
THE DEMOGRAPHIC IMAGINATION
AND THE NINETEENTH-CENTURY CITY

In this provocative book, Nicholas Daly tracks the cultural effects of
the population explosion of the nineteenth century, the ‘demographic
transition’ to the modern world. As the crowded cities of Paris,
London, and New York went through similar transformations, a set
of shared narratives and images of urban life circulated among them,
including fantasies of urban catastrophe, crime dramas, and tales of
haunted public transport, refracting the hell that is other people. In
the visual arts, sentimental genre pictures appeared that condensed
the urban masses into a handful of vulnerable figures: newsboys and
flower girls. At the end of the century, proto-ecological stories
emerge about the sprawling city as itself a destroyer. This lively
study excavates some of the origins of our own international popular
culture, from noir visions of the city as a locus of crime to utopian
images of energy and community.
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Nineteenth-century British literature and culture have been rich fields for
interdisciplinary studies. Since the turn of the twentieth century, scholars and
critics have tracked the intersections and tensions between Victorian literature and
the visual arts, politics, social organization, economic life, technical innovations,
scientific thought – in short, culture in its broadest sense. In recent years,
theoretical challenges and historiographical shifts have unsettled the assumptions
of previous scholarly synthesis and called into question the terms of older
debates. Whereas the tendency in much past literary critical interpretation was
to use the metaphor of culture as ‘background’, feminist, Foucauldian, and other
analyses have employed more dynamic models that raise questions of power and
of circulation. Such developments have reanimated the field. This series aims to
accommodate and promote the most interesting work being undertaken on
the frontiers of the field of nineteenth-century literary studies: work which
intersects fruitfully with other fields of study such as history, or literary theory,
or the history of science. Comparative as well as interdisciplinary approaches are
welcomed.

A complete list of titles published will be found at the end of the book.
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