
Cyber Security and the Politics of Time

‘Cyber security’ is a recent addition to the global security agenda, con-
cerned with protecting states and citizens from the misuse of computer
networks forwar, terrorism, economic espionage and criminal gain.Many
argue that the ubiquity of computer networks calls for robust and perva-
sive counter-measures, not least governments concerned at their potential
effects on national and economic security.Drawing on critical literature in
InternationalRelations, security studies, political theory and social theory,
this is the first book that describes how these visions of future cyber
security are sustained in the communities that articulate them.
Specifically, it shows that conceptions of time and temporality are foun-
dational to the politics of cyber security. It explores how cyber security
communities understand the past, present and future, thereby shaping
cyber security as a political practice. Integrating a wide range of concep-
tual and empirical resources, this innovative book provides insight for
scholars, practitioners and policymakers.

Tim Stevens is Teaching Fellow in the Department of Politics and
International Relations, Royal Holloway, University of London. He is
the co-author of Cyberspace and the State (2011) and has published
widely on cyber security and related issues in journals like International
Political Sociology, Security Dialogue and Contemporary Security Policy.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10942-1 - Cyber Security and the Politics of Time
Tim Stevens
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107109421
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10942-1 - Cyber Security and the Politics of Time
Tim Stevens
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107109421
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cyber Security and the Politics
of Time

Tim Stevens
King’s College London

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10942-1 - Cyber Security and the Politics of Time
Tim Stevens
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107109421
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107109421

© Tim Stevens 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Stevens, Tim, 1973–
Cyber security and the politics of time / Tim Stevens, King’s College London.

pages cm
ISBN 978-1-107-10942-1 (hardback)
1. Technology and international relations. 2. Internet and international
relations. 3. Computer security – Government policy. 4. Cyberspace –

Security measures – Government policy. 5. Computer networks – Security
measures – Government policy. I. Title.
JZ1254.S74 2015
327.10285′58–dc23

2015016413

ISBN 978-1-107-10942-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication,
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10942-1 - Cyber Security and the Politics of Time
Tim Stevens
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107109421
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


I dedicate this book to the memory of my maternal
grandfather, Paul Pedrick McCord (1903–89), forester
and soldier.
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