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Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War is one of the earliest and most
influential works in the Western historiographical tradition. It provides an
unfinished account of the war between Athens and her allies and Sparta and
her allies that lasted from 431 to 404 BCE and is a masterpiece of narrative art
and of political analysis. The twenty chapters in this Companion offer a wide
range of perspectives on different aspects of the text, its interpretation and its
significance. The nature of the text is explored in detail, and problems of
Thucydides’ historical and literary methodology are examined. Other chapters
analyse the ways in which Thucydides’ work illuminates, or complicates, our
understanding of key historical questions for this period, above all those relating
to the nature and conduct of war, politics and empire. Finally, the book also
explores the continuing legacy of Thucydides, from antiquity to the present day.

POLLY A. LOW is a professor in the Department of Classics and Ancient
History at Durham University. Her publications include Interstate Relations in
Classical Greece (2007) and (as editor) The Athenian Empire (2008).
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PREFACE

Thucydides’ History is not the most obviously companionable of texts.
Already in antiquity it was criticized (by Dionysius of Halicarnassus) for
the bleakness of its subject matter. In more recent times, no one to my
knowledge has ever chosen to take it with them to the BBC’s Desert Island
(Herodotus’ Histories, on the other hand, have twice made it into a cast-
away’s luggage).

However, the very difficulty of the work is one of the reasons for this
Companion’s existence. One of the main goals of this volume (like others in
this series) is to offer an accessible guide to Thucydides and his writing.
Another key objective is to show why, in spite of its difficulty, this is a text
worth grappling with, and also why it has remained so important to such a
wide range of readers. The chapters in this book, therefore, deal not only
with the way(s) in which Thucydides’ work illuminates (and sometimes
complicates) our understanding of his own time, but also with the various
ways in which his text has influenced later writers, historians, theorists and
others. This volume certainly does not claim to be comprehensive, but if it
succeeds in giving a sense of the complexity, the importance and indeed the
fascination of Thucydides, then it will have fulfilled its purpose.

I have incurred many debts in bringing this volume to completion.
Students and colleagues, first at the University of Manchester and more
recently at Durham University, have patiently endured my ongoing
Thucydidean fixations. Parts of the work were undertaken at the Institute
for Advanced Study, Princeton, and at the British School at Athens, both
exceptionally supportive research environments. Daniel Tompkins, Peter
Liddel and Christy Constantakopoulou have all (knowingly or unknow-
ingly) generously helped me to clarify my thinking on various key problems.
At Cambridge University Press, Michael Sharp and Katie Idle have offered
careful and patient guidance, as too did the Press’s anonymous readers. Pam
Scholefield prepared the indexes with impeccable speed and skill. Naturally
I am deeply indebted to all who agreed to contribute to this volume, but
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PREFACE

I should single out two people in particular. Geoffrey Hawthorn enthusias-
tically offered to share his perspective on the experience of reading
Thucydides as a political theorist, but he died before he was able to complete
his chapter. P. J. Rhodes died very shortly after the volume was submitted to
the Press, and although it is a pleasure and an honour that his work is
included in this book, it is a great sadness that he will not see the final
version in print. This volume is dedicated to his memory.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Abbreviations of ancient authors and texts follow the conventions of the
Oxford Classical Dictionary, and those of academic journals follow the
conventions of L’Année philologique.

In addition, the following abbreviations are used:

C. Delphes:  Corpus des inscriptions de Delphes (Paris, 1977-).

IGI3: D. M. Lewis, L. Jefferey and E. Erxleben, Inscriptiones
Graecae. Vol. 1: Inscriptiones Atticae Euclidis anno
anteriores, 3rd edition (Berlin, 1981-98).

K-A: R. Kassel and C. Austin, Poetae Comici Graeci (PCG), vol. s
(Berlin, 1986).
ML: R. Meiggs and D. M. Lewis, A Selection of Greek Historical

Inscriptions, to the End of the Fifth Century Bc, revised
edition (Oxford, 1988).

OR: R. G. Osborne and P. J. Rhodes, Greek Historical
Inscriptions, 478—404 BC (Oxford, 2017).
RO: P. J. Rhodes and R. G. Osborne, Greek Historical

Inscriptions, 404—323 BC (Oxford, 2003).
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