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Nicola Di Cosmo is the Henry Luce Foundation Professor of East Asian Studies at
the Institute for Advanced Study. He has held positions at the University of
Cambridge, Harvard University, and Canterbury University in New Zealand. His
publications include Ancient China and Its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic Power in
East Asian History (2002), Manchu-Mongol Relations on the Eve of the Qing Conquest
(2003), The Cambridge History of Inner Asia: The Chinggisid Age (2009), Warfare in
Inner Asian History (500-1800) (2002), and Military Culture in Imperial China (2011).

Michael Maas is the William Gaines Twyman Professor of History at Rice University,
where he also directs the Program in Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations. A former
Director in Byzantine Studies at Dumbarton Oaks, he has published widely in late
antique history, including Exegesis and Empire in the Early Byzantine Mediterranean,
Junillus Africanus and the Instituta Regularia Divinae Legis (2003), The Cambridge
Companion to the Age of Justinian (2005), and The Cambridge Companion to the Age
of Attila (2014).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas
Frontmatter
More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

EMPIRES AND EXCHANGES IN
EURASIAN LATE ANTIQUITY

Rome, China, Iran, and the Steppe, ca. 250-750

Edited by

NICOLA DI COSMO

Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

MICHAEL MAAS

Rice University

CAMBRIDGE

% » UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06-04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of

education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
DOLI: 10.1017/9781316146040

© Cambridge University Press 2018

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2018

Printed in the United States of America by Sheridan Books, Inc.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
ISBN 978-1-107-09434-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas
Frontmatter
More Information

IN MEMORIAM

MARK WHITTOW
(1957-2017)

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas
Frontmatter
More Information

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

CONTENTS

List of Maps and Figures
List of Contributors

Preface and Acknowledgments
List of Abbreviations
Maps

INTRODUCTION . . ittt ittt it ittt ittt ittt enineean

Nicola Di Cosmo and Michael Maas

Part I Historical Thresholds

1

HOW THE STEPPES BECAME BYZANTINE: ROME AND THE
EURASIAN NOMADS IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE . .........
Michael Maas

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN CHINA AND THE STEPPE: FROM THE
XIONGNU TO THE TURK EMPIRE .+« v ottt ittt eeee e
Nicola Di Cosmo

SASANIAN IRAN AND THE PROJECTION OF POWER IN LATE
ANTIQUE EURASIA: COMPETING COSMOLOGIES AND
TOPOGRAPHIES OF POWER .« vt ttitinnnnnnenen s
Matthew P. Canepa

TRADE AND EXCHANGES ALONG THE SILK AND STEPPE ROUTES
IN LATE ANTIQUE EURASIA .+« v vt vt teeee ettt
Richard Lim

SOGDIAN MERCHANTS AND SOGDIAN CULTURE ON THE SILK

Rong Xinjiang

page xi
xiii

Xv
Xviii

Xix

17

. 19

. 35

ce 54

. 70

. 84

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

viii  * Contents

6  “CHARISMATIC” GOODS: COMMERCE, DIPLOMACY,
AND CULTURAL CONTACTS ALONG THE SILK ROAD IN LATE
ANTIQUITY &+ o v vttt e e e e ettt ettt et e 96
Peter Brown

7 THE SYNTHESIS OF THE TANG DYNASTY: THE CULMINATION OF
CHINA’S CONTACTS AND COMMUNICATION WITH EURASIA,

3107755 « v et ettt e e e e e e e e 108
Valerie Hansen

8 CENTRAL ASIA IN THE LATE ROMAN MENTAL MAP, SECOND TO
SIXTH CENTURIES . ¢ vttt ittt ittt e it e ie et ene s 123
Giusto Traina

Part I Movements, Contacts, and Exchanges 133

O  GENETIC HISTORY AND MIGRATIONS IN WESTERN EURASIA,
SOO—1000 . . ittt ittt i ittt e e e e e 135
Patrick ]. Geary

10 NORTHERN INVADERS: MIGRATION AND CONQUEST AS
SCHOLARLY TOPOI IN EURASIAN HISTORY. . . . ¢t v v v vttt e v e a 151
Michael Kulikowski

11 CHINESE AND INNER ASIAN PERSPECTIVES ON THE HISTORY
OF THE NORTHERN DYNASTIES (386-589) IN CHINESE
HISTORIOGRAPHY v vttt ettt et teeteeeeieeneeneenneens 166
Luo Xin

