic blades, 137-138 serpentine, 175
probate inventories, 36—38, 189 shine, 170-171
auction records, 38 slave-owners, 49
compared with archaeological data, slaves, in probate inventories, 49
3845, 190 social classes, 2.8
buyers, 44 social history, 3—4
dating, 40—41 social status, 28
items mentioned, 41—42 socio-economic status of colonizers, 34-3 5
owner identification, 39—40 Soria, Diego de, 71
prices, 44—45 Spanish colonizers
provenience, 43-44 adoption of indigenous goods by, 34,
quality of objects, 4243 191-192
content of, 48—49 admiration for craftsmanship in, 191
decedents, 45—48 hospitality and political negotiation
European goods in, 52 in, 192
indigenous items in, §o—51 relations of production in, 192
place of manufacture of items, 49—52 belongings left by, 33-62
quality of items in, 52-57 content of inventories, 48-49
stock lists, 37-38 decedents, 45—48
wills, 37 inventories of, 36-38
Programa de Arqueologia Urbana (PAU), place of manufacture, 49-52
70-71 quality of, s2—57
Puebla, 45 feasts, 95-96
pueblo de indios, 104 hospitality by offering indigenous foods,
pulque, 77 95-96
Iberian diet, 78-79
quetzal feathers, 176-177 indigenous food and, 77
quilpalli (intense green), 171-172 marriage with indigenous elites, 96
quiltic (light green), 171-172 material lives of, 26
socio-economic status of, 34-35
Red Ware ceramics, 79 views on indigenous items, 57—58
archaeological patterns, 87-92 Spanish conquistadors
production of, 127 conquest of Mexico-Tenochtitlan, 67-68
sacrifice imagery in, lack of, 166 food, 76
religious items, in probate inventories, 48 Spanish households, 67—71
Ribera, Luis de, 74 Donceles 97 (excavated house), 72~74
Robin, Cynthia, 21 Guatemala 38 (excavated house), 66
Rodriguez, Cristobal, 37 Justo Sierra 33 (excavated house), 71-72
Rodriguez, Melchor, 66 Licenciado Verdad 8 (excavated house),
Rome, 23 74-75
Mexican plant remains in, 77
sacredness and shine, 171 spindle whorls, 134-136
Sagrario, 71, 75 stock lists, 37—38. See also probate
Sagrario Metropolitano, 175 inventories
sampling theory, 23 Stone Age, 132, 137
San Antonio Zoyatzingo, 97 structural corroboration, ro2
Santa Maria, Antonio de, TT1-112 symbols in ceramics, 166
Santa Teresa la Antigua convent, 74 syncretism, 195
scrapers, 139 synecdoche, 13, 21-22
second-level analogies in archaeology, 18 in archaeology, 185
Seignobos, Charles, 9 in history, 14-17
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Tacuba, 109, 119

Tapia, Andrés de, 66

Tecalco, 111

technologies, 131-153
chipped-stone tools, 137-144
grinding stones, 147-151
introduction of, 29
lithic cutting tools, 136-137
metal tools and ornaments, 145-147
pre-Columbian, 132

Templo Mayor, 68, 75, 162, 172173, 174,

175, 189

Tenanitlan, 111

Tenayuca, 106

Tenochtitlan, 96, 107, 109, 165, 166-170,

173-174

Teoloyucan, 110

Tepictoton, 177-178

tequisquitl, 115, 120

terra sigillata pottery, 93

Texcoco, 109, 119

texotli (sky blue), 171-172

Tezozomoc, 175

Thompson, R., 19

Tipu (Belize), colonial burials in, 20

titulo primordial (primordial title), 97-99

Tlacopan, 109

Tlacotzin, 69

tlaliac (turquoise blue), 171-172

Tlaloc, 176, 177

Tlatelolco, 15-16, 1171, 141, 165

tlatoani, 116

Tlaxcala, 66, 109

tochpalatl (aqua blue), 171-172

tonalli, 170

Tonanitla, 11

Tonatiuh, 171

tools
chipped-stone tools, 137-144
lithic cutting tools, 136-137
metal tools and ornaments, 145-147
obsidian. See obsidian
in probate inventories, 48
weavers, 55

topos, 193

Toribio de Motolinia, 49

Torquemada, 138

“traidos”, 52, 55

transculturation, 195

transition porcelain, 86

trash pits, 71

tribute cloth, s0-51
Tulancingo, 45, 142
Tultepec, 110
tzilacaiutli, 178
tzilacayotli, 178-179
tzoalli, 177

Ucareo, 142, 143-144

Viceregal Palace, 70

viceroys, 27

Villa-Sefor y Sdnchez, Jose Antonio de,
114

weavers, §0-51
tools, 55

White, Hayden, 12-13

wills, 37

Worm, Ole, 8

written records, 6

Xaltocan, 4, 6, 101-130

abandonment and repopulation of,
107-108

agriculture, 116

archaeology and history in, 103-106

Aztec conquest of, 142-143

Brumfiel’s research on, 105-106

ceramic evidence, 120-122

colonial economy, 120-122

colonial period, 119

commoners in, TTI-I12

congregacion of, 109-110

cycle of property and poverty in,
120-122

decline in living standards after Aztec
conquest, IT6-118

demography, 112-114

DNA study of individuals buried in,
108-109

economic situation by end of 16th
century, 120

elites, 1T0-111, 120

as an encomienda of Alonso de Avila,
110

impoverishment at the beginning of 16th
century, TT9—120

location of, to4

majolica in, 127-128, 159-16T

occupation of, 105

political history of, To6-112
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population decline under Aztec rule, 114 tribute obligations, 109
population growth and decline, 113 war with Cuauhtitlan, To7, 142-143
pre-Hispanic archaeological Xiuhtecuhtli (Aztec god of fire), 172
assemblages, T105-106 xiubtic (turquoise), 171-172
production in, 114-122 xiuhuitl (blue), 171-172
self-sufficiency in toth century CE, Xoloc, 111
115 xoloitzcuintles, 76—77
Spanish conquest of, To9
spindle whorls from, 135 Zacualtipan, 143-144
trade in, 123-128 Zapotec religion, 21
ceramics, 125-128 Zoyatzingo title, 97-99
obsidian, 123-125 Zumpango, 110, 119
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