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“Heavenly Khagan” title taken by Taizong
(Tang emperor), 386–7, 389

major reasons for, 399
Second Türk empire, early Tang empire,
and Empress Wu, 393–6

simultaneous kingship, borrowing titles
for purposes of, 387, 388, 393, 397–9

Türkic religious ideas, regnal titles
resonating with, 386, 388, 391, 394,
395, 398

Uyghurs, 397–8
Idėr stele, Central Mongolia, 337–9
Il Itmish Bilgä Qaghan (Uyghur), 397
Inner Asia
ideological entanglement and conflict
between China and, 387 (See also
ideological entanglement and conflict in
eastern Eurasia)

Northern Dynasties, Inner-Asianness of,
166–8, 171–5

overlap between Chinese and Inner Asian
history, 174

Sixteen Kingdoms, Inner-Asianness of, 166
Iran. See also specific entries at Sasanian Iran
Achaemenids, 57, 59, 60
Arsacids, 56, 57, 66

al-Iṣfahānī, Book of Songs, 263
Ishbara (Türk khagan), 390
Isho’dnah of Basra, 423
Ishtemi (Türk khagan), 297, 309, 327
Isidore of Charax, Parthian Stations, 124
Isidore of Seville, 32
Islam, 423
Alexander’s Gate, legend of, 33
in Late Antique context, 424
Muhammad’s letters to “other
kingdoms,” 106

pearls in, 254
Silk Road, spreading along, 420
Talas, battle of (751), 24, 120, 423
Yemen-Axum conflict as crucible of, 105

Išo‘yabh III (East Syriac katholikos), 215
Itinerarium Alexandri, 129
Iulius Valerius, 129
Iwami Kiyohiro, 118

Jamasp I (Sasanian ruler), 296
Japanese adaptation of Tang governance, 121
Jaspers, Karl, 151
Jettmar, Karl, 190
Jews and Judaism. See also Khazars
Gog and Magog in, 31
Himyarites, 72
as merchant intermediaries, 81
pearls, 254

Jiang Boqin, 89
Jiaye Moteng, 221
Jie, 44, 45
Jin dynasty, 78, 167
Jin Tangshu, 248
John of Ephesus, 367
John of Epiphania, 284
Johnson, Scott Fitzgerald, xiii, 12, 206, 421,

422

Johnson, Terry, 410
Jordanes, Getica, 30, 151
Josephus, 31
Joshua the Stylite, 294, 295
Juansher (Armenian noble), 261
Judaism. See Jews and Judaism
Julian (Roman emperor), 259
Julius Caesar, 29, 124
Justin I (Roman emperor), 64
Justin II (Roman emperor), 271, 272, 279, 365
Justinian I the Great (Roman emperor), 23,

105, 272, 279, 280
Justinian, Plague of, 83

Ka‘ba-ye Zardosht trilingual inscription, 287
Kang Mengxiang, 222
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Kang Senghui, 222
Karakhanids, 423
Kawād I (Sasanian ruler), 63, 65, 260, 262, 295,

296, 297
Kayanids, 57, 66, 67
Kebineng (Xianbei ruler), 47
Khazanov, Anatoly, 323
Khazars, 24, 82, 102, 273, 275, 279, 317, 324,

330, 422
Khirghiz, 398
Khosrow, Son of Kawãd and a Page, 241
Khotan, as key trade center, 78
Khüis-tolgoi inscriptions, Central Mongolia,

343

Khusro I Anushirvan (Sasanian ruler), 74, 81,
106, 242–7, 257, 258, 260, 262, 280, 297–9

Khusro II Parviz (Sasanian ruler), 241, 258,
261, 273, 299–300, 359, 366

Kidarites, 65, 288, 290, 292–5
al-Kindi, 243
Kizil frescoes, 266
Klaproth, Julius Heinrich, 176
klimata, 27
Korean adaptation of Tang governance,

120–1

Kossinna, Gustav, 158
Kucha, as key trade center, 79
Kül Tegin, 356
Kulikowski, Michael, xiii, 11, 151, 424, 430
Kumārajīva (Buddhist sage), 77, 223
Kunchas (Kidarite leader), 294
Kushans, 56, 113, 123, 203, 287–8, 289–90,

