
Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09376-8 — Wittgenstein and Davidson on Language, Thought, and Action
Edited by Claudine Verheggen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Wittgenstein and Davidson
on Language, Thought, and Action

Wittgenstein and Davidson are two of the most influential and controversial
figures of twentieth-century philosophy. However, whereas Wittgenstein is
often regarded as a deflationary philosopher, Davidson is considered to be
a theory builder and systematic philosopher par excellence. Consequently,
little work has been devoted to comparing their philosophies with each other.
In this volume of new essays, leading scholars show that in fact there is much
that the two share. By focusing on the similarities between Wittgenstein and
Davidson, their essays present compelling defences of their views and
develop more coherent and convincing approaches than either philosopher
was able to propose on his own. They show how philosophically fruitful and
constructive reflection on Wittgenstein and Davidson continues to be, and
how relevant the writings of both philosophers are to current debates in
philosophy of mind, language, and action.

claudine verheggen is Professor in the Department of Philosophy at
York University in Toronto. She has published numerous articles on issues in
mind and language, and she is co-author of Donald Davidson’s Triangulation
Argument: A Philosophical Inquiry (2016).

www.cambridge.org/9781107093768
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09376-8 — Wittgenstein and Davidson on Language, Thought, and Action
Edited by Claudine Verheggen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Wittgenstein and Davidson
on Language, Thought, and Action

Edited by

Claudine Verheggen
York University, Toronto

www.cambridge.org/9781107093768
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09376-8 — Wittgenstein and Davidson on Language, Thought, and Action
Edited by Claudine Verheggen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

4843/24, 2nd Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, Delhi – 110002, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107093768
DOI: 10.1017/9781316145364

© Cambridge University Press 2017

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2017

Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St Ives plc

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Verheggen, Claudine, editor.
Title: Wittgenstein and Davidson on language, thought, and action / edited by
Claudine Verheggen, York University, Toronto.
Description: New York : Cambridge University Press, 2017.
Identifiers: LCCN 2017028185 | ISBN 9781107093768
Subjects: LCSH: Wittgenstein, Ludwig, 1889–1951. | Davidson, Donald,
1917–2003. | Language and languages – Philosophy. | Thought and
thinking. | Act (Philosophy)
Classification: LCC B3376.W564 W521345 2017 | DDC 192–dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017028185

ISBN 978-1-107-09376-8 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781107093768
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09376-8 — Wittgenstein and Davidson on Language, Thought, and Action
Edited by Claudine Verheggen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

In memory of Sue Larson

www.cambridge.org/9781107093768
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-09376-8 — Wittgenstein and Davidson on Language, Thought, and Action
Edited by Claudine Verheggen 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Contents

List of Contributors page ix
Acknowledgements x

Introduction 1
claudine verheggen

1 Holism in Action 8
robert h. myers

2 Davidson’s Wittgensteinian View of Meaning 28
paul horwich

3 Davidson and Wittgenstein
A Homeric Struggle? 46
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