
nafta and sustainable development

History, Experience, and Prospects for Reform

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and its companion agreement,
the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation (NAAEC), provide
important and often underappreciated protection for the environmental laws of the Party
states: Canada, Mexico, and the United States. On the twentieth anniversary of NAFTA’s
ratification, this book assesses the current state of environmental protection under those
agreements. Bringing together scholars, practitioners, and regulators from all three Party
states, it outlines the scope and process of NAFTA and NAAEC, their impact on specific
environmental issues, and paths to reform. It includes analyses of the impact of the
agreements on such matters as bioengineered crops in Mexico, assessment of marine
environmental effects, potential lessons for China, climate change, and indigenous
rights.

Together, the chapters of this book represent an important contribution to the global
conversation concerning international trade agreements and sustainable development.

Hoi L. Kong is an associate professor and Associate Dean Academic at McGill University’s
Faculty of Law. He has been a visiting professor at universities in the United States,
Australia, Hong Kong, and Switzerland. From 2002 to 2003, he was law clerk to Justices
Marie Deschamps and Claire L’Heureux Dubé at the Supreme Court of Canada.

L. Kinvin Wroth is a professor of law and former president and dean of Vermont Law
School. He has taught land use law, marine law, procedure, legal history, and professional
conduct. His coedited work, Legal Papers of John Adams, was awarded the American
Historical Association’s Littleton-Griswold prize. He received his LL.B. from Harvard
University.
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TREATY IMPLEMENTATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Over the past three decades, a series of international treaties has entered into force to
address pressing global concerns – social and economic development and environmental
protection. On climate change, biodiversity and biosafety, desertification, agriculture
and seeds, trade, and investment liberalization, new regimes have been established to
implement global commitments related to sustainable development, many with nearly
universal membership.

Successful domestic implementation of these international treaty regimes is one of the
most significant challenges facing international law today. While much has been written
on the content and form of treaty law, there is relatively little that examines the transition
from international legal theory and treaty texts to domestic regulation and practice.

This new series of books addresses this need and provides a serious contribution to
ongoing global debates by conducting a detailed analysis of how myriad new treaty
regimes that cover the future’s most pressing concerns can be made to work in practice.
It is dedicated to our mentor and first Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Centre
for International Sustainable Development Law, The Honourable Mr. Justice Charles
Doherty, Puisne judge on the Supreme Court of Canada from February 1, 1989, to
August 1, 2003.

Series Editors:

Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger
Markus Wilheim Gehring
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