12 XIONGNU AND HUNS: ARCHAEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES
ON A CENTURIES-OLD DEBATE ABOUT IDENTITY
AND MIGRATION & vttt ettt ettt e e e te e enenenenenenas 176
Ursula B. Brosseder

13 ETHNICITY AND EMPIRE IN THE WESTERN EURASIAN STEPPES 189
Walter Pohl

14 THE LANGUAGES OF CHRISTIANITY ON THE SILK ROADS AND
THE TRANSMISSION OF MEDITERRANEAN CULTURE INTO
CENTRAL ASTA .+ oottt ettt et e e e et 206
Scott Fitzgerald Johnson

15 THE SPREAD OF BUDDHIST CULTURE TO CHINA BETWEEN THE
THIRD AND SEVENTH CENTURIES . ..ottt iiie e, 220
Max Deeg

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

16

17

THE CIRCULATION OF ASTROLOGICAL LORE AND ITS

POLITICAL USE BETWEEN THE ROMAN EAST, SASANIAN IRAN,
CENTRAL ASIA, INDIA, AND THE TURKS. .+« v vt viiinne oo 235
Frantz Grenet

LUMINOUS MARKERS: PEARLS AND ROYAL AUTHORITY IN LATE
ANTIQUE IRAN AND EURASIA . ottt v ttiieteeee e 253
Joel Walker

Part II Empires, Diplomacy, and Frontiers 269

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BYZANTIUM'S EURASIAN POLICY IN THE AGE OF THE TURK
EMPIRE . . i i i i i i it e it i e e e et e et e e e e et 271
Mark Whittow

SASANIAN IRAN AND ITS NORTHEASTERN FRONTIER:
OFFENSE, DEFENSE, AND DIPLOMATIC ENTENTE. . « o v oo v v .. 287
Daniel T. Potts

INFRASTRUCTURES OF LEGITIMACY IN INNER ASIA:
THE EARLY TURK EMPIRES ..ottt ettt niiininnnneeen.. 302
Michael R. Drompp

THE STATELESS NOMADS OF CENTRAL EURASIA ... ....... 317
Peter B. Golden

ASPECTS OF ELITE REPRESENTATION AMONG THE SIXTH- AND
SEVENTH-CENTURY TURKS . .ttt iiiiiiiieeeens 333
Soren Stark

PATTERNS OF ROMAN DIPLOMACY WITH IRAN AND THE
STEPPE PEOPLES &« v v v v vt ettt ettt et e e e ettt 357
Ekaterina Nechaeva

COLLAPSE OF A EURASIAN HYBRID: THE CASE OF THE
NORTHERN WEL. « 4 ot ittt ittt in i ie it 369
Andrew Eisenberg

IDEOLOGICAL INTERWEAVING IN EASTERN EURASIA:
SIMULTANEOUS KINGSHIP AND DYNASTIC COMPETITION,

Jonathan Karam Skaff

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas
Frontmatter
More Information

X * Contents

26 FOLLOWERS AND LEADERS IN NORTHEASTERN EURASIA, CA.
SEVENTH TO TENTH CENTURIES .« « v vt v vttt et ttennennns 400
Naomi Standen

EPILOGUE .« « v vttt ettt e et e e ettt et e e et 419
Averil Cameron

Glossary of Chinese Terms 431
Bibliography 439
Index 487

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter
More Information

MAPS AND FIGURES

MAPS

Eurasia
1 The Roman Empire, ca. 400 and ca. 620

o o Nl ONwn b WwWN

Iran and neighboring regions during the Sasanian Empire
The Middle East

Eurasian trading centers, 6th — 7th centuries

Inner Asia

The greatest extent of the Northern Wei, 469-530
Northeastern Eurasia, 7" and 8" centuries
Northeastern Eurasia, 9™ and 10" centuries
Eastern Eurasia, ca. 582

FIGURES

8.1
12.1
16.1
16.2
16.3
16.4
16.5
16.6
16.7
16.8

16. 9
16.10
16.11
16.12
16.13

16.14
16.15

Peutinger Map

Metallic cauldrons

Imprint of a Sasanian seal

Imprint of a Sasanian seal

Imprint of a Sasanian seal

Sasanian magical amulet, reverse

Imprint of a Sasanian seal, legend “Arwand-Shabuhr”
Imprints of Sasanian seals

Plate from Klimova, Iran, seventh century(?)
Turfan scroll, eighth-ninth centuries

Turfan scroll, detail (Nirrti)

Turfan scroll, detail (Virgo and decan)

Turfan scroll, detail (Aquarius and two decans)
Turfan scroll, detail (Twins)

