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above and below reading, 72n5, 107,
158010, 227
absurd, 64, 65, 119
acceptance, 52, 63, 88, 135, 145, 156, 187
adverbs
wisdom importance of, 5 and n1g, 170
and ng6, 200-1
aging, 33-5, 135, 202
as powers of the spirit, g5
and vulnerability, 34
All, as two or both (the minimum plural),
30—40n10, 11307, 1151016,
231n118
its argument, 97, 98
the works of creation, 105
Alter, Robert, 226
alterism, 27
Alvarez,‘]ulia, 173
‘amal, 47, 89
ambivalence, of, 42n15
as the heart’s passions, 48
as labor, 26, 40
as money or wealth, 26 and n2g, 48, 188
as sinfulness, 26, 41, 42n15
(paired with ‘awen), 43
ambivalence, 76, 117n22
of its antecedent, 74n14, 9o, 143,
147017, 150, 152, 232
delayed disclosure of, 219n8
as expressive of interrelation of
microcosm and macrocosm, 75
amphibologie (double reading), 221, 222.
See also doublet
anger (ka‘as), 13, 26, 29, 32, 48, 52, 88,
181, 207
animals, 101, 118, 172, 180, 183, 199

antanaclasis, xvin10, 73n9, 10716, 113ng,
178, 223, 224, 220-39

its oppositional sense, 226, 233—4
pedagogical reasons for, 295—9
its theory, 233-5

Apollinaire, Guillaume, g

Appelfeld, Aharon, 15, 35, 96

‘asah, to collect, 1gn11

attente, attention, 130

Augustine, 209

authorship, 207—9

Bachelard, Gaston, 181n10,
184n12, 222n88
bad, See evil
Barthes, Roland, 202, 208
Bartleby, 203
Barucq, André, 6n14, 22n17
Bechtel, Lyn M., 82, 92, 134n33
Ben Sira, xiv, xv, 9, 79, 84, 85
Bergo, Bettina, 195n36
Bergson, Henri, 79, 9o, 168, 170
better-than formulas, 163—4
birth
birthing vs being born, 83n10, 110n12,
193, 196—9, 217, 240
and death, 79, 81, 85, 97, 196—7
Blanchot, Maurice, xvi, 3, 15, 63, 86n14,
95, 129, 165, 200
L’Amitié, 171-2
LEcriture du désastre, 3, 23, 80, 86, 97,
98,128,131, 132, 164, 166
L’Espace littéraire, 100-2, 1667, 169
Bolin, Thomas, 118n26, 158ng, 185-8
both/and, 76n17, 152, 222. See also
Yogi Berra
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breath crossover concepts, 105—-10
breath of breaths, xi, 10, 121. See also crooked/straight, 211-12

hyperbole

the breath of life, life-breath, the peshat
of hebel, 10, 114-6, 118, 121

“breath in/out,”161, 188-9, 195

as a fact, 116, 195. See also hebel

and longevity formulas for counting,
116, 189-94

Buell, Lawrence, 8o

Cain, 19-20
Calvino, Italo, 9, 134n3g1
Camus, Albert, xv, 52, 5513, 64, 104, 119,
171, 172, 203
Caputo, John D., 27ng0
Catalogue of the Times, 8o—2, 146-7, 170
its parallel with the Cosmology, 81-3
cause and effect
their ambivalence, 194
Ceresko, Anthony R., 73, 231n117
C'est la vie!, 180
chance in Qohelet
a human invention, 5
change, See transience
Char, René, 93
Christianson, Eric S., 2ng
Cioran, E. M., 50, 52, 63n24, 162, 204
collection, 1
as a literary genre, 204—6
as quotational, 209
sins of, 13-6, 21
community
of learning, 216
of mourning, 216
conscience (fr.), See doublet
contentment, 24, 64, 66, 179
as cyclical, 57
as joy, 65
the message of Qohelet, xiv
Coomaraswamy, Ananda K., xiinp
cosmic patterns of renewal, 71, 218
cosmology
Qohelet’s (1:4-7), 71-7
its ambivalence, 73
its moral lesson, 55, 72-3, 171
counting
and accounting, 121
humans, 214
Crenshaw, James L., 26n28, 58, 73n11,
81n6, 143, 149104, 2310116

