
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10339-9 — The Cambridge Guide to African American History
Raymond Gavins 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

       The Cambridge Guide to African 
American History 

 This book emphasizes blacks’ agency and achievements in the nine-

teenth and twentieth centuries, notably outcomes of the Civil Rights 

Movement. To consider the means or strategies that African Americans 

utilized in pursuing their aspirations and struggles for freedom and 

equality, readers can consult subjects delineating ideological, institu-

tional, and organizational aspects of black priorities, with tactics of 

resistance or dissent, over time and place. The entries include but are 

not limited to Afro-American Studies; Anti-Apartheid Movement; 

Antilynching Campaign; Antislavery Movement; Black Power 

Movement; Constitution, US (1789); Conventions, National Negro; 

Desegregation; Durham Manifesto (1942); Feminism; Four Freedoms; 

Haitian Revolution; Jobs Campaigns; the March on Washington 

(1963); March on Washington Movement (MOWM); New Negro 

Movement; Niagara Movement; Pan-African Movement; Religion; 

Slavery; Violence, Racial; and the Voter Education Project. While pro-

viding an important reference and learning tool, this volume offers a 

critical perspective on the actions and legacies of ordinary and elite 

blacks and their nonblack allies. 

 Raymond Gavins is professor of history at Duke University. He is the 

author of  The Perils and Prospects of Southern Black Leadership  (1993) 

and dozens of scholarly articles, essays, book chapters, and reviews. He 

co-edited  Remembering Jim Crow  (2001). The co-recipient of the Oral 

History Association Distinguished Project Award (1996) and the Lillian 

Smith Book Award (2002), he received the John W. Blassingame Award 

for “distinguished scholarship and mentorship in African American 

history” (2008).   
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    Preface     

  Scholarly accounts of blacks date from the 1880s, owing especially 

to black Union veteran and legislator George Washington Williams’s 

 History of the Negro Race in America from 1619 to 1880  (two volumes, 

1882). Black scholars W. E. B. Du Bois and Carter G. Woodson made 

vital contributions. Du Bois formed the Atlanta Conference of Negro 

Problems, publisher of nineteen Atlanta University Studies (1896–1917), 

including  The Negro Church  (1903) and  The Common School and the 

Negro American  (1911). Edited mostly by Du Bois, those works enlarged 

blacks’ scholarly foundations. The “Father of Black History,” Woodson 

founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (1915), 

 Journal of Negro History  (1916), Associated Publishers (1921), Negro 

History Week (1926), and  Negro History Bulletin  (1937). Publishing 

many books, Woodson and his associates i rmly shaped Negro history 

long before the  Brown v.  Board of Education  decision of 1954 disal-

lowed segregation in education. 

 The Civil Rights, Black Power, women’s, Hispanic, Indian, and other 

rights movements in the 1960s inl uenced colleges, universities, and 

schools’ consent to create black, minority, and women’s courses and 

programs. Intersecting the New Social History, which integrated non-

elite and marginalized people, African American history increasingly 

gained recognition in historical scholarship and proceeded apace. It now 

stands at the cutting edge of studies of not only black experiences from 

slavery to contemporary times but also race, ethnic, gender, and class 

relations and the state, politics, and culture in the United States, African 

diaspora, Atlantic World, and across the globe. Blacks and women “are 
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so essential to American history that it is perverse to think of it with-

out them,” Nathan I. Huggins stated in 1986, assessing their roles in 

the “new social history” and the “reconstruction of American history.” 

Race, ethnicity, class, gender, and injustice were contexts “whereby 

previously mute and unsummoned witnesses could offer testimony” 

(Huggins,  1986 , p. 157). With blacks and women paving the way, more 

and more natives and immigrants, working and underclass groups of 

color began gaining visibility in historiography. Historiographies of 

slavery, abolition, racism, colonialism, decolonization, and national 

independence in the African, Atlantic, and global world appropriate 

African American themes of agency, freedom, civil and human rights, 

too. Gerald D. Jaynes, ed.,  Immigration and Race: New Challenges for 

American Democracy  (2000) and Mary L.  Dudziak,  Cold War Civil 

Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy  (2000) attest to 

such relationships. 