Samarkand, Ambassadors’ Painting, ca. 660, southern wall,

central part
Ambassadors’ Painting, northern wall, left part
Ambassadors’ Painting, eastern wall

page xx

Xxii
XXV
XXVi
xxviii

XXXii
XXXV
XXXVi

128
178
237
237
238
239
239
240
242
244
245
245
246
247

248
249
249

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter
More Information

Xii  *

16.16
22.1
22.2
22.3
22.4
22.5
22.6
22.7
22.8
22.9
22.10
22.11
22.12
22.13
22.14
22.15
22.16
22.17
22.18
22.19
22.20
26.1

Trichinopoly Zodiac, fifteenth century(?)
Stela from Bugut, frontal view

Stela from Bugut, turtle base

Fragment of terra-cotta plaque, Bugut
Plan of the Memorial, Idér

Turtle base, Idér

Plan of the memorial, Boroo

Stela, Boroo

Detail of a Turkic statue, Museum Taraz
Statue, Xiao Hongnahai

Silver bowl, Tokharistan

Detail of the sarcophagus of Wirkak
Detail of the statue, Xiao Hongnahai
Copper coins, Chach

Copper coin, Chach

Copper coin, Chach

Plan of the tomb, Shoroon-bumbagar
Bracteate, Shoroon-bumbagar

Bracteate, Shoroon-bumbagar

Imitation coin, Shoroon-bumbagar
Wall painting from Pendjikent, Temple 2

Schematic chronology of Northeastern Eurasia

List of Maps and Figures

251
335
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
345
346
346
347
348
348
349
351
353
353
354

355
402

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

CONTRIBUTORS

Ursula B. Brosseder is Researcher at the Department of Pre- and Early Historical
Archaeology, University of Bonn.

Peter Brown is Philip and Beulah Rollins Professor of History Emeritus, Princeton
University.

Averil Cameron was formerly Warden of Keble College and Professor of Late Antique and
Byzantine Studies, University of Oxford.

Matthew P. Canepa is Professor of Art History and Classical and Near Eastern Studies,
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

Max Deeg is Professor in Buddhist Studies, Department of Religious and Theological
Studies, Cardiff University.

Nicola Di Cosmo is Henry Luce Foundation Professor in East Asian Studies, Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton.

Michael R. Drompp is Professor of History, Rhodes College, Memphis.
Andrew Eisenberg is Professor of East Asian History, Northeastern Illinois University.
Patrick J. Geary is Professor of Medieval History, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton.

Peter B. Golden is Professor Emeritus of History, Turkish and Middle Eastern Studies,
Rutgers University.

Frantz Grenet is Professor in the History and Cultures of Pre-Islamic Central Asia at the
College de France, Paris.

Valerie Hansen is Professor of History, Yale University.

Scott Fitzgerald Johnson is Associate Professor of Classics and Letters, University of
Oklahoma.

Michael Kulikowski is Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of History and Classics and Head of the
Department of History at Pennsylvania State University.

Richard Lim is Professor of History, Smith College.

Luo Xin is Professor of History, Peking University.

Michael Maas is William Gaines Twyman Professor of History, Rice University.
Ekaterina Nechaeva is Research Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies, University of

Tibingen.

xiii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity

Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas
Frontmatter
More Information

Xiv % List of Contributors

Walter Pohl is Professor of Medieval History, University of Vienna and Director of the
Institute for Medieval Research of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna.

Daniel T. Potts is Professor of Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology and History, Institute for
the Study of the Ancient World, New York University.

Rong Xinjiang is Professor of History, Peking University.
Jonathan Karam Skaff is Professor of History, Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania.
Naomi Standen is Professor of Medieval History, University of Birmingham.

Soren Stark is Associate Professor of Central Asian Art and Archaeology, Institute for the
Study of the Ancient World, New York University.

Giusto Traina is Professor of Roman History, Université Paris-Sorbonne.

Joel Walker is Lawrence J. Roseman Associate Professor of History, University of
Washington.

Mark Whittow was University Lecturer in Byzantine Studies, University of Oxford

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107094345
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-09434-5 — Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
Edited by Nicola Di Cosmo , Michael Maas

Frontmatter

More Information

PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

This volume introduces, in an integrated way, the Eurasian world stretching
from Rome to China in the half-millennium between 250 and 750 CE so that
the interchanges among its different cultures and political realms, as well as
the internal consequences of those contacts, can be seen as part of a unified
picture. Collectively, the contributors have pushed beyond familiar borders
to reveal a remarkable panorama of Eurasian history in an era of profound
political and cultural change. Our first thanks go to the contributors to this
volume for illuminating with new research the road opened more than
a century ago by giants such as Aurel Stein, Paul Pelliot, Sven Hedin,
Albert von Le Cog, and Otani Kozui. These pioneers focused on large-scale
history by tracing connections across far-flung regions, an approach still
influential in world history and Silk Road studies today. Many scholars have
followed their lead, and some of them have contributed to this volume.