Curtius, Ernst Robert, 226n101,
237N132
cycles, 54, 55, 79, 84, 90, 159, 167, 193
as anticipating eternity, 126-26ng, 167

dabar (debarim, divrei), 1—4, 86, 220n82
ambivalence of, 38, 75, 137,
165, 219n8o
as collectibles, 16
as things of experience, 16
as things of pleasure and power, 2, 220
and n82
as plot, g
as words of reproof, 2, 17n6
dailiness, 61—4, 109, 174, 207. See also time
David, 21, 237
righteousness of the Davidic line, 21
day (yom)
counting, 189-94
days of our years, 130, 190
as synonymous with year (shanah),
108n7. See also sun
death, g4, 135
as already dead, 131
as fate (migreh), 162, 197, 199
and joy, 14n4
as metaphor of the neuter, 166
of the other, 197-8
as part of life, 83, 86n14, 199
and rebirth, 214
dehors, See the outside
Derrida, Jacques, 209-10, 234
dialectic, 83-6, 88, 92, g7-100, 102,
104-5, 126, 129, 130, 136, 166,
167, 169, 170, 178
Dillard, Annie, xvi
Diogenes Laertius, 13, 37, 42
Dire/Dit (Levinas), 122
disaster
as dis-aster, the act of thinking, 96, 97.
See also hebel
discussion and debate, 11, 23, 37, 42, 87,
162, 162-3, 165, 2309, 241
Dor-Shav, Ethan, 14n3, 69
doublet, 2, 89, 218-21, 220n82
conscience (fr.), 218
delayed disclosure of, 219n81
and metaphysics, 222n88. See also dabar
readings, 152
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dreams, 180, 194—5
as access to night, 101, 166, 167, 169
as the Outside, 101

dualism, 52, 64, 86, 239

Dupriez. Bernard, 235

eating, 2
eating and drinking, 23, 36, 61 and n18, 175
(the four) elements, 71, 76, 78,
81, 181n10
air, See wind
earth (‘eretz), 71n1, 73, 78
fire and sexuality, 78
as lessons for humans, 172, 181
(people of the), 73, 76, 78
water, its natural boundaries, 56np5, 75,
77,83, 167
either/or, (Occam’s razor), 79 and ng,
76,113, 152, 221
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, xvi, 27, 62, 64, 88
enigma
of authorship, 208, 210
of doublets, 219 and n81
hebel as, 113-14, 161, 178
indifference as, 203
Qohelet’s teachings as, 161, 177
enjoyment, xiv, 28, 58n11, 89, 106, 109,
167, 169, 181, 216, 218n78, 227
God-given, 10
entre-deux, 184, 185
Epictetus, 67
eternity (‘olam), 55, 74, 79, 81, 130, 147,
240. See also infinity, Outside, cycles
evil
as a quotational device, 10, 202
excess
the sinful pursuit of, 43-6, 187
the vocabulary of, 44-8
of wisdom, 48
exegesis, 11
as mediator of Torah learning, 132
philosophical, 11, 239
as religious duty, 133
existence (sheer existing), 167
expectation, attitude, 64-6, 174, 191
of the dawn, 126
experience
beyond, g4
epistemological importance of, 16
the experiential “I”, 26-8, 131
its highest form, 161

251

its identity, 100

primary, 166—72
eyes, 57

control over, 59

face, 170 and ngg, 183, 199
Farmer, Kathleen A., 10n2g, 182
fate (migreh), 52, 118, 196, 197, 199.
See also death
fear
of commiting murder, 162 and n6, 199
of dying, 162
figures of speech
as figures of thought, 119, 216-39
Fisch, Harold, 57, 117n24
Fontenay, Elisabeth de, 195
Foucault, Michel, g5, 136, 208,
210, 219n80
Fox, Michael V., xvii, 6-7, 1513, 40,
42n1p, 43016, 5503, 64n30, 65,
74n13, 76n18, 1110230, 11gn28,
121n33, 126, 132, 144, 178, 170,
194, 195135, 206
his rereading of Qohelet, 8nz0
Frame, Donald, xvin11, 129n1
Frost, Robert, 66

