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Since the graphic novel rose to prominence half a century ago, it has become one
of the fastest growing literary/artistic genres, generating interest from readers
globally. The Cambridge Companion to the Graphic Novel examines the evo-
lution of comic books into graphic novels and the distinct development of this
art form both in America and around the world. This Companion also explores
the diverse subgenres often associated with it, such as journalism, fiction, his-
torical fiction, autobiography, biography, science fiction, and fantasy. Leading
scholars offer insights into graphic novel adaptations of prose works and the
adaptation of graphic novels to films; analyses of outstanding graphic novels,
like Maus and The Walking Man; an overview which distinguishes the interna-
tional graphic novel from its American counterpart; and analyses of how the
form works and what it teaches, making this book a key resource for scholars,
graduate students, and undergraduate students alike.

stephen e. tabachnick is Professor of English Literature at the University of
Memphis. He has edited or written eleven books, including three on the graphic
novel, and has been teaching university courses on the graphic novel for over
twenty years. In 2015, he guest-edited a special issue of the journal Studies in the
Novel on the graphic novel. He recently won the University of Memphis’ award
for distinguished research in the Humanities. His original field of specialization
is Lawrence of Arabia as a writer, and Tabachnick has written or edited four
books on Lawrence, including Images of Lawrence, the 1988 centenary volume
published by Lawrence’s own publisher, Jonathan Cape, in London.
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of the Mightiest Man” in Atoman no. 1 (1946). The complete story

is in the public domain and may be read at the Digital Comic

Museum: http://digitalcomicmuseum.com/. page 9
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permission of Dover Publishing. 32
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novel with words. By permission of Dover Publishing. 34

3.1 Cartoonist Terry Moore experimented with minimalist imagery for
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Abstract Studios. 46
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4.1 Caran d’Ache (Emmanuel Poiré) (1858–1909),Maestro, 1894. A
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Figaro. That he had actually drawn at least 100 pages ofMaestro

remained unknown until 1999, when the originals were discovered

in a private collection and purchased by the Centre National de la

Bande Dessinée et de l’Image in Angoulême, France. 60
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