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our understanding of the mechanics and complexity of the Bronze Age Aegean

collapse.

Margaretha Kramer-Hajos has taught at the University of Michigan and at Indiana

University. She is the recipient of the Award for Excellence in College Teaching from

the Classical Association of the Middle West and South. Her articles have appeared

inHesperia, the Journal of Hellenic Studies, andKadmos; a monograph was published

with British Archaeological Reports in 2008. Her research focuses on Mycenaean

Central Greece.

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

MYCENAEAN GREECE AND

THE AEGEAN WORLD

Palace and Province in the Late
Bronze Age

MARGARETHA KRAMER-HAJOS

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

32 Avenue of the Americas, New York ny 10013

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107107540

© Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2016

Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data
Kramer-Hajós, Margaretha Theodora, 1970–
Mycenaean central Greece and the Aegean world : palace and province in the late Bronze
Age / Margaretha Kramer-Hajós.
New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2016. | Includes bibliographical
references and index.
LCCN 2016013899 | ISBN 9781107107540 (hardback : alkaline paper)
LCSH: Euboea Island Region (Greece) – Antiquities. | Civilization, Mycenaean. | Civilization,
Aegean. | Bronze age – Greece – Euboea Island Region. | Excavations (Archaeology) – Greece –
Euboea Island Region. | Palaces – Greece – Euboea Island Region – History – To 1500. | Coastal
settlements – Greece – Euboea Island Region – History – To 1500. | Social archaeology –
Greece – Euboea Island Region. | Coastal archaeology – Greece – Euboea Island Region. |
BISAC: SOCIAL SCIENCE / Archaeology.
LCC DF261.E9 K73 2016 | DDC 938/.401–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016013899

isbn 978-1-107-10754-0 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

contents

List of figures page vii
List of tables ix
Acknowledgments xi

1 introduction to the region and theoretical

approaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

The Euboean Gulf coasts and Central Greece: an overview of previous

research 5

Brief gazetteer of important sites 8

The natural landscape of the Euboean Gulf area 12

Network analysis: a brief introduction 19

Agency and iconography 28

Summary 31

2 the ethos of the sword: the creation of early

mycenaean elite culture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Swords for heroes 33

Warrior tombs in the Euboean Gulf area 39

The warrior’s beauty 44

Chariots: part of the warrior package 46

Feasts and feasting 49

Ships and coastal raiding 50

Conclusions: the Euboean Gulf coasts in the early Mycenaean period 54

3 the role of elite networks in the mycenaeanization of the

provinces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

Emerging centers: early Mycenaean networks 56

The microscale: pottery production at Mitrou 67

Conclusions 68

4 seals and swords and changing ideologies . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

The creation of a small-world network in LH IIIA1 70

v

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Changing ideologies 76

The disappearance of chariots on seals 77

Symbols of power outside the Peloponnese 84

Evidence for provincial aspirations to elite status 94

The domestication of the warrior 100

Conclusions 105

5 prehistoric politics: the creation of the periphery . . . . . 107

From maritime to land-based networks 108

Destructions and abandonment 113

Orchomenos, Gla, and the Kopais 115

Conclusions 125

6 palatial concerns: ships and exotica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Missing ship and seafaring iconography 128

Palatial monopolies on elite goods 141

Conclusions 147

7 reactions to collapse: the rise of a sailor-warrior

culture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149

Reactions against palatial domination 149

Kraters for warriors 152

The Mycenaean galley revisited 157

Weapons and armor 161

Return of the warrior tombs 163

Conclusions 165

8 modeling collapse and revival . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166

Galleys and the formation of new long-distance networks 171

Postpalatial trade 174

Conclusions 178

9 conclusions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180

Bibliography 187

Index 207

vi * Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

figures

1.1 Map of Central Greece page 2
1.2 The Euboean Gulf area in Central Greece 3

1.3 Map of East Lokris 6

1.4 View of the headland of Skroponeri 16

1.5 View of the tidal islet of Mitrou 17

1.6 The mound of Lefkandi from the west 18

1.7 The mound of Kynos from the west 18

1.8 Examples of network architecture 1 20

1.9 Examples of network architecture 2 21

1.10 PPA models for the Early Bronze Age Cyclades 25

2.1 Depiction on Grave Stele V, Shaft Grave V, Mycenae 34

2.2 Impression of an early Mycenaean gold cushion seal from
Shaft Grave III, Grave Circle A, Mycenae, showing a duel
between a sword-bearing and a spear-bearing warrior. 34

2.3 The “Battle in the Glen,” impression of an early Mycenaean gold
signet ring from Shaft Grave IV, Grave Circle A, Mycenae. 35

2.4 Impression of an early Mycenaean gold cushion seal from
Shaft Grave III, Grave Circle A, Mycenae, showing a heroic
warrior fighting a lion. 37