Goethe, 12, 32n309, 78, 79, 125,
178, 182
Ginsberg, H. L., 22, 43116, 144n15,
211, 240
God
blaming God, 6
creates in binaries, 84-5, 92
discourse about, 11, 83ng, 149
fear of, 101, 141, 144, 146, 152,
155-9, 227
the Judge, 141 and n6, 142-3
not to be judged, 11
as the metaphor of metaphors, 121-2
His motives must remain hidden, 84
His Otherness or Outside, 157
testifying against, 148-52
His works (maaseh ‘Elohim), 131, 143-5,
149, 153010
gold-feathered bird, 70, go-1
good/bad, g2ngg, 81, 150, 201
“whether for good or evil”, 145-6.
See also quotationals
Gordis, Robert, 26n28, 5gn1s, 232n122
Grotius, Hugo, 6n14, 241
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Hacham, Amos, 16n5
haplography, 45n3, 72n6
harmony
of the world, 53, 8o
of opposites, 8o, 227, 237
Hartman, Geoffrey, 1n2
hand
the near at hand, 59, 60, 98
the organ of power, 59n1g. See also power
heart
and eyes, 57, 58
hebel
ambivalence of, 132
as breath of life, 114, 182
as breath of school children, 51n1g,
139, 161
cosmic, 6-8
the dis-aster of, 8-9, 93
gam zeh hebel (this too is mere hebel), 43,
53, 179, 180
that humans create, 5
its many interpretations, 11§
its three levels, 114n11
as motto and refrain, 4-6, 47,
111, 1221037
the peshat of, xi, 4, 114, 182
its polysemy, 4-1, 115
as prophetic souffle, 9, 133
Qohelet’s favorite word, xvi, 114
for self-renewal, 10
as spirit, 75
as strength, 161
as a terminus technicus or repetition
formula, gn22, 177-9, 203
as transience, 6-8
as vanity, 4-6
as vapor, 115
as wind, xi, 117
as words, g—-10, 38
hebel of hebel, 37—40, 44, 47,118, 121
as inspiration/expiration, 18
as the very possibility of life, 122,
168, 170
as a riddle, 128
hebel- judgment, 20, 66
hendiadys, 2n6, 23, 25, 30, 48, 187, 228
Heschel, Abraham Joshua, 4n1g, 81
Holderlin, xii
hospitality, 36, 161
human/cosmic binary, 75, 76
hyperbole, 121, 122, 178

Index

Ibn Ghiyath, 71
ignorance, 46, 63, 85, 87
inclusio (repetitive resumption), 38, 126-8,
144, 149, 158, 159, 178, 198, 211,
226
indifference, 69—70, 203, 207
the world’s, 66, 81, 89, 92, 103, 104, 200
infinite, infinity
as the practice of language, 164, 210
infinity, 109, 131
as opposite of totality, 100, 161. See
also eternity, Outside
inyan, 16n5
‘ish
as important person, 18, 19, 4504, 179

Jabes, Edmond, 119, 165
Janus, 10, 79, 97, 110, 220, 227
Jankélévitch, Vladimir, 128, 182, 200, 299
Jankélévitch, Vladimir et Berlowitz,
Béatrice, 25126, 33, 70n3, 173047
Job, 64, 96, 101, 151
his awarenes of God’s transcendence,
156, 157
blames God?, 141, 142, 151, 157
book of, 67, 134-5
his patience, 135
his put-down by God, 130
and Qohelet, 134-5
his rage, 52
his renewal from nothing, 134
Johnston, Robert K., xvii, 16n38,
20n12, 43n16
Josephus, 1
Joy
of being alive, 167, 173, 174
and death, 14n4
as Qohelet’s defining attitude, 65
as gift from God, 10, 66, 175, 201
as a human appropriation, 201
of light, 109, 168, 218
in the tragic, xii
Judah and Tamar, 21, 162n6

Kaplan, Robert, 129n11
Katz, Claire Elise, xviin12, 170n33
Kazin, Alfred, 170ng5
Keil, Yehudah, 226 and n10o0, 237n133
khepelz, 1615, 83, 8gnzo
ambivalence of, 20, 76, 9o, 91
khote’ (sinner), 20, 22, 24, 57, 60, 211 and n12
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Kimbhi, See Radak

Kugel, James, 1gn11

Kriiger, Thomas, xivng, 5n13, 7, 81,
83,84,119n9, 114011, 115016,
14306, 14804, 15504, 157,
196n40, 213n69, 230, 231n115

