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Benedict (Benedictus, Baruch) de Spinoza (1632-77) was one of
the most systematic, inspiring, and influential philosophers of
the early modern period. From a pantheistic starting point that
identified God with Nature as all of reality, he sought to dem-
onstrate an ethics of reason, virtue, and freedom while unifying
religion with science and mind with body. His contributions to
metaphysics, epistemology, psychology, ethics, politics, and
the analysis of religion remain vital to the present day. Yet his
writings initially appear forbidding to contemporary readers,
and his ideas have often been misunderstood. This second edi-
tion of The Cambridge Companion to Spinoza includes new
chapters on Spinoza’s life, metaphysics, epistemology, philoso-
phy of religion, and biblical scholarship, as well as extensive
updates to the previous chapters and bibliography. A thorough,
reliable, and accessible guide to this extraordinary philosopher,
it will be invaluable to anyone who wants to understand what
Spinoza has to teach.

DON GARRETT is Silver Professor of Philosophy at New York
University. His publications include Cognition and Commitment
in Hume’s Philosophy (1997), Hume (2015), and Nature and
Necessity in Spinoza’s Philosophy (2018).
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Abbreviations and Method
of Citation

Where references are by author and year of publication, full reference
information may be found in the Bibliography. The following common
abbreviations have been used in referring to Spinoza’s writings:

CGLH Compendium of Hebrew Grammar (Compendium
grammatices linguae Hebraeae)

DPP Descartes’s “Principles of Philosophy” (Renati Des Cartes
Principiorum philosophiae pars I et II, more geometrico
demonstratae)

E Ethics (Ethica ordine geometrico demonstratal)

Ep Correspondence (Epistulae)

KV Short Treatise on God, Man, and His Well-Being (Korte
Verhandeling van God, de Mensch, en des zelfs Welstand)

TIE Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect (Tractatus de
intellectus emendatione)

TP Political Treatise (Tractatus politicus)

TTP Theological-Political Treatise (Tractatus theologico-
politicus)

References to the Short Treatise on God, Man, and His Well-Being are by
part number followed by chapter number; references to the Political
Treatise and the Theological-Political Treatise are by chapter number
followed by the section numbers introduced in the Bruder edition of
Spinoza’s works and reproduced in many subsequent editions. References
to the Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect are by Bruder
section numbers. References to the Correspondence are by letter number.

References to the Ethics and to Descartes’s “Principles of
Philosophy” begin with the part number and employ the following
common abbreviations:

a axiom

ap appendix

c corollary

d definition (when not following a proposition number)
d demonstration (when following a proposition number)

ix
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X LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND METHOD OF CITATION

da definition of the affects (located at the end of Ethics Part 3)
ex explanation

le lemma (located following Ethics 2p13)

P proposition

po postulate

pr preface

s scholium (note)

For example, “E 1pl4d,cl” refers to Ethics Part 1, proposition
14 demonstration and corollary 1. Citations may also include reference
to the volume and page number of the Gebhardt edition of Spinoza’s
works:

G Spinoza, Benedict de. 1925. Spinoza Opera, 4 vols., ed. Carl
Gebhardt. Heidelberg: Winter (reprinted 1972).

Other abbreviations employed for purposes of reference in mul-
tiple chapters are as follows:

AA Leibniz, G. W. 1923~ (ongoing publication). Sdmtliche
Schriften und Briefe, Akademie-Ausgabe. Darmstadt and
other places: Reichl and other publishers.

AT Descartes, René. 1964-76. Ocuvres de Descartes, 12 vols., ed.
Charles Adam and Paul Tannery. Paris: J. Vrin.
CSM Descartes, René. 1985. The Philosophical Writings of

Descartes, 2 vols., ed. and trans. John Cottingham, Robert
Stoothoff, and Dugald Murdoch. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

CWI Spinoza, Benedict de. 1985. The Collected Works of Spinoza,
Volume I, ed. and trans. Edwin M. Curley, Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

CW I Spinoza, Benedict de 2016. The Collected Works of Spinoza,
Volume II, ed. and trans. Edwin M. Curley. Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

PP Descartes, René. Principles of Philosophy, in CSM, vol. 1.

W/CZ Walther, Manfred, and Michael Czelinski, eds. 2006.
Lebensgeschichte Spinozas, 2 vols. (based on Freudenthal,
1899). Stuttgart-Bad Canstatt: Frommann-Holzboog.
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