 My goal in this book, intended for secondary school and college stu-

dents, teachers, adult educational groups, and general readers alike, is 

to inform the study, teaching, and understanding of African American 

history. Building on Earl E. Thorpe’s seminal work,  The Central Theme 

of Black History  (1969), I posit that the central theme is the quest of 

African Americans for dignity, freedom, citizenship, and equality. To 

learn, teach, and understand blacks’ means or strategies in pursuing and 

sustaining that quest, as an example, I would suggest that readers con-

sult the essays depicting ideologies, institutions, and movements over 

time and place. These include but are not limited to the Antilynching 

Campaign, Antislavery Movement, Black Nationalism, Black Power 

Movement, Civil Rights Movement, Conventions, National Negro, 

Education, Emancipation, Interracial Relations, Reconstruction, 

Religion, Segregation, Societies, Mutual Aid, and Student Activism. 

They explore ideological, institutional, and organizational aspects of 

blacks’ priorities in and tactics of dissent, of nonviolent direct action 

and self-defense approaches. Each suggests accessible sources for 

Further Reading, which could supplement critical discussion, think-

ing, and writing. The entries increase numerically after 1770 and par-

ticularly in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, although those 

on Africa, Family, Music, Religion, Slavery, and others cover impor-

tant pre-1770 developments. I emphasize the later periods to portray 

black life and thought before and after the Civil War and emancipa-

tion; institution-building and struggle during the Jim Crow era; the 
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evolution and consequences of the modern civil rights movement; and 

stride toward equity in post–civil rights America.  

   Reference 

    Huggins ,  Nathan I.  , “Integrating Afro-American History into American History.” 
In Hine, Darlene Clark, ed.,  The State of Afro-American History: Past, Present, 
and Future.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1986, p. 157.     
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 Dorsey, Thomas   Music  
 Double-V Campaign   World War II  
 Douglas, Aaron   Art  
 Draft Riots (1863)   Violence, Racial  
 Eaton, Hubert   Gibson, Althea ;  Medicine  
  Eaton v. Board of Managers of the James 

Walker Memorial Hospital  (1950) 
  Medicine  

 Ebonics   Afro-American Studies  
 Edmonds, Helen G.   Scholarship  
 Ellington, Edward (Duke)   Music  
 Emancipation Day   Emancipation  
 Emancipation Proclamation (1863)   Emancipation  
 Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission (EEOC) 
  Civil Rights Act of 1964  

 Equal Rights Amendment (1972)   Feminism  
 Extended Family   Family  
 Fair Housing Act   Civil Rights Act of 1968  
 Farm Security Administration (FSA)   Great Depression  
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 Fifteenth Amendment (1870)   Constitution, US (1789)  
 Fisk Jubilee Singers   Music  
 Ford, Johnny L.   Politics  
 Fraternal Council of Negro Churches   Religion  
 Free Speech Movement   Student Activism  
 Freedom Forum   Journalism  
  Freedom’s Journal  (1827)   Journalism  
 Fourteenth Amendment (1868)   Constitution, US (1789)  
 Fuller, Metta Vaux Warrick   Art  
 Gandhi, Mahatma   Thurman, Howard  
 Garrison, William Lloyd   Antislavery Movement  
 Gillespie, John   Music  
 Giovanni, Nikki   Theatre  
 Girl Scouts of America   Education  
 Goode, Malvin R.   Journalism  
 Greene, Lorenzo J.   Scholarship  
 Grand United Order of True Reformers   Business  
 Gutman, Herbert G.   Scholarship  
 Hampton Singers   Music  
 Hansberry, Lorraine   Theatre  
 Harding, Vincent   Institute of the Black World 

(IBW)  
 Hayes, Roland   Music  
 Haynes, George E.   National Urban League  
 Harris, Patricia Roberts   Sororities  
 Henderson, Stephen   Institute of the Black World 

(IBW)  
 Higginbotham, Evelyn Brooks   Scholarship  
 Highlander Folk School   Clark, Septima P. ;  Parks, 

Rosa L.  
 Hill, Herbert   Labor  
 Hill, Oliver W.   National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP)  

 Hill-Burton Act   Medicine  
 Hill-Thomas Hearings   Thomas, Clarence  
 Hine, Darlene Clark   Scholarship  
 Holiday, Billie   Music  
 Holmes, Hamilton E.   Journalism  
 House, Callie   Religion  
 Hunter-Gault, Charlayne   Journalism  
 Jackson, James E.   Student Activism  
 Jackson, Joseph H.   Religion  
 Jackson, Maynard H.   Politics  
 James, Sherman A.   John Henryism  
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 Jim Crow   Segregation  
 Johnson, Charles S.   Harlem Renaissance  
 Johnson, Edward A.   Negro History Movement  
 Johnson, Joshua   Art  
 Johnson, James Weldon   “Lift Every Voice and Sing” ; 

