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       THOREAU AT TWO HUNDRED 

 Henry David h oreau’s thinking about a number of issues –  
 including the relationship between humans and other species, just 
responses to state violence, the threat posed to human freedom by 
industrial capitalism, and the essential relation between scientii c 
“facts” and poetic “truths” –  speaks to our historical moment as 
clearly as it did to the “restless, nervous, bustling, trivial Nineteenth 
Century” into which he was born. h is volume, marking the two- 
hundredth anniversary of h oreau’s birth, gathers the threads of the 
contemporary, interdisciplinary conversation around this key i gure 
in literary, political, philosophical, and environmental thought, unit-
ing new essays by scholars who have shaped the i eld with chapters 
by emerging scholars investigating previously underexplored aspects 
of h oreau’s life, writings, and activities. Both a dispatch from the 
front lines of h oreau scholarship and a vivid demonstration of 
h oreau’s relevance for twenty- i rst century life and thought,  h oreau 
at Two Hundred  will be of interest for both h oreau scholars and 
general readers. 

  Kristen Case  is Associate Professor of English at the University of 
Maine at Farmington. She is former editor of  the  Concord Saunterer: 
A Journal of h oreau Studies  and director of  h oreau’s Kalendar , an 
Online Archive of the Phenological Manuscripts of Henry David 
h oreau. Her recent publications include  Little Arias  (2015) and 
 American Pragmatism and Poetic Practice: Crosscurrents from Emerson 
to Susan Howe  (2011). She also is the author of the introduction to 
the forthcoming Penguin Classics bicentennial edition of  Walden  
and  Civil Disobedience . 

  K. P. Van Anglen  has recently retired from teaching English and 
American Literature at Boston University. His publications include 
 “Simplify, Simplify” and Other Quotations from Henry David h oreau  
(2012),  Environment: An Interdisciplinary Anthology  (2008), and  h e 
New England Milton  (1993). He is editor of  Translations  (1986) in the 
 Writings of Henry D. h oreau .   
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    Foreword    

    Michael   Schleifer   
  President, the h oreau Society, Inc.    

  In 2016, the h oreau Society celebrates seventy- i ve years of existence. 
Founded in 1941 by a mixed group of academics and enthusiasts, the 
Society is the oldest and largest single- author society in the United States. 
Members can be found in more than i fty countries. Since its found-
ing, members have gathered annually (in recent years, on the weekend 
closest to h oreau’s birthday), with many traveling several thousands of 
miles to attend. Activities at the annual event includes the presentation of 
 academic papers and panel discussions about all things h oreau in addi-
tion to nature walks, river trips, and other outdoor activities. 

 h e breadth of h oreau’s reach never ceases to amaze his devoted 
readers. In the charged political atmosphere of 2015, acts of civil disobe-
dience could be seen from Charleston, South Carolina to Washington, 
DC, among other less highly publicized instances. His inl uence contin-
ues to resonate in our collective conversations about social justice, the 
environment, economics, and what constitutes a good and meaningful 
life. In the fall 2015 issue of  Yes!  Magazine, a short essay appears under 
the title “h oreau Was My Financial Advisor,” expounding on h oreau’s 
description of a thing’s cost to the “amount of what I will call life which is 
required to be exchanged for it.” 

 With its support of this volume, the Society continues its stated 
 mission: to stimulate interest in and foster education about h oreau’s life, 
works, legacy, and his place in his world and ours, challenging all to live a 
deliberate, considered life.   
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  Abbreviations 

 h is volume cites the ongoing Princeton University Press edition of  h e 
Writings of Henry D.h oreau  for h oreau’s works, correspondence, and 
journal entries currently published in that series. For writings, letters, 
and parts of his journal not yet available in the Princeton Edition, we 
have cited the 1906 Houghton- Mil  in edition. General references to the 
Princeton Edition are abbreviated as PE; general references to the 1906 
edition are abbreviated as HM. h e following abbreviations for individual 
volumes are also used: 

    COR        Correspondence , Volumes 1– 2. Edited by Robert N. Hudspeth. 
In  h e Writings of Henry D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2013– .   

   EEM        Early Essays and Miscellanies.  Edited by Joseph J. Moldenhauer 
and Edwin Moser with Alexander C.  Kern. In  h e Writings of 
Henry D.  h oreau.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University Press, 
1975.   

   EX        Excursions . Edited by Joseph J.  Moldenhauer. In  h e Writings of 
Henry D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2007.   

  J       h e Journal of Henry David h oreau.  Edited by Bradford 
Torrey. 14 vols. Ed. Bradford Torrey and Francis Allen. Boston: 
Houghton Mil  in, 1906.   

   MW        h e Maine Woods . Edited by Joseph J.  Moldenhauer. In  h e 
Writings of Henry D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1972.   

  PJ       Journal , Volumes 1– 8. Edited by John C. Broderick, Robert 
Sattelmeyer, et al. In  h e Writings of Henry D. h oreau.  Princeton, 
NJ: Princeton University Press, 1981– .   

   RP        Reform Papers . Edited by Wendell Glick. In  h e Writings of Henry 
D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1973.   

www.cambridge.org/9781107094291
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09429-1 — Thoreau at 200
Edited by Kristen Case , K. P. Van Anglen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xx

xx

Abbreviations

   W        Walden . Edited by J.  Lyndon Shanley. In  h e Writings of Henry 
D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1971.   

   Week        A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers . Edited by Carl 
F. Hovde. In  h e Writings of Henry D. h oreau.  Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 1980.     
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    A Note on Citations from the Princeton Edition     

  h e essays in  h oreau at Two Hundred  follow the Princeton Edition of 
 h e Writings of Henry D. h oreau  in not regularizing “inconsistencies in 
punctuation, word- divison, or spelling” ( W  382), especially where such 
accidental features represent h oreau’s choices between American and 
British spellings (“i bre/ i ber,” “plough/ plow”) or his opting to follow local 
forms (“Shakespere” not “Shakespeare”) –  all of which were common in 
early nineteenth- century New England. Likewise, “mistakes, anomalies, 
and inconsistencies in the manuscript” of h oreau’s Journal “have been 
allowed to stand unless sense is seriously threatened” (PJ 1: 590).    

www.cambridge.org/9781107094291
www.cambridge.org