291–2, 299

la Vaissière, Étienne de, 99, 111, 176, 178, 179,
196–7, 199, 200, 284

Lakhmids, 258
Late Antique Eurasia. See Eurasian Late

Antiquity
Lazar P‘arpec‘i, 264, 291, 293
Lazius, Wolfgang, De aliquot gentium

migrationibus, 155
Le Coq, Alfred von, 6, 98
leaders and followers. See “followership” in

northeastern Eurasia
Leo I (pope), 294
Leo IV the Khazar (Roman emperor), 24
Letter of Tansar, 241
Li Siyuan, 414
Li Yanshou, The History of the Northern

Dynasties and The History of the

Southern Dynasties, 166
Liang Shidu, 392–3
Liang Wu (Chinese emperor), 230

Libanius, Epistulae, 61
Liber generationis, 129
Lieberman, Victor, 2
Life of Baršabba, 213, 215
Life of John of Dailam, 208
Life of Serapion, 209
Lim, Richard, xiii, 10, 70, 420, 424
linguistics. See also Syriac Christianity and

literature
Buddhism and Buddhist texts, translation
of, 225, 226–9

glossary of Chinese terms, 431
Hunnic/Xiongnu identity and, 177, 178
Middle Persian Christian literature, 207–9
SogdianChristian literature, 207, 210–14, 215
of steppe peoples, 165
Uyghur language, Syriac literature in, 207

Liu, Xinru, 99
Liu Yuan (Northern Han/Former Zhao

emperor), 45
Livshits. V. A., 342
Lukonin, Vladimir, 242
Luo Xin, xiii, 11, 166, 424
luxury goods, 10, 96–8. See also pearls and

royal authority in Iran and Eurasia; silk
and silk trade

as charismatic goods, 100
collected versus consumed, 101
difference, as matter of prizing, 101, 103–5
giraffes sent to Constantinople (496 and
573), 96–8, 100

glass, 100
imaginative weight of, 96–7, 100–2
intervisibility, warfare and diplomacy
creating, 105–7

Maltese terriers (”dogs of Rome”), 101
non-places in which rulers and aristocrats
might make cultural contact, creating,
102–4

Silk Road, historiography of, 97–9 (See also
Silk Road)

spices, 101

Maas, Michael, xiii, 10, 14, 19, 422
Macartney, Carlile, 299
Madjar population in Kazakhstan, 145
Maenchen-Helfer, Otto, 176, 196
Maes Titianos, 125–6, 127, 132
Magyars/Hungarians, 145–6, 192
Mair, V. H., 3
Maltese terriers (”dogs of Rome”), 101
Ma‘nā of Shiraz, 208
Maniakh (Sogdian trader), 81, 272
Manichaeism, 423
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Manichaeism (cont.)
in China, 226
communication and trade routes,
movement along, 78, 104

difference, as manifestation of search for,
104–5

planets as demons in, 236
Silk Road, spreading along, 420

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (Roman
emperor), 72, 125

Margiana, as trade center, 79
Marinus of Tyre, 126, 131
marital alliances
of Chinese and steppe peoples, 78, 117, 203,
394, 395, 398

“followership” in northeastern Eurasia
and, 406

heqin (harmonious kinship) policy
between Han and Xiongnu, 41–2, 202

Huns and Avars, no imperial policy of
marriage alliances with, 203

Khotan ruler and Chinese “princess,” 78
of Sasanians and steppe peoples, 203, 295,
296, 298, 299

of Sogdians and other tribal peoples, 93
of Türks, 50–1, 117, 203, 313, 394, 395
of Uyghurs, 398

Markwart, Josef, 288
Marquart, Wilhelm, 189, 290
Marshak, Boris, 242
Martyrdom of St. George, 215
al-Mas‘udi, 290, 298
Maurice (Roman emperor), 200, 281,

283, 367
Maximinus (Roman envoy), 360–2, 363, 364
Mazzarino, Santo, 127
McEvoy, Brian, 141
Mediterranean culture, Christianity as means

of transmitting, 12, 206, 207, 217–18
Menander Protector (Menander the

Guardian), 199, 200, 281–3, 285, 359,
365, 366

Mengzi, 225
Metrodorus (philosopher), 260
migrations, 429. See also genetic history and

migrations; northern migration as
historical trope

archaeological record and, 180–1
inadequacy of surviving evidence
about, 135

Roman understanding of, 29–30
steppe empires affecting, 80

Miho Museum sarcophagus, 94
military strategies

in China-steppe relations, 42–3
Northern Wei, heavy cavalry used by,
48, 374

in Roman-steppe relations, 26
Sasanian fortifications, 66
Türks and Türk empires, 304