 Music ;  NAACP  
 Johnson, J. Rosamond   “Lift Every Voice and Sing”; 

Music  
 Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies 
  Politics  

 Jones, Absalom   Free African Society  
 Joplin, Scott   Music  
 Jordan, Vernon E. Jr.   National Urban League  
 Julian, Percy L.   Science  
 Juneteenth   Emancipation  
 King, Horace   Architecture  
 King, B. B.   Music  
 Koontz, Elizabeth D.   Education  
 Latimer, Louis H.   Technology  
 Lawrence, Jacob A.   Art  
 Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 

Under Law 
  Afi rmative Action  

 Leadership Conference on Civil Rights 
(LCCR) 

  Interracial Relations  

 League of United Latin American 
Citizens (LOLAC) 

  Civil Rights Movement  

 Lewis, David L.   Scholarship  
 Liberalism   Politics  
 Liberty Party   Antislavery Movement  
 Lincoln, C. Eric   Religion  
 Litwack, Leon F.   Scholarship  
 Locke, Alain   Harlem Renaissance  
 Logan, Rayford   Scholarship  
 L’Ouverture, Toussaint   Haitian Revolution  
 Los Angeles Riot (1992)   Violence, Racial  
 Lynching   Violence, Racial  
 Major League Baseball (MLB)   Sports  
 Marable, Manning   Scholarship  
 Marsalis, Wynton   Music  
 McCarthy, Senator Joseph   Anticommunism  
 McDaniel, Hattie   Film  
 Middle Passage   Africa, Slavery  
 Million Man March   Farrakhan, Louis A.  
 Million Woman March (1997)   Feminism  
 Monk, Thelonious   Music  
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 Morgan, Garrett A.   Technology  
 Morgan, Irene    Morgan v. Virginia  (1946)  
 Moses, Robert P.   Science  
 Moynihan, Daniel Patrick   Moynihan Report  
 Muslims   Religion  
 Nat Turner’s Revolt   Slavery  
 NAACP Legal Defense and 

Educational Fund 
  National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP)  

 National Association for Equal 
Opportunity in Higher Education 

  Education  

 National Association of ‘Black Journalists   Journalism  
 National Basketball Association (NBA)   Sports  
 National Black Farmers Association   Agriculture  
 National Black Feminist Organization (1973)   Feminism  
 National Black Police Association   Law Enforcement  
 National Black United Front (NBUF)   Black Nationalism  
 National Collegiate Athletic Association 

(NCAA) 
  Sports  

 National Conference of Black Lawyers   Law Enforcement  
 National Council for Black Studies   Afro-American Studies  
 National Education Association (N EA)   Education  
 National Football League (NFL)   Sports  
 National Medical Association (NMA)   Medicine  
 National Negro Business League   Business  
 National Negro Insurance Association   Business  
 National Negro League   Sports  
 National Newspaper Publishers 

Association 
  Journalism  

 National Women’s Law Center   Afi rmative Action  
 Negro History Movement   Afro-American Studies  
 Newkirk, Pamela   Journalism  
 Newton, Huey P.   Black Panther Party  
 Norman, Jessye   Music  
 Northern Student Movement   Student Activism  
 Ofi ce of Economic Opportunity (OEO)   Business  
 Oliver, Joseph   Music  
 Owen, Chandler   A. Philip Randolph  
 Parker, Charlie   Music  
 Payne, Daniel A.   Gospel of Freedom  
 Paterson, David A.   Politics  
 Patrick, Deval L.   Politics  
 Patterson, Frederick D.   United Negro College Fund 

(UNCF)  
 Patton, Charley   Music  
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 Peace Movement   Congress of Racial Equality  
 Philippines War   Spanish-American War  
 Poitier, Sidney   Film  
 Police Brutality   Law Enforcement  
 Populist Party   Agriculture  
 President’s Initiative on Race   Interracial Relations  
 Price, Leontyne   Music  
 Proctor, Samuel D.   Religion  
 Professional Golf Association (PGA)   Sports  
 Prosser, Gabriel   Slavery  
 Quarles, Benjamin   Scholarship  
 Racial Proi ling   Law Enforcement  
 Radicalism   Black Arts Movement, 

