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Based on extended interviews conducted from the Pakistani countryside
to Washington, AP Foreign Correspondents in Action: World War II to
the Present reveals for the first time what it takes to get the stories that
bring the world home to America. It gives new frontline insights into
major events from the Japanese surrender in 1945 to the 2010s Syrian
civil war, and it helps understand the impact of news on international
affairs by revealing foundational journalistic practices.

Both successes and failures through eight decades of foreign corre-
spondence from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe show that public discourse
has been best served by correspondents who, at great risk, challenged
accepted narratives, exposed omnipresent lies, gave a voice to the voice-
less, and stymied the frequently violent efforts of those who feared
truth-telling eyewitnesses.
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ches and researches the interplay between news, journalistic practices,
and international affairs — topics she has lectured about to academic and
professional audiences from China to Chile. A former newswoman
with The Associated Press and fluent in four languages, she is the author
of American Journalism and International Relations, also from
Cambridge University Press, which analyzes the impact of foreign cor-
respondence on American foreign policy from 1848 to 2008. She is also
the author or editor of three other books on journalism and foreign
affairs. She holds a PhD in Mass Communication from the University of
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To the memory of Anja,
and to Kathy, Terry, and all foreign correspondents

who give so much to tell the stories
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Jacques and Georgia Billeaud, Samer Farha, Lutz Gorgens, Francis Hwang,
Bruno and Mafalda Melica, and Art and Debby Rotstein gave me safe harbor
from Tokyo to Tucson. On Friday, April 4, 2014, two email messages, from
Jacques and Steve Elliott, our bureau chief when all three of us worked at AP
Phoenix, jumped out as I opened my mailbox — one’s title read “relevant to your
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Their emails contained only a link: http://www.ap.org/Content/AP-In-The-
News/2014/AP-photographer-killed-reporter-wounded.

Anja Niedringhaus had been murdered and Kathy Gannon horribly
wounded by a policeman who fired his automatic weapon at them as they sat
in their car in Afghanistan, on assignment to cover the country’s pivotal
elections. Anja and Kathy — I could see them, less than a year earlier, peering
through the crowds at Benazir Bhutto International Airport arrival hall, and
then smiling, laughing, discoursing in every now infinitely precious moment of
the weekend they welcomed me to Pakistan, taking time for interviews even as
they were getting ready for another Afghanistan assignment. As I was writing
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this book, another AP foreign correspondent, video journalist Simone Camilli,
was killed (together with an AP translator) covering war in the Gaza Strip —and
I hate keeping this count, fully aware of how many more are in harm’s way as [
type this.

Telling stories to better understand others — it is what AP foreign
correspondents put their lives on the line to do and, in my small, privileged
way, it is what this book is intended to do. Humbly and gratefully, I dedicate it
to them.
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