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       Love’s Enlightenment 

 A number of prominent moral philosophers and political theorists have 
recently called for a recovery of love. But what do we mean when we 
speak of love today?  Love’s Enlightenment  examines four key concep-
tions of other- directedness that transformed the meaning of love and 
helped to shape the way we understand love today: Hume’s theory of 
humanity, Rousseau’s theory of pity, Smith’s theory of sympathy, and 
Kant’s theory of love. It argues that these four Enlightenment theories 
are united by a shared effort to develop a moral psychology that can 
provide both justii catory and motivational grounds for concern for 
others in the absence of recourse to theological or transcendental cat-
egories. In this sense, each theory represents an effort to redei ne the 
love of others that used to be known as  caritas  or  agape  –  a redei nition 
that came with benei ts and costs that have yet to be fully appreciated. 

 Ryan Patrick Hanley holds the Mellon Distinguished Professorship in 
Political Science at Marquette University. He is the author of  Adam 

Smith and the Character of Virtue  (Cambridge, 2009), and the editor 
of  Adam Smith: His Life, Thought, and Legacy  (2016), and the Penguin 
Classics edition of Adam Smith’s  Theory of Moral Sentiments  (2010). 
His articles on eighteenth- century philosophy have recently appeared 
or are forthcoming in the  American Political Science Review , the  Archiv 

für Geschichte der Philosophie , the  Journal of Politics , and the  Journal 

of the History of Philosophy,  among others. He is also the recipient of 
fellowships from the Arete Initiative, the Earhart Foundation, and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.     
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