Millar, Fergus, 422
Ming (Han Mingdi; emperor), 221
Mirkhond, 298
Mithra, 236
Mizan Project, 424
Modun (Xiongnu leader), 38, 41, 197, 307, 325
Mommsen, Theodore, 157
Monumenta Germaniae Historica, 156
Moore, Laoise T., 141
Mughan (Türk khagan), 283, 297, 307
Muhammad the Prophet, 106
Mujmal al-Tawarikh wa-’l-Qisas, 298
al-Mukhabbal as-Sa‘adī, 258
Muqanna‘, 251–2
Murong Xianbei, 48

Al-Nābigha, 258
Nanai-Vandak (Sogdian merchant), 109,

110, 121
Nanchaohua theory, 169
Narseh (Sasanian ruler), 56
Navaan, D., 343
Nawa-pōstē (Book of the Nine), 250
Naymark, A., 349
Nechaeva, Ekaterina, xiii, 14, 357, 420
Negus of Abyssinia, 106
Nestorian Christianity. See Church of the

East
Nestorian Monument, Chang’an, 217–18
Nicene Creed, in Sogdian, 213
Nihayat al-Irab, 298
Nikephoros (patriarch), 193, 284
Niri (Türk khagan), 345
Nomus (Roman envoy), 361
Noonan, Thomas, 275, 279
Northern Dynasties, historiography of, 11,

166–75

Beichao zhuliu theory, 169–70
definition of Northern Dynasties, 166
ethnic interaction characteristic of, 167
Han-Tang continuity and Nanchaohua

theory, 169
Inner-Asianness, stressing, 166–8, 171–5
new Qing history and, 175
overlap between Chinese and Inner Asian
history, 174

Sinocentrism in, 167, 168–9, 170
women, roles of, 171–2, 173
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zigui musi, 173
northern migration as historical trope, 11,

151–65

archaeology as discipline, emergence of,
158

eastern Eurasian history and, 152, 161–5
Greco-Roman idea of the barbarian and,
153–5

seemingly global reach of, 152
southern decadence, discourse about, 155
Völkerwanderung as foundation narrative,
152, 155–62, 165

during WWI and WWII, 158–61
Northern Qi dynasty, 389
Northern Wei, 14, 369–85, 424

Buddhist ideology of, 48, 112, 233
central court of, 372–4, 383
collapse of, 115, 371
communication and trade routes, 78, 82
early regime (398-490), 374–5
equal field system introduced by, 112
Erzhu Rong and his puppet emperors,
379, 382

establishment of, 385
as ethnic minority conquest regime,
369–70, 384–5

factional politics of, 374
“five barbarians” and, 44, 46
fragmentation of court (525-557), 380–3
heavy cavalry used by, 48, 374
inscription of foreign ruling elites into
Chinese dynastic history, 164

as patrimonial empire, 371–4, 383
placebo empresses, 375
power elites, 369–70
Rouran and, 49
under Shizong (500-515), 377–8
Sixteen Kingdoms and, 166
Sogdians and, 86
under Suzong (515-528), 378–80, 381–3
Tabgach origins, 112, 387
Tuoba Xianbei as elite lineage in, 369, 370,
375, 377, 378, 381, 382

Türks and, 50
unification of northern China under, 47–9
Xianbei as elite group in, 369–70, 371, 375,
376, 377, 381

under Xiaowendi’s direct rule (490-499),
375–7

Yuan Cha and (520-525), 378–82
zigui musi (mandatory suicide of mother
of heir), 173, 374, 377

Northern Zhou dynasty, 389
Novembre, John, 146

al-Nu‘man ibn al -Mundhir, 258
numismatics
Chach coins, 347–50
Shoroon-Bumbagar, tomb at, 350–6

Ogurs, 199–202, 326, 328
Oğuz, 321
Ohrmazd. See specific entries at Hormizd
On the Explanation of Chess and

Backgammon, 260
Orestes (Roman secretary to Attila), 194
Orkhon inscriptions, Mongolia, 195, 333,

396, 411
Orosius, 129
Otani Document, 350

Panaino, Antonio, 236
Pappus of Alexandria, 132
Parker, Geoffrey, 286
Parthians, 123–5, 280
patrimonial empires, 371–4, 407
patron-client relationships. See

