
ANALOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS

Western philosophy and science are responsible for constructing some
powerful tools of investigation, aiming at discovering the truth, deliv-
ering robust explanations, verifying conjectures, showing that infer-
ences are sound and demonstrating results conclusively. By contrast,
reasoning that depends on analogies has often been viewed with sus-
picion. Professor Lloyd first explores the origins of those Western
ideals, criticises some of their excesses and redresses the balance in
favour of looser, admittedly non-demonstrative analogical reasoning.
For this, he takes examples from both ancient Greek and Chinese
thought and from the materials of recent ethnography to show how
different ancient and modern cultures have developed different styles
of reasoning. He also develops two original but controversial ideas,
that of semantic stretch (to cast doubt on the literal/metaphorical
dichotomy) and the multidimensionality of reality (to bypass the
realism versus relativism and nature versus nurture controversies).

g. e. r. lloyd is Emeritus Professor of Ancient Philosophy and
Science at the University of Cambridge, former Master of Darwin
College, Cambridge, and Senior Scholar in Residence at the Needham
Research Institute, Cambridge. He is the author of twenty-two books
and editor of four, and was knighted for ‘services to the history of
thought’ in 1997.
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