New Left  
 Radio Education Project   Television  
 Reason, Patrick   Art  
 Reparations, Slavery   Black Nationalism; Black Power 

Movement; Student Activism  
 Revolutionary Action 

Movement (RAM) 
  Black Nationalism  

 Rice, Thomas   Music  
 Richardson, Willis   Theatre  
 Rickey, Branch   Robinson, Jack R. (Jackie)  
 Robinson, Frank   Sports  
 Robinson, Randall   TransAfrica  
 Robinson, Spottswood W.    Morgan v. Virginia  (1946)  
 Ross, B. Joyce   Scholarship  
 Savage, Augusta   Art  
 Savio, Mario   Student Activism  
 Scott, Timothy E.   Politics  
 Scurlock, Addison N.   Photography  
 Seale, Bobby   Black Panther Party (BPP)  
 Shuttlesworth, Fred L.   Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference (SCLC)  
 Simkins, George C.   Medicine  
  Simkins v. Moses H. Cone Hospital  (1963)   Medicine  
 Sklarek, Norma M.   Architecture  
 Smith, Anna Deavere   Theatre  
 Smith, Bessie   Jackson, Mahalia  
 Smith, Lonnie    Smith v. Allwright  (1944)  
 Smith, Mamie   Music  
 Southern Conference Educational 

Fund (SCEF) 
  Interracial Relations  

 Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare (SCHW) 

  Interracial Relations  

www.cambridge.org/9781107103399
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-10339-9 — The Cambridge Guide to African American History
Raymond Gavins 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cross Referencesxxiv

 Reference  See 

 Southern Negro Youth Congress (SNYC)   Student Activism  
 Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC)   Interracial Relations  
 Southern Regional Council (SRC)   Interracial Relations  
 Southern Student Organizing Committee   Student Activism  
 Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union (STFU)   Agriculture  
 Special Field Order 15 (1865)   “Forty Acres and a Mule”  
 Stampp, Kenneth M.   Scholarship  
 Stokes, Carl B.   Politics  
 Student Organization for Black Unity   Student Activism  
 Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)   Student Activism  
 Sullivan, Louis W.   Science  
 Sweatt, Heman    Sweatt v. Painter  (1950)  
 Tandy, Jewel V. W.   Architecture  
 Tanner, Henry Ossawa   Art  
 Tate, Merze   Scholarship  
 Taylor, A. A.   Scholarship  
 Taylor, Gardner C.   Religion  
 Taylor, Robert R.   Architecture  
 Tharpe, Rosetta   Music  
  The Negro in Business  (1899)   Business  
 Thirteenth Amendment (I865)   Constitution, US  
 Thorpe, Earl E.   Scholarship  
 Till, Emmett   Johnson, John H.  
 Turner, Nat   Slavery  
 Tuskegee Airmen   Military  
 United Auto Workers of America (UAW)   Labor  
 United Farm Workers (UFW)   Labor  
 United States Colored Golfers Association   Sports  
 United States Professional Tennis Association   Sports  
 Universal Negro Improvement Association 

(UNIA) 
  Business  

 Vesey, Denmark   Slavery  
 Virginia Negro League   Sports  
 Wagner, Robert F.   Wagner Act (1935)  
 Walker’s Appeal (1829)   Slavery  
 Walker, LeRoy T.   Sports  
 Waller, Calvin A. H.   Persian Gulf War  
 Watt, Melvin    Shaw v. Reno  (1993)  
 Weather Underground Organization (WHO)   Student Activism  
 Wesley, Charles H.   Scholarship  
 Williams, Daniel Hale   Medicine  
 Williams, Frances Barrier   DePriest, Oscar  
 Williams, George Washington   Negro History Movement ; 

 Scholarship  
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 Williams, Hosea   Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC)  

 Williams, Serena J.   Sports  
 Williams, Venus E.   Sports  
 Wilson, August   Theatre  
 Women   Family ;  Feminism ;  Slavery  
 Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 

Service (WAVES) 
  Military  

 Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WACS)   Military  
 Woodard, C. Vann   Scholarship  
 Wright, Louis T.   Medicine  
 Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)   Education  
 Young Women’s Christian Association 

(YWCA) 
Education    
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