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The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion invites readers to consider
how acts of reading that take both literature and religion seriously may illuminate
our encounter with texts, authors, other readers, and the world itself. Drawing on
both the dharmic and Abrahamic traditions, it offers close readings of exemplary
texts, and, in a return to earlier uses of the word “religion,” focuses on practices,
rituals, sensibilities, liturgies, affects, and other rich, embodied aspects of various
religious traditions. Written for those with interests in literature or religion, this
Companion is an ideal resource for undergraduate and graduate students, as well
as academic specialists.

Susan M. Felch is Director of the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship and
Professor of English at Calvin College. Her publications include The Collected
Works of Anne Vaughan Lock (1999), Bakhtin and Religion: A Feeling for Faith
(2001, coedited with Paul Contino), The Emmaus Readers (2008—2009, coedited
with Gary Schmidt), Elizabeth Tyrwhit's Morning and Evening Prayers (2008),
for which she won the Josephine A. Roberts Scholarly Edition Award, and
Selected Readings of Bible Stories [2E42(ZE 381 (2011, co-authored with Xing
Ling). Her Elizabeth I and Her Age (2009, coedited with Donald Stump) won the
Teaching Edition Award from the Society for the Study of Early Modern Women.
Teaching and Christian Imagination (written with David 1. Smith) was published
in 2016.

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107097841
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-09784-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion
Edited by Susan M. Felch

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE
COMPANIONS TO

LITERATURE

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107097841
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-09784-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion
Edited by Susan M. Felch

Frontmatter

More Information

THE CAMBRIDGE
COMPANION TO

LITERATURE AND
RELIGION

SUSAN M. FELCH
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107097841
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-09784-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion
Edited by Susan M. Felch

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1107097841

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2016

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2016
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
Names: Felch, Susan M., 1951- editor.

Title: The Cambridge companion to literature and religion / edited by Susan Felch.
Description: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2016. | Series: Cambridge companions
to literature | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2015045378l ISBN 9781107097841 (Hardback) |
ISBN 9781107483910 (Paperback)

Subjects: LcsH: Religion and literature. | Religion in literature. | Books and reading. |
Literature, Modern—History and criticism. | Religions. | Bisac: RELIGION / General.
Classification: LCC PN49 .C3557 2016 | DDC 809/.93382~dc23 LC record
available at http://lcen.loc.gov/2015045378

ISBN  978-1-107-09784-1  Hardback
ISBN  978-1-107-48391-0  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107097841
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-09784-1 — The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion
Edited by Susan M. Felch

Frontmatter

More Information

Revelation characterizes the world
just as much as natural laws do.
(M.M. Bakhtin)
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B.C.E.
Vedas composed
Brahmanas composed
Hebrew sacred writings composed
Early Upanishads composed
Sutras composed
Birth of the Buddha (long chronology)
Birth of the Buddha (short chronology)
Later Upanishads composed
Mahabharata composed
Hebrew writings translated into Greek (the Septuagint)
Ramayana composed
Creation of the Dead Sea Scrolls

C.E.
Birth of Jesus of Nazareth
New Testament writings composed
Bhagavad Gita composed
The Mishnah composed
Puranas composed
Bible translated into Latin by Jerome (the Vulgate)
The Gemara composed
Tevaram collection compiled
Early Tantras composed
Birth of Muhammad
Revelations of the Qur’an
First printing of Chinese Buddhist canon
Great Schism marks permanent split between Church of
Rome and Church of Constantinople
Luther posts the 95 theses; beginning of the Protestant
Reformation
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