“followership” in northeastern Eurasia
Paul (apostle), 97
Paul the Deacon,History of the Lombards, 194
Paul the Persian, 209
pearls and royal authority in Iran and

Eurasia, 12, 253–67
art, pearls in, 265–6
bejeweled clothing and objects, 259–62
female jewelry, pearls as, 264–6
harvesting pearls, 255–6
iconography of pearls, 262–6
Peroz, giant pearl of, 253–4
trade and commerce in pearls, 256–9

Pelliot, Paul, 92
Pendjikent, Temple 2, 354
“Periplus of the Red Sea,” 71
Pērōz (Sasanian ruler), 65–6, 253, 262, 279,

291, 293–6
Persia. See Iran; specific entries at Sasanian

Iran
Peutinger Map, 127–9
Photios (patriarch), 281, 288
Pinault, Georges-Jean, 243
Pingree, David, 236, 243
plague, 83
Plintha (Roman envoy), 363
Pliny the Elder, 29, 131
Pohl, Walter, xiv, 12, 189, 424, 429
Pomponius Mela, 131
Potts, Daniel T., xiv, 13, 287, 428
Priscus of Panium
ethnicity in, 194
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Priscus of Panium (cont.)
Hunnic/Xiognu identity and, 187, 189
on nomadic states and statelessness, 326
on Roman/Byzantine diplomacy, 359, 361,
362, 363, 364, 366, 367

Roman/Byzantine Eurasian policy and,
278, 283

on Roman/Byzantine steppe relations, 28, 29
on Sasanian Iran’s northeastern frontier,
291, 293

Procopius of Caesarea, 28, 65, 193, 253, 254,
260, 262, 279, 296

pseudo-Avars, 199–202
Pseudo-Callisthenes, 33, 129
Pseudo-Maurice, Strategikon, 26, 359
Pseudo-Methodius, 33
Ptolemy, 125, 126, 131, 132, 243

Qap[a]ghan (Türk khagan), 313, 314, 393, 395
Qarakhanids, 327
Qarluqs, 327
Qian Mu, 374
Qiang, 44, 45
Qimin Qaghan, 390
Qin state, 37, 38, 41, 47
Qing dynasty, 175
Qu Wentai (ruler of Turfan), 79
Qubrat (Bulgar leader), 331

Radloff, Wilhelm, 189, 317
rainmaking, 250
Ralph, Peter, 146, 149
regnal titles. See ideological entanglement

and conflict in eastern Eurasia
religions. See specific religions
Remigius (bishop), 192
Richthofen, Ferdinand von, 70, 98
Roman/Byzantine diplomacy with Iran and

steppe peoples, 14, 357–68
in bipolar world of two great powers,
358–60

“block” system, 358–9, 360
concluding negotiations and signing
treaties, 362–4

deserters and defectors, agreements about,
364–5

gift-giving, 366–7
rank of ambassadors, 360–2

Roman/Byzantine empire, 421, 422. See also
Central Asia in late Roman mental map

barbarian, Greco-Roman concept of, 153–5
bounded territorial unit, conception
as, 106

Christianity in, 19

communication and trade routes, 73–4
cultural distance between Huns/Avars
and, 202–3

elite self-representation among Türks,
“Byzantine” features of, 342–4

on pearled objects and clothing of
Sasanians, 259

Sasanian Iran and, 19, 55, 56, 58, 63–4, 67
Roman/Byzantine “Eurasian policy” and

Türk empires, 13, 271–86
diplomatic relations, 281–6
historical overview, 271–86
Huns, lessons of previous Roman
experience with, 275–9

Sasanian Iran, alliance against, 272–3
Sasanian Iran, Roman relationship with,
279–81

significance of, 273–5
Roman/Byzantine-steppe relations, 10, 19–34
Adrianople, interpretations of battle of,
20–1

Alexander’s Gate, legend of, 33–4
“Byzantinification” of steppes, 19
China-steppe relations compared, 274
Christian perspectives on, 30–3
development of, 21–4
diplomacy, 24–6
ethnicity and ethnography, 27–8
Greek heritage of, 26–30
migration, Roman understanding of, 29–30
military strategy, 26
Sasanians and, 19

