
RADICAL ORIENTALISM

This fascinating study reveals the extent to which the Orientalism
of Byron and the Shelleys resonated with the reformist movement
of the Romantic era. It documents how and why radicals such
as Bentham, Cobbett, Carlile, Hone, and Wooler, among others
in post-revolutionary Britain, invoked Turkey, North Africa, and
Mughal India when attacking and seeking to change their govern-
ment’s domestic policies. Examining a broad archive ranging from
satires, journalism, tracts, political and economic treatises, and public
speeches to the exotic poetry and fictions of canonical Romanticism,
Gerard Cohen-Vrignaud shows that promoting colonization was not
Orientalism’s sole ideological function. Equally vital was its aesthetic
and rhetorical capacity to alienate the people’s affection from their
rulers and fuel popular opposition to regressive taxation, penal cru-
elty, police repression, and sexual regulation.

gerard cohen-vrignaud is Assistant Professor of English at The
University of Tennessee. He has published articles in English Lit-
erary History, Modern Language Quarterly, Studies in Romanticism,
Nineteenth-Century Literature, Dickens Studies Annual, and differences.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-11032-8 - Radical Orientalism: Rights, Reform, and Romanticism
Gerard Cohen-Vrignaud
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107110328
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge studies in romanticism

Founding editor
Professor Marilyn Butler, University of Oxford

General editor
Professor James Chandler, University of Chicago

Editorial board
John Barrell, University of York

Paul Hamilton, University of London
Mary Jacobus, University of Cambridge
Claudia Johnson, Princeton University

Alan Liu, University of California, Santa Barbara
Jerome McGann, University of Virginia

David Simpson, University of California, Davis

This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging
fields within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s a
formidable array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not
just in poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of
writing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and the
political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth called
those “great national events” that were “almost daily taking place”: the French
Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industrialization,
religious revival, an expanded empire abroad and the reform movement at home.
This was an enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations
between science, philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked in texts such
as Frankenstein and Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A Vindication of
the Rights of Woman and Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; poetic
form, content and style by the Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside
Shakespeare studies, probably no body of writing has produced such a wealth
of comment or done so much to shape the responses of modern criticism. This
indeed is the period that saw the emergence of those notions of “literature” and of
literary history, especially national literary history, on which modern scholarship
in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge, this one
will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars, on either
side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published see end of book.
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