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chants and armies. It was a time of increased circulation of ideas and material

goods. This volume provides a conceptual frame for locating these developments in

the same space and time. Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the inter-

connections and networks that tied countless local cultural expressions to far-reaching

interregional ones.
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preface and acknowledgments

This volume introduces, in an integrated way, the Eurasian world stretching

from Rome to China in the half-millennium between 250 and 750 CE so that

the interchanges among its different cultures and political realms, as well as

the internal consequences of those contacts, can be seen as part of a unified

picture. Collectively, the contributors have pushed beyond familiar borders
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political and cultural change. Our first thanks go to the contributors to this
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history by tracing connections across far-flung regions, an approach still

influential in world history and Silk Road studies today. Many scholars have

followed their lead, and some of them have contributed to this volume.

Rarely if ever, though, has this vision been pushed back to the time that we

call Eurasian Late Antiquity and cast as a distinct historical period embracing

Rome, Iran, China, and the Inner Asian steppes. By bringing regional

histories and historiographies into a discussion with cross-regional issues

and topics, this volume presents historical change as a function of material,

religious, economic, and political contacts generated by greater connectivity.

The international aspect of this volume, which includes authors from

Austria, China, France, Great Britain, Germany, Italy, Russia, and the

United States, is a testimony to an effort to bring a variety of scholarly

traditions under a common roof. At the same time, each chapter stands on

its own, and differences of approach and style are the norm.We have tried to

coordinate these differences rather than impose a rigid model to which each

chapter should adhere. To facilitate reading across different disciplines, we

have limited the footnotes to basic information, which is meant to be

introductory and to point the way to further reading. In the same spirit,

foreign terms have been translated into English, a degree of uniformity has
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3. The Middle East
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4. Eurasian Trading Centers, 6th – 7th Centuries
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5. Inner Asia
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6. The greatest extent of the Northern Wei, 469–530
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7. Northeastern Eurasia, 7th and 8
th centuries
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8. Northeastern Eurasia, 9th and 10
th centuries
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9. Eastern Eurasia, ca. 582
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