Rarely if ever, though, has this vision been pushed back to the time that we
call Eurasian Late Antiquity and cast as a distinct historical period embracing
Rome, Iran, China, and the Inner Asian steppes. By bringing regional
histories and historiographies into a discussion with cross-regional issues
and topics, this volume presents historical change as a function of material,
religious, economic, and political contacts generated by greater connectivity.

The international aspect of this volume, which includes authors from
Austria, China, France, Great Britain, Germany, Italy, Russia, and the
United States, is a testimony to an effort to bring a variety of scholarly
traditions under a common roof. At the same time, each chapter stands on
its own, and differences of approach and style are the norm. We have tried to
coordinate these differences rather than impose a rigid model to which each
chapter should adhere. To facilitate reading across different disciplines, we
have limited the footnotes to basic information, which is meant to be
introductory and to point the way to further reading. In the same spirit,
foreign terms have been translated into English, a degree of uniformity has

XV
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been sought in representing these terms across different transliteration
systems, and a glossary of Chinese terms has been included in the back
matter of the volume.

We are happy to thank the institutions and individuals who helped bring
this book to light. First of all, we acknowledge the Provost’s Office of Rice
University (Houston, Texas) and the Director’s Office as well as the School of
Historical Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton, New
Jersey) for the financial and material support that helped underwrite the
2013 conference “Worlds in Motion: Rome, China, and the Eurasian Steppe
in Late Antiquity,” from which this volume largely is derived. In particular,
we would like to thank the scholars who, even though their papers do not
appear in the present volume, participated in the conference, sharing ideas
and comments. These scholars include Michael Alram, Glen Bowersock,
John Haldon, Guy Halsall, Amy Hessl, Tia Kolbaba, Noel Lenski, Richard
Payne, Helmut Reimitz, Derek Ruths, and Bryan Ward-Parkins. Moreover,
we thank Kathy Collins, Vice President of Finance at Rice University, and
Robbert Dijkgraaf, Director of the Institute for Advanced Study, for their
personal involvement and interest. The staff of the School of Historical
Studies - Marian Zelazny, Maria Tuya, Sharon Tozzi-Goff, and Sarah
Rich - provided support, ensuring the smooth running of every aspect of
the conference. Some of the work in preparing the manuscript was completed
at the Dumbarton Oaks Research Center and Library in Washington, DC,
when Michael Maas was a Fellow in Byzantine Studies (2014-2015) and then
Director of Byzantine Studies (2015-2016). He wishes to thank the director,
Jan Ziolkowski, the librarians Deborah Stewart and Daniel Boomhower, and
the entire staff for creating such a pleasant working environment.

Cambridge University Press editors Beatrice Rehl and Asya Graf were
extremely helpful in guiding the initial phases of this book, and we are
grateful for their advice and support. Maura High, of High Editorial LLC,
edited the entire manuscript prior to its submission to the press. Her
invaluable experience and wisdom brought order to a confusing set of
chapters. Suzette Andre Costello edited final copy and proofs with great
care. Daniel Paradis, a student at Georgetown University, was a tireless and
careful assistant in editorial matters. Kate Mertes, of Kate Mertes Editorial
Services, prepared the index with her customary skill and accuracy. We wish
to thank also Brett Savage at the Institute for Advanced Study for his
assistance in logistical matters. We thank Carissa Fletcher for translating
Chapter 5 from the Chinese. Tsering Wangyal Shawa, the Geographic
Information Systems and Map Librarian at Princeton University, created
the numbered maps for us, and we are most grateful for his elegant work.
We thank Dr. Nikolaus Boroffka, Professor Murtazali Gurdjiev, and
Dr. Betsy Hensellek for advice on maps and illustrations. The Department
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of History and the Office of the Dean of Humanities at Rice University
provided a subvention for the maps, for which we are most grateful.
Finally, we thank Katherine Tengco-Barbaro of Cambridge University
Press and the staff at Integra-PDY for the careful production of this volume.
Our friend and colleague Mark Whittow died when this book was in proofs.
We dedicate the volume to his memory.
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