Lange, Gerson, xivng
Lanham, Richard A. xvinio0, 235
LaRochefoucauld, 204, 206
Lee, Eunny P, xvii, 64, 158, 159, 196n38,
216, 218n78, 222n87
Levinas, Emmanuel, xvi, xvii, 5n1g, 11, 15,
23, 34, 58n11, 59, 67, 97, 99, 109,
111-23, 125, 129, 130, 133, 135,
152, 161, 162, 164, 167-70, 173,
181, 183, 194, 197, 199, 200, 210,
214, 221, 222, 239
the lesson of freedom, 135
Levinassian exegesis, 11, 111
life
death as part of, 85
the good life vs. life’s goods, xvi
To Life!, 10
to be enjoyed, 14
living
and living wisely, 5, 8, 54—67
livingly, xii, 201
joyously, xii—xiii, 175
Limburg, James, xivng, 52n20, 178
Lo, Alison, 76n17, 196, 200
Lohfink, Norbert, gn22, 14n4, 52nz2o,
115018, 144n14, 148, 177, 2311116
Longman III, Tremper, 1503, 15401
love
of God, 8n21, 155
lovingly, xiing, 201

Machinist, Peter, 6n17, 196, 199, 200
ma‘aseh/ma‘asim
as deeds or works of God, 131-2, 143,
149, 153
as possessions, 19n11, 188
macrocosm / microcosm, xii, 45
their harmony, g1. See also ambivalence
metaphors applying to both, 44-7
poetic repetition as expressing their
harmony, 113
Maimonides, 20
magqom, See place
Marcel, Gabriel, 197-8
Marcus Aurelius, 56, 204

253

Mattila, Sharon Lea, 85n12
Maussion, Marie, xivng
McCarter, P. Kyle, 225n97
Menahem Ha-Meiri, 42n15
merism, merismus, 80-6, 100, 145
Meschonnic, Henri, xin1, 112, 113n10,
117n30, 219n8o
metaphor
as a miraculous surplus, 222
as possibility of transcendence, 122.
See also hyperbole; peshat-metaphor
as unifying human and cosmic behavior,
76, 80, 1169
Miller, Douglas B., xvii, 111, 113—4 and
nii, 115n16, 117n22, 226n102
midrash, xvi, xvii, 15019, 96-97, 105,
155, 178
Montaigne, Michel de, xivn7, xvin1, 1n2,
57,8, 9,33, 38, 54, 56, 59116, 62,
63, 80, 85, 91, 103, 129n1, 136, 175,
177, 179, 201, 202, 204, 205, 237
Mopsik, Charles, xivn8, gonz1
Moses, 17, 18, 101, 225
Murphy, Roland E., 7-8, 142, 143,
196n38, 204

needs and desires
natural vs unnatural, 47, 54, 58, 66
negative, 86—99
can be accommodated, g9
commandments, 57, 156—7
morality, 8, 57, 201
Neher, André, g, 4, 41, 134, 156, 222
neuter, neutral, 81, 93, 166, 172
newness, as unnatural, 56, 125, 126
Nietzsche, 195
night
and dreams, 166, 167, 169
from the Outside, 100, 101, 169
as part of day, 85, 100
Noegel, Scott B., 118n25, 204n56, 220,
2g91n1175
nothing
as the absence of values, 207
as an everything, 161, 185
nada, 181
no-thing, as not a nothing, 9, 50, 52, 67,
98,99, 102, 128, 131, 160, 167,
189, 222
nothing new?, 125, 128
the nothing thatis (il y a), 128—9,
130, 168
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nothing (cont.) poetry, 92

as the victory of the human, 222

what is it?, 125, 127
notyet (not-yet), 16, 170n33
notyet born, 15, 33, 161 and
n4, 213-15
not yet dead, 212

objectivation, 15
Oedipus, 136ng7

Ogden, Graham, xvii, 22n19, 29n21,

232n119
outer and inner
their continuity, xii
the outside (dehors), g, 166, 170

accessed through negatives, 101, 166

to be beside one’s self, g9, 131
as beyond the sun, 8

celestial or prophetic, g

as hebel, 132

indifference of, 130, 172

its positive characterisics, 101

as the world to come, 105

patience, 35, 57, 88, 102, 135, 168

Paley, Grace, 215, 216

parallelism, 74, 197, 198, 220, 223, 225

as guilt by association, 117
passions, 47-50, 66

mistrust of, 51-2

Western cult of, 51

as wickedness, 49
Paul, Sherman, 10on24
Paulhan, Jean, 137

performative, 38 and ng4, 128, 132, 188

peshat (plain or literal meaning)