Romance of Alexander, 132
Rong Xinjiang, xiv, 10, 84, 427
Roniger, Luis, 410
Rouran
Avars identified with, 271, 272
China-steppe relations and, 44, 46, 49–51
diplomacy of, 312
ethnicity issues and, 195, 199, 200
Hephthalites, westward movement of, 80
Northern dynasties, historiography of, 173
Northern Wei and, 49
Roman/Byzantine Eurasian policy and, 271
as state, 305, 326
trade and communication routes and, 80
Türks and, 271, 327
Xiongnu compared, 49

Rousseau, Philip, 425
Royal Fortune of Sasanian rulers, 57, 58, 60,

61, 66

Sabirs, 326, 329–30
Šābuhr I (also Shapur; Sasanian ruler), 59, 63, 67
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Šābuhr I inscriptions, 59
sacred kingship, Sasanian reinvention of,

57–60

Sahrestaniha i Eransahr, 292
Samarkand

Afrasiyab murals, 263
as site of Syriac translations into Sogdian, 215
as trade center, 81

Sanguozhi, 171
Särbi, 387, 389, 396
Sarmatians, 21, 32, 191, 276
Sartkojauly, K., 339
Sasanian Iran, 10. See also pearls and royal

authority in Iran and Eurasia; Roman/
Byzantine diplomacy with Iran and
steppe peoples

astrology in, 235–42
Buddhism’s failure to spread to, 224, 235
Christian literature in Middle Persian,
207–9, 212

Christian Persians in China, 218
Christianity in, 254, 256–8
communication and trade routes, 74–6
diplomatic relations with Rome, 25
elite self-representation among Türks,
features from eastern Iranian
borderlands and eastern Türkestan in,
342–7

Hephthalites and, 56, 65, 203, 253, 271, 279,
290, 292–3, 295–9

marital relations with Kushan and
Hephthalites, 203

rise and fall of, 55–7
Roman/Byzantine relationship with, 279–81
Roman/Byzantine-Türkish alliance
against, 272–3

Silk Road and, 89
Türks and, 56, 271, 297–300

Sasanian Iran and Late Antique Eurasia, 10
Ādur Gušnasp (Takht-e Solaymān, Iran),
construction of, 66

China and, 57
cosmological expressions of world empire,
58–9, 60–8

Hephthalite Huns, 56
interconnectedness of, 55–7
military fortifications, 66
monumental and ritual landscapes, 60
Rome, relationship with, 19, 55, 56, 58,
63–4, 67

Royal Fortune of Sasanian rulers, 57, 58, 60,
61, 66

sacred kingship, Sasanian reinvention of,
57–60

Türks, 56
urbanism, 67–8

Sasanian Iran’s northeastern frontier, 13,
287–301

Chionites, 288, 289, 290
cooptation of Huns and others, 288–9
defeat of Shapur II, 289–90
early references to Kushans and Huns,
287–8

Hephthalites, 290, 292–3, 295–9
invasions of Sasanian territory and
tributary relations, 290–2

Khorasan, loss of, 296–7
Kidarites, 288, 290, 292–5
Kushans, 287–8, 289–90, 291–2, 299
marital alliances, 295, 296, 298, 299
reconquests in alliance with Türks,
297–300

tribute payments, 290–2, 295, 296–7
Satala, battle of (298), 56
Sayings of the Desert Fathers

(Apophthegmata Patrum), 214
Schindel, Nikolaus, 290
Schmidt, Ludwig, 157, 159
Scott, James, 403
Scythians, 21, 31, 32, 130, 191, 192, 194, 199,

278, 328
Sebeos (Armenian historian), 291
Seeck, Otto, 157
self-representation, of elite Türks. See elite

self-representation among Türks
self-representation, of ethnic groups, 192
Senator (Roman envoy), 361, 362
Septimius Severus (Roman emperor), 125
Sergius (patriarch), 283, 284
Shapur I (also Šābuhr; Sasanian ruler), 256,

263, 287, 300
Shapur II (Sasanian ruler), 288, 289, 301
Shapur III (Sasanian ruler), 290
Shegui (Türk khagan), 272, 300
Shelun (Rouran/Asian Avar leader), 325
shengren, as epithet, 391, 394
she-wolf myth of Türk origins, 305–8
Shi Le, 108, 111, 112, 114, 121
Shi Riandan, 78
Shibi (Türk khagan), 393
Shih Le (Zhao ruler), 45
Shijun Tomb, 87
Shizong (Northern Wei emperor), 377–8, 385
Shoroon-Bumbagar, tomb at, 350–6
silent barter, 131
silk and silk trade
Chinese silk traded for Türk horses, 397
Khotan, sericulture at, 78
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silk and silk trade (cont.)
political significance of, 100
Roman circumvention of Persian silk
monopoly, 281

