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105f, 118, 119f, 120-1
winner percent in 1976 election, 119f
Catholic Church, 52, 53, 67n9
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Congress
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abortion rights, 53
death penalty as unconstitutional, 47-8
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critical moment, 57-8, 59, 63
cruel and unusual punishments, 48
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trust in government and, 140
education, federal involvement in, 33-5, 34f
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Nixon, 103, 103f
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trust in, 140—5, 141f, 142f, 144f
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health threat, pregnancy, 49, 50f, 66
healthcare
Affordable Care Act, 36f, 37, 131f, 132
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McGovern, George, 53n2, 103, 114
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media influence
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Medicare, xviiinz, xx, 7, 27, 36f, 37, 91
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moderates, 35, 75n18, 78t, 82, 157
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Mueller, John, 128n3
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9-11 attacks. See September 11 terrorism
Nixon, Richard M.
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Nixon versus Humphrey contest (1968),
104, 105f
reelection, 103, 103f
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nominating conventions
“nonattitudes” thesis, 12, 23—4, 26, 10T
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Obama, Barack
Affordable Care Act, 36f, 37, 131f, 132
approval ratings, 129f, 1312, 131f
bin Laden capture, 131f, 132
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partisanship
abortion attitudes and, 66-8, 68f
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response to government, I55-6
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postulates about opinion movement, 12-15
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156
Perry, Rick, 4
Planned Parenthood, 52
“pocketbook” view, 13§
Policy Agendas Project, 33n12
policy domains, 32—51
policy preferences
derived left-right dimension (1952—2012),
70-1, 71f
late 1970s, 5—7
political change at the margin, 152—3
political change at the margin, 146-57
aggregation gain argument, 17, 146—7
emergent intelligence of electorates, 19
horse race polling, 154-5
House of Representatives elections
1952-20T2, 1489, 148f
three elections (1998, 2000, 2002), 147-8
ideology, symbolic and operational, 153—4
marginal democracy, 156-7, 157010
numbers and, 150
overview, 19, 146—7
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policy preferences, 152-3
response to government and politicians,
I155-6
scorekeepers group, 1506, 150n5
sources for, 1502
uninvolved group, 151-2, 153, 154, 155,
156
political science’s perspective, on presidential
campaigns, 93—4
politics
four-sided, 58
gender and political views, 81
means and ends, 28—32
two-sided issues, 15, 16, 54, 57, 58
polling. See also horse race polling
dawn of, 109
as entertainment, 20
exit polls, 9o—1
forced-choice format, 8n6
Gallup surveys, xix, 20, 39, 43
as gimmicks, 20
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Likert question format, 8n6
“nonattitudes” thesis, 12, 23—4, 26, 10T
nonsense questions, TT-T2
public opinion movements versus, xxi
question wording issues, 8, 8n6, 11
skepticism of, 97-8
pollution, 38—9
“position” issues, 56
pragmatic ideologues, 154
pragmatists. See scorekeepers group
predictions, horse race polls, 95-101
early, 99-101
late, 96—9, 98t
preferential hiring, 41
pregnancy, health threat, 49, 50f, 66
presidential approval
basic facts and theories, 128—9
Bush, George H. W., 129, 129f
Bush, George W., xv, 129f, 130-1
Clinton, 129f, 130
crises and, 133
economy and, 135
equilibration of, 132-3
Nixon, 125
Obama, 129f, 131-2, 131f
Reagan, 1257, 129f
presidential campaigns. See also horse race
polling
advertising, 92—3
campaign professionals’ perspective on,
92-3
facts and, 95
as information flow exercise, 95
lore of, 88—95
political science’s perspective on, 93—4
press perspective on, 88-90
as sideshows, 88, 88n3
presidential debates, xvi, T17-24, T21f, 122f,
123f
presidential elections. See also contested
elections
Bush (elder) 2004, 106, 106f, T08—9, TO9f
Obama (2008 and 2012), 106, 106f, 108-9,
109f
presidential debate’s impact on, xvi
voting, political science studies on, 93
presidential honeymoon, 128, 130, 134, 142-3
presidential nominating conventions, 109—17
bounce, 111-16, 113f
early history, 109-10
effect of, 11o-11, 112f
long-term patterns, T16-17
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presidential nominating conventions (cont.)
as shows, 86
twenty-eight days effect, 111, 112f
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88—90
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priming, 26, 26n7
private-sector employees, government
shutdown and, xix
pro-choice, 49, 50, 53, 57, 58, 60, 67, 67nT0
pro-life, 49, 53, 57, 58, 59, 60, 66, 67
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125-45
Bush, George H. W., 129, 129f
Bush, George W., xv, 129f, 130-1
Clinton, 129f, 130
Congress, xviii, 5, 136-8, 137f
generic approval and trust, 1415, 142f,
144f
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Obama, 129f, 131-2, 131f
orderliness in, 146
overview, 19
political change at the margin, 155-6
presidential honeymoon, 128, 130, 134,
142-3
Reagan, 125-7, 129f
Senator approval, 136-8, 137f
trust in government, 1405, 142f, 144f
public mood, xxiii
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“calculating and informed,” to-11
domestic policy agenda, 1o
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fixed, 8—9
foreign policy, 10
inconsistency of, 12, 23—6, 2304, TOT
media influence on, 15-16, 48-9
orderliness of, 146
priming, 26, 26n7
relative character of, 26, 27-8
shallowness of, 11
slow shift of, 7, 8
static, xxil, 153
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aggregation gain, 17, 146—7
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fixed opinion versus, 8—9
importance of, xxi-xxii
left and right movements in preference,
52-84
polls versus, xxi
postulates about, 12-18
caring about government, 13-14
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opinion dynamics, 16-18
opinion formation by inattentive citizens,
14-15
paying attention to government, 12—15§
smoothness of, xxii, 146
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Public Policy Mood, 70, 142n13, 152
public television, defunding, xviii
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quasi-religious commitment, democracy, 156
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