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THE SCOTTISH ENLIGHTENMENT
AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION

Historians of ideas have traditionally discussed the significance of the
French Revolution through the prism of several major interpret-
ations, including the commentaries of Burke, Tocqueville and Marx.
This book argues that the Scottish Enlightenment offered an alterna-
tive and equally powerful interpretative framework for the Revolu-
tion, which focused on the transformation of the polite, civilised
moeurs that had defined the ‘modernity’ analysed by Hume and
Smith in the eighteenth century. The Scots observed what they
understood as a military- and democracy-led transformation of Euro-
pean modern morals, and concluded that the real historical signifi-
cance of the Revolution lay in the transformation of warfare, national
feelings and relations between states, war and commerce that charac-
terised the post-revolutionary international order.

This book recovers the Scottish philosophers’ powerful discussion of
the nature of post-revolutionary modernity, and shows that it is
essential to our understanding of nineteenth-century political

thought.

ANNA PLASSART is a Junior Research Fellow in Modern History at

Christ Church, Oxford.
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IDEAS IN CONTEXT

Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke,
Jennifer Pitts and John Robertson

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and
of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were
generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the
contemporary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of
the evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it
is hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete
contexts. By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy,
of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to
dissolve.
The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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