Silk Road
Buddhism spreading along, 224
China-steppe relations and “Silk Road
exchange,” 39–41

concept of “Silk Road studies,” 3–4, 419–21
historiography of, 97–9, 190, 419
origins of concept of, 70
Sasanian Iran and, 89
Sogdians and, 89, 94
steppe routes, overlapping with, 73, 82
Türks’ political control over, 52, 330

Sima Qian, Shiji (Memoirs of the Great
Historian), 38, 40, 424

Sims-Williams, Nicholas, 89
simultaneous kingship, 387, 388, 393, 397–9
Sinjibu (Türk khagan), 298
Sinor, Denis, 196, 320
Sixteen Kingdoms
ideological entanglement and conflict in, 387
Inner-Asianness of, 166
Northern Wei and, 166

Sizabul (Türk khagan), 81, 102, 272
Skaff, Jonathan Karam, xiv, 14, 99, 102, 116,

275, 285, 312, 333, 386, 403, 407, 408,
411, 430

Slavs, 195
Smbat Bagratuni, 262, 300
Snake Mountain, battle of (451), 277
Sneath, David, 311, 404
Sogdian Ancient Letters, 3, 81, 86, 88, 126
Sogdian lectionary, 211
Sogdians, 10, 84–5, 427
archaeological evidence, 89–91
astrology and astrological lore, 247–50
Chinese culture influencing, 86, 93, 95
Christianity and, 207, 210–14, 215
combined political and commercial role
of, 99

commercial activities of, 88–9
daily life and religious culture, 92–5
as middlemen and intermediaries, 81–2
origins, ethnicity, geography, and
distribution, 84–5

other tribal peoples residing with, 92–3
sartapao or chieftains, settlements, and
trade caravans, 85–8, 92

on Silk Road, 89, 94
Tang Eurasian synthesis and, 109, 110–11
Türks and, 52, 271, 312, 342
Zoroastrianism of, 85, 86, 93, 94

Songshu, 173
Sorb population, Germany, 146
Spengler, Oswald, 151
spices, as luxury goods, 101
Standen, Naomi, xiv, 14, 117, 275, 400, 429, 430
Stark, Sören, 13, 333
states and empires, formation of, 428–9. See

also specific states and empires

states and statelessness in steppe cultures, 13,
317–32, 428

circumstances leading to statehood, 324–5
clan/tribal leadership, patterns of
formation, change, and breakup of clan,
317–19

fractioning, tendency toward, 321
heterogeneous and polyglot nature of
tribal unions, 319–20, 321

imperial status, transfer of or succession
to, 327–8

nature of nomadic statehood, 322–7
origins of stateless nomads, 325–7, 331
political cohesion, bases for, 320
in western steppe and Europe, 328–32

Stein, Sir Aurel, 88, 98, 109, 189
Stein, Ernest, 157
St. Stephen of Hungary, crown of, 192
steppe peoples. See also China-steppe rela-

tions; “followership” in northeastern
Eurasia; Roman/Byzantine diplomacy
with Iran and steppe peoples; Roman/
Byzantine-steppe relations; states and
statelessness in steppe cultures; specific
groups

Alexander’s Gate, legend of, 33–4
Christian perspectives on, 30–3
communication and trade routes, 79–81
Gog and Magog, identified with, 30–3
linguistics of, 165

Strategikon of Pseudo-Maurice, 26, 359
Strzygowski, Josef, 6
subordinate khagans, Türk use of, 308, 311, 392
Sui dynasty, 52, 109, 115–17, 166, 389–91
Sui History, 326, 391
Sui Wendi (founder of Sui dynasty), 115,

116–17, 390, 394
Sui Yangdi, 117
Sukhra (Persian commander), 296
Suzong (Northern Wei emperor), 378–80,

381–3, 385
Suzong (Tang emperor), 397
Symmachus, 156
Syriac Christianity and literature, 12, 206,

214–16, 422, 423. See also Church of the
East
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in China, 217–18
Christian Persians in China, 218
Mediterranean culture, transmission of, 12,
206, 207, 217–18
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