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The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Religion invites readers to consider

how acts of reading that take both literature and religion seriously may illuminate

our encounter with texts, authors, other readers, and the world itself. Drawing on

both the dharmic and Abrahamic traditions, it offers close readings of exemplary

texts, and, in a return to earlier uses of the word “religion,” focuses on practices,

rituals, sensibilities, liturgies, affects, and other rich, embodied aspects of various

religious traditions. Written for those with interests in literature or religion, this

Companion is an ideal resource for undergraduate and graduate students, as well

as academic specialists.

Susan M. Felch is Director of the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship and

Professor of English at Calvin College. Her publications include The Collected

Works of Anne Vaughan Lock (1999), Bakhtin and Religion: A Feeling for Faith

(2001, coedited with Paul Contino), The Emmaus Readers (2008–2009, coedited

with Gary Schmidt), Elizabeth Tyrwhit's Morning and Evening Prayers (2008),

for which she won the Josephine A. Roberts Scholarly Edition Award, and

Selected Readings of Bible Stories /圣经故事选读 (2011, co-authored with Xing

Ling). Her Elizabeth I and Her Age (2009, coedited with Donald Stump) won the

Teaching Edition Award from the Society for the Study of Early Modern Women.

Teaching and Christian Imagination (written with David I. Smith) was published

in 2016.

A complete list of books in the series is at the back of this book
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Revelation characterizes the world
just as much as natural laws do.

(M.M. Bakhtin)
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CHRONOLOGY OF RELIGIOUS FOUNDERS AND TEXTS

B.C.E.

ca. 1500–700 Vedas composed

ca. 800–600 Brahmanas composed

ca. 800–150 Hebrew sacred writings composed

ca. 600–400 Early Upanishads composed

ca. 500–150 C.E. Sutras composed

566 Birth of the Buddha (long chronology)

448 Birth of the Buddha (short chronology)

ca. 400–100 Later Upanishads composed

ca. 300–300 C. E. Mahabharata composed

ca. 280–130 Hebrew writings translated into Greek (the Septuagint)

ca. 200–200 C. E. Ramayana composed

ca. 150–68 Creation of the Dead Sea Scrolls

C.E.

4 Birth of Jesus of Nazareth

ca. 50–125 New Testament writings composed

ca. 100 Bhagavad Gita composed

ca. 200 The Mishnah composed

ca. 350–1350 Puranas composed

ca. 400 Bible translated into Latin by Jerome (the Vulgate)

ca. 500 The Gemara composed

ca. 500–700 Tevaram collection compiled

ca. 500–900 Early Tantras composed

ca. 570 Birth of Muhammad

610–632 Revelations of the Qur’an

983 First printing of Chinese Buddhist canon

1054 Great Schism marks permanent split between Church of

Rome and Church of Constantinople

1517 Luther posts the 95 theses; beginning of the Protestant

Reformation
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