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VLADIMIR NABOKOV IN CONTEXT

Vladimir Nabokov, bilingual writer of dazzling masterpieces, is a
phenomenon that both resists and requires contextualization. This
book challenges the myth of Nabokov as a sole genius who worked in
isolation from his surroundings, as it seeks to anchor his work firmly
within the historical, cultural, intellectual and political contexts of the
turbulent twentieth century. Vladimir Nabokov in Context maps the
ever-changing sites, people, cultures and ideologies of his itinerant life
which shaped the production and reception of his work. Concise and
lively essays by leading scholars reveal a complex relationship of
mutual influence between Nabokov’s work and his environment.
Appealing to a wide community of literary scholars, this timely
companion to Nabokov’s writing offers new insights and approaches
to one of the most important, and yet most elusive, writers of modern
literature.

david m. bethea is Emeritus Vilas Research Professor of Slavic
Languages and Literature at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
Apart from several articles on Nabokov, his publications include The
Superstitious Muse: Thinking Russian Literature Mythopoetically
(Selected Essays) (2009); Realizing Metaphors: Alexander Pushkin and
the Life of the Poet (1998) and Joseph Brodsky and the Creation of Exile
(1994). He is also the editor of The Pushkin Handbook (2006, 2013);
Puškin Today (1993) and an annotated edition of Pushkin’s works in
Russian.

siggy frank is Assistant Professor in Russian Studies at the
University of Nottingham. She is the author of several articles on
Nabokov and of the monograph Nabokov’s Theatrical Imagination
(2012).
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Note on Transliteration and Dates

Transliteration of Russian texts follows the Library of Congress system
without diacritical marks, apart from common Anglicised spellings of
Russian names of historical and fictional persons (e.g. Tolstoy instead of
Tolstoi; Gogol instead of Gogol’, Alexander instead of Aleksandr).
Unless noted otherwise, dates in brackets in the text refer to the date of

first publication.
Until 1918, Russia used the Julian Calendar, which lagged in the nine-

teenth century twelve days and in the twentieth century thirteen days
behind the Gregorian Calendar. Both Julian and Gregorian dates are
given where relevant.
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