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What have WTO accessions contributed to the rules-based multilateral

trading system? What demands have been made by original WTO

members on acceding governments? How have the acceding governments

fared? This volume of essays offers critical readings on how WTO

accession negotiations have expanded the reach of the multilateral trading

system not only geographically but also conceptually, clarifying

disciplines and pointing the way to their further strengthening in future

negotiations. Members who have acceded since the WTO was established

now account for twenty per cent of total WTO membership. In the age of

globalization there is an increased need for a universal system of trade

rules. Accession negotiations have been used by governments as an

instrument for domestic reforms, and one lesson from the accession

process is that there are contexts which lead multilateral trade negoti-

ations to successful outcomes even in the complex and multi-polar

twenty-first-century economic environment. The contributions in this

volume illuminate the pressing question regarding why some trade nego-

tiations fail, some stall and others succeed.
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DISCLAIMER

The opinions, arguments and conclusions contained in this publication
are the sole responsibility of the individual authors. This includes contri-
butions prepared by individual staff of the Secretariat of the World Trade
Organization. None of the chapters purports to reflect the opinions or
views of WTO members or the Secretariat, directly or indirectly. Any
citation of the chapters should ascribe authorship to the individuals who
have written the contributions. This book should not be viewed as
advancing any form of legal interpretation or any policy position, and
no views or analysis in this publication should be attributed to the WTO,
its Secretariat or its members.
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FOREWORD

Welcoming new members to the WTO is a highlight of my position as
Director-General. The tangible sense of pride that I have felt from
acceding governments – and their expectations of what membership will
mean for their citizens – is a reminder of the importance of the multilat-
eral trading system. Thirty-three new members have joined the WTO
since it was established in 1995. At the time of writing we have 161
members, covering 98 per cent of the global economy, and there are over
twenty more countries in the process of joining.

Increasing the membership of the WTO has always been a priority for
our organization – not as an end in itself, but as a means to extend the
coverage of multilateral trade rules. When a new country goes through
the process of integrating into the multilateral trading system, we see tariffs
lowered, market access increased, and the principles of non-discrimination,
transparency and predictability extended. In addition, in the WTO’s
dispute settlement system, new members have access to one of the most
highly regarded bodies in international law to help them to resolve trade
disputes in a fair and objective manner. The overall effect of increasing
the membership is therefore to boost growth and increase stability in the
global economy.

This book seeks to tell the story of WTO accessions and show the
importance of our work in this area. Over fifty contributors from inside
and outside the WTO assess the results of our efforts and how they have
served the trading system. As a result, these pages contain a mix of
analysis, experience and lessons for the future. They highlight the value
of accessions in increasing market access, supporting domestic reforms
and contributing to rule making in the WTO.

The contributors include chief negotiators of original members; chief
negotiators of members which have acceded since 1995; highly regarded
economists, lawyers and academics; and experts from the WTO, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund and the International Trade Centre.

xvii
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In considering our work on accessions we should recall the genesis of
this organization. The WTO was first conceived as part of the post-war
Bretton Woods framework of global economic governance, with the aim
of achieving greater openness, prosperity and stability among nations.
This remains central to my vision of the WTO today. By bringing an
increasing number of countries together in an atmosphere of cooperation
and shared rules, the multilateral trading system is a means not just to
achieve growth and development, but also to support peace.

I congratulate everyone who has been involved in producing this
important book – particularly the contributors and the co-editors. It is
an excellent contribution to the debate on the work of the WTO during
our twentieth anniversary year.

Roberto Azevêdo
WTO Director-General

xviii foreword
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PTA preferential trade agreement

RAMs recently acceded members

RCEP regional comprehensive economic partnership

RTA regional trade agreement

S&D special and differential treatment

SCM subsidies and countervailing measures

SES single economic space

SFRY Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

SMEs small and medium-sized enterprises

SNA System of National Accounts

SOEs state-owned enterprises

SPS sanitary and phytosanitary measures

STEs state trading enterprises

TBT technical barriers to trade

TF Trade Facilitation

TFEU Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

TISA Trade in Services Agreement

TPP Trans-Pacific Partnership

TPR Trade Policy Review

TPRM Trade Policy Review Mechanism

TRIMs trade-related investment measures

TRIPs trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights

TRQ tariff rate quota

TTIP Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership

UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

UNCPC United Nations’ Central Product Classification

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UPOV International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants

USAID United States Agency for International Development

VAT value-added tax

VCLT Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

WCO World Customs Organization

WEF World Economic Forum

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WP working party

WPR working party report

WTO World Trade Organization
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EDITORS ’ NOTE

The analyses in the chapters in this book were finalised at the end of
December 2014. Since then the Republic of Seychelles acceded to the
World Trade Organization (WTO) on 26 April 2015. This expanded total
WTO membership from 160 to 161.

The chapters in this book are, however, based on the analysis of the
results from the accession-specific commitments of the 32 Article XII
members which had joined the WTO up to the end of 2014. The relevant
chapters include a footnote to indicate this.

On the pace of the current accession negotiations work programme,
the negotiations for the membership of the Republic of Kazakhstan
should be concluded before the summer break of 2015. Kazakhstan
should become the 162nd member of the WTO by the Tenth WTO
Ministerial Conference in December 2015.
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