2.5 Antler horse bridle piece from Mitrou 46

2.6 Ship from the “Flotilla Fresco,” south wall of the West House in Akrotiri 51

2.7 Fragment of the silver Siege Rhyton, Shaft Grave IV 52

3.1 MH sites in Central Greece 57

3.2 MH III-LH IIA sites in Central Greece 57

3.3 Chalkis-Trypa, LH IIA stirrup jar with three handles and figure-8 shield
decoration 60

3.4 Schematic representation of MH and LH I sociopolitical network
dynamics along the Euboean Gulf 62

4.1 Schematic representation of changes in sociopolitical network structure
between LH I-II and LH IIIA 72

4.2 Krater from Ugarit 76

4.3 Carnelian seal from Kalapodi-Kokkalia Tomb I. Drawing of impression
showing a lion attacking a bull 89

vii

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

4.4 Look-alike lentoid seals from Kalapodi, Tanagra, and Nichoria
showing griffins 90

4.5 A pair of griffin cushion seals from Routsi 91

4.6 Sealing from Thebes, made by an MPG seal 95

4.7 Worn MPG seals from Chalkis and Tanagra, Ledeza 97

4.8 Two MPG seals from Megaplatanos-Sventza 98

4.9 Major categories of Aegean swords 102

5.1 Hypothetical territories of Thebes and Orchomenos 108

5.2 Chalkis-Trypa, tall-bodied, straight-sided alabastra 109

5.3 Chalkis, large and giant alabastra 109

5.4 Simplified model of Mycenaean redistribution of staples
and wool products 110

5.5 Transition from decentralized to centralized network between
LH IIIA1 and LH IIIA2-B 111

5.6 LH IIIB fortifications in the Euboean Gulf area 113

5.7 Cyclopean masonry at Larymna (a) and Gla (b) 121

6.1 Mast and rigging of a traditional sailing ship on fresco fragments
from Pylos 129

6.2 Mycenaean galley on an LH IIIC Middle stirrup jar from Skyros 131

7.1 LH IIIC Light on Dark “Griffin pyxis” from Lefkandi 150

7.2 Two joining pictorial krater sherds from LH IIIC Middle Kynos,
depicting a shipboard battle 153

7.3 Pictorial krater fragments from LH IIIC Middle Kynos, depicting
warriors on ships 155

7.4 Pictorial krater fragment from LH IIIC Middle Kynos, depicting
a warrior on a galley 156

7.5 Sea battle between Egyptians and Sea Peoples, Medinet Habu 158

8.1 Transformation of sociopolitical network structures during
the LH IIIB-C transition in the Euboean Gulf 167

8.2 Changes in site density and distribution between LH IIIB and LH IIIC
in Central Greece 168

viii * List of figures

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

tables

1.1 Chronological framework for the Mycenaean period (adapted from
Shelmerdine 2008a, 4 fig. 1.1 and 5 fig. 1.2) page 2

4.1 Numbers of amber beads (after Harding et al. 1974) 71

4.2 Minoan and Mycenaean chariot seals 79

4.3 Seals with lions attacking bulls 86

4.4 Numbers of selected “power depictions” on various types of seals
(after Laffineur 1990) 87

4.5 Seals at Kalapodi-Kokkalia 88

4.6 Condition of MPG seals from the Euboean Gulf coasts 97

8.1 Imports in the Perati tombs 175

ix

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10754-0 — Mycenaean Greece and the Aegean World
Margaretha Kramer-Hajos 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The seed for this book was planted in 2009, when my husband, Jozsef Hajos,

gave me Barabási’s book Linked (2009) to read on a long flight and I realized

that the collapse of the Mycenaean civilization at the end of the Bronze

Age could be perfectly described and explained by applying concepts from

network theory. Subsequent discussions with him have been instrumental in

sparking ideas and formulating arguments. The germination of these ideas

into a book has benefited greatly from the input of several colleagues who

have shared their offprints or drafts, commented upon my drafts, directed

my attention to useful bibliography or comparanda, answered my questions,

corrected some of my more egregious errors, or were willing to brainstorm

with me. I wish to thank here especially John Bintliff, John Coleman,

Anastasia Dakouri-Hild, Evi Gorogianni, Richard Janko, Alex Knodell,

Olga Krzyszkowska, Bartek Lis, Tom Palaima, Marie-Nicole Pareja, Laetitia

Phialon, Jeremy Rutter, Philip Stockhammer, Thomas Tartaron, Salvatore

Vitale, Michael Wedde, Judith Weingarten, and John Younger. The anon-

ymous readers for Cambridge University Press provided many comments

that helped shape the arguments in this book, and Asya Graf and Mary

Bongiovi have been excellent and patient editors. I thank Cyprian

Broodbank, Alex Knodell, and Barry Molloy for sharing their illustrations.

Generous funding from the Edward A. Schrader Archaeological Research

Fund at Indiana University has made several research trips to Greece possi-

ble. I am grateful to the ephors, epimeletes, archaeologists, and guards of the

Greek Archaeological Service who allowed me into their storerooms, onto

their sites, and generously shared their time and knowledge, including

Vassilis Aravantinos, Ioannis Fappas, Rozina Kolonia, Maria-Photeini

Papakonstantinou, and Angelos Ritsonis.

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781107107540
www.cambridge.org

