Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-10879-0 — The Cambridge Companion to the Graphic Novel
Edited by Stephen E. Tabachnick

Frontmatter

More Information

THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO
THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

Since the graphic novel rose to prominence half a century ago, it has become one
of the fastest growing literary/artistic genres, generating interest from readers
globally. The Cambridge Companion to the Graphic Novel examines the evo-
lution of comic books into graphic novels and the distinct development of this
art form both in America and around the world. This Companion also explores
the diverse subgenres often associated with it, such as journalism, fiction, his-
torical fiction, autobiography, biography, science fiction, and fantasy. Leading
scholars offer insights into graphic novel adaptations of prose works and the
adaptation of graphic novels to films; analyses of outstanding graphic novels,
like Maus and The Walking Man; an overview which distinguishes the interna-
tional graphic novel from its American counterpart; and analyses of how the
form works and what it teaches, making this book a key resource for scholars,
graduate students, and undergraduate students alike.

STEPHEN E. TABACHNICK is Professor of English Literature at the University of
Memphis. He has edited or written eleven books, including three on the graphic
novel, and has been teaching university courses on the graphic novel for over
twenty years. In 2015, he guest-edited a special issue of the journal Studies in the
Novel on the graphic novel. He recently won the University of Memphis’ award
for distinguished research in the Humanities. His original field of specialization
is Lawrence of Arabia as a writer, and Tabachnick has written or edited four
books on Lawrence, including Images of Lawrence, the 1988 centenary volume
published by Lawrence’s own publisher, Jonathan Cape, in London.

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book.
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FIGURES

Writer Ken Crossen and artist Jerry Robinson created “The Making
of the Mightiest Man” in Atoman no. 1 (1946). The complete story
is in the public domain and may be read at the Digital Comic
Museum: http://digitalcomicmuseum.com/.

The protagonist in Otto Niickel’s Destiny jumps out of a window to
her death as a policeman shoots at her. Eisner has stated that Niickel
as well as Frans Masereel and Lynd Ward, other creators of graphic
novels without words, were major inspirations for his own work. By
permission of Dover Publishing.

Painter Max Ernst’s wordless Une Semaine de Bonté, a “surrealistic
novel in collage,” is also an important precursor of the graphic
novel with words. By permission of Dover Publishing.

Cartoonist Terry Moore experimented with minimalist imagery for
an early graphic novel cover, Strangers in Paradise. By permission of
Abstract Studios.

Cartoonist Ellen Forney conveys a conflicted mind through a
myriad of words and a single illustration. Page 22 from Marbles,
Mania, Depression, Michelangelo, and Me: A Graphic Memoir
(2012). By permission of Gotham Books.

Caran d’Ache (Emmanuel Poiré) (1858-1909), Maestro, 1894. A
proposed 360-page wordless graphic novel about a musical prodigy
by the great T9th-century French cartoonist Caran d’Ache, Maestro,
had it been completed, might very well have been a landmark in
comics history. Instead, the project was known of only through an
1894 letter by the artist, pitching the book to the newspaper Le
Figaro. That he had actually drawn at least Too pages of Maestro
remained unknown until 1999, when the originals were discovered
in a private collection and purchased by the Centre National de la
Bande Dessinée et de 'Image in Angouléme, France.
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4.2 Canadian Jeff Lemire continues to produce compelling literary

fiction set in rural Canada. This page from Lemire’s

multi-generational epic trilogy, Essex County (2009), shows an old

man remembering his long-ago betrayal of his brother. Essex

County © Jeff Lemire. 71
5.1 Page 143 from George A. Walker, Written in Wood (Richmond Hill,

ON: Firefly Books, 2014), “Book of Hours: A 9/11 Story.” Images

of daily life on 8/11 New York: the pictures in this silent work need

no comment. Reproduced with permission from the Porcupine’s

Quill © 2015 George A. Walker. 86
5.2 Page 144 from George A. Walker, Written in Wood (Richmond Hill,

ON: Firefly Books, 2014), “Book of Hours: A 9/11 Story.” Images

of daily life on 8/11 New York: an example of the power of

“silence” in wordless graphic novels. Reproduced with permission

from Porcupine’s Quill © 2015 George A. Walker. 87
6.1 Revising Shakespeare, revising fantasy. From The Sandman: Dream

Country © 1990 DC Comics. Written by Neil Gaiman and

illustrated by Kelley Jones, Charles Vess, Colleen Doran, Malcolm

Jones 111, Dave McKean, Robbie Busch, and Steve Oliff. Courtesy of

DC Comics. 102
7.1 Zograf draws himself representing the conflict in Serbia through a

jagged page layout that portrays national leaders as a monstrous

beast. © 2007 Aleksandar Zograf, Regards From Serbia, by

permission Top Shelf Books. 118
7.2 In his weakened state due to chemotherapy, Harvey Pekar struggles

to remember who he is. © 1994 Our Cancer Year, Harvey Pekar

and Joyce Brabner. By permission of Running Press, a member of

the Perseus Books Group. 121
8.1 Joe Sacco, Safe Area Gorazde, page 59. © Fantagraphics Books.

Reproduced with kind permission of the publisher. 139
9.1 Griffin transforms into the Invisible Man. From The Invisible Man

by Rick Geary. By permission of First Classics, Inc. 148
9.2 Dr. Jekyll transforms into Mr. Hyde. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by

Lorenzo Mattotti and Jerry Kramsky, page 17. By permission

© CASTERMAN S.A. 153

12.1 Page 136 of volume 1 of Maus affords a panel rich with text
complexity, a strong scaffold for readers, some of whom may not
know to look for such depth from comics. 198
12.2 This page from Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons’ Watchmen offers
many clues for understanding textual elements, especially for a deep
reader willing to hypothesize from visual elements. © DC Comics. 199
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