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Advice to readers

Like the preceding volumes in this series, this is intended as a contribution
to the history of historiography, and is not to be read as offering a history of
the late Roman empire or the first centuries of the Christian church.
Where I have made use of recent scholarship on these two great subjects,
it has not been with the intention of evaluating Gibbon’s history or those
written by his contemporaries, or (though this is still possible) of treating
him or them as engaged in problems they share with recent historians; but
with that of understanding the histories they wrote and the kinds of
histories they were writing. The history of historiography is a discipline
(or a group of sub-disciplines) that has, for reasons themselves historical,
been neglected to the point where its character and methods still need to
be agreed on; and in these volumes I have found myself studying the
Decline and Fall both as a very great text in its own right, and as the
centrepiece of a portrait of early modern historiography in its last phase
before the revolutionary transformation it underwent in the following
century.

For this reason, historians other than Gibbon, with whose work his
was engaged — Tillemont in particular among them — have been allowed
to speak at length in their own voices, and I have endeavoured to present
and interpret them as well as him. In both cases I have often reported
them in the historic present tense, as narratives we may read and expe-
rience in themselves before going on to examine them as acts of speech
performed in past history. It is necessary, of course, to preserve their
historic and sometimes archaic character in order to understand them;
and I have continued the practice of transcribing works printed in
eighteenth-century French so as to preserve their now obsolete spelling,
punctuation and (especially) accentuation. This may trouble the eye
of the modern reader, but it would have distorted their historicity
to modernise their visual appearance. For the same reason, I have
retained Gibbon’s spellings of late-antique names — e.g., ‘Genseric’,
‘Jornandes’ — where these have now been abandoned in favour of others.
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Advice to readers xi

My aim has been to return the reader to the world of the eighteenth
century and its historical culture.

All translations are my own except where I have used Loeb editions of
Latin and Greek authors, or employed contemporary English translations
from the French. It may be desirable to reiterate that Decline and Fall in
italic refers to the book, Decline and Fall in roman to the concept.
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The following abbreviations of book titles have been regularly employed.
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BSE

BUH

EE

EEG

EGLH

Empereurs

FDF

FJournal B

FJournal C
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