as already a metaphor, 119-21, 170

and ng2

as the basis for interpretation, 116

of hebel, xi

peshatmetaphor, 115, 119, 200, 217, 222

for life, 121

nada (Hemingway’s) as an example, 181

philology, 11

philosophy, 11
and philology, 240

place, 79, 228—9
dynamic quality of, 70, 166
limited goal, 55

Plato, 5n1g

pleasure

to be accepted but not pursued, 87

as thinking without knowing, 112n4
poetic language, 111, 222
polysemy or multivalence, xv, 4, 10 and
nz3, 116, 183, 195, 200, 204,
218, 221-2
of ‘eretz, 75,76, 100,111, 115, 218
of hebel, 4-11, 29n21
of ruakh, 118, 187
Yogi Berra vs William of Occam,
79n0, 221
possessions, 54
the cult of, 25
Poulet, Georges, 129, 130
poverty, 171
power
addiction to, 133
is the hand, 59, 217, 224, 230, 232
kingly, 21, 22, 30, 36, 132
over the passions, g5
of things, g, 11
of vulnerability, 35
of words and discourse, g, 11, 132, 133,
136, 161, 202, 214
presque rien, 162, 181, 185
profit, 37ng, 76
prophetic consciousness, 129. See
also Outside.

Provan, lain, xin1

Qohelet (the character)
his autobiography, 6, 15-19, 207
authorship, 207—9
ben David, 21
his bi-polar orientation, 202, 241
the Collector, 1, 18, 19
of proverbs and students, 2
his confession, 6, 8, 15—9, 209-10
as founder of a new society, 182
the king, 16, 18, 19—28
as former king, 33, 102, 132
his sins of collection, 19-28
his name as focus of the work, 208
his pseudo- name, 2, 17, 96
the poet, 161
from power to words, 3, 132, 133
the philosopher, 16
the Qohelet, 2, 18, 12606
the re-formed, 16
the sinner, See khote’
his transformational quest, 35, 132
the wisdom teacher, 96, 136
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Qohelet (the literary work Ecclesiastes) ruakh
the «all » argument in, §2ng9, 39—4on10 ambivalence of, 4gn15, 50, 73, 75,
chance in, 5 10705, 118

its confessional perspective, 210, 241
contradictions in, g, 8, 28, 174, 201,
202, 237

as dialogical, 28, 165

as a foundational myth, 133-7, 161

literary genre of, 203-10

as a guide to living, x7v, 5

life-numbering formulas in, 191—4

as a maxim collection, 204-6

its moral agenda, g

its negative method, 9

optimism in, xvii, 216-18

a philosophical text, 239

the plot of, g, 11

as a poetic text, 4, 204

read at the time of our joy, xv

as royal fiction, 4, 21-2, 219

Solomon as the author of, 1, 17, 21

as a wisdom manual, 11, 204
quietism, 27, 50-3, 93, 156, 174, 207, 242
quotationals, 88, 150, 151, 179, 197,

201-3, 209

Radak (Rabbi David Kimbhi), 49
Rashbam (Rabbi Samuel ben Meir), 152
regularity
as joyous, 46, 55, 79
remains
the fragmentary, 1, 2, 8, 128, 131, 132,
135, 174, 204, 207, 210
gathered by sages, 131—4
nothing?, 128
remembered future, 57
futured past, 194
repetition, 204n56
of pure sounds in poetry,
111-13, 170n30
as non-power, 132
of repetition, 167
reversal of language, xvi, 86, 102, 136,
178, 214, 219n81
Rilke, Rainer Maria, 160, 200
ripeness (tomatoes), 9o, 91, 92
Robbins, Jill, 170ng2
Rojtman, Bette, 222
Rolland, Jacques, g8n10, 122n38, 160n2
Rosenzweig, Franz, xiiin6, 16onz2
Roubaud, Jacques, g2
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 52, 167

as hebelbreath, 75, 117, 186

its polysemy, 187

re‘ut ruakh, 5, 49, 51, 107, 118, 185-8
as spirit, 76, 122, 1867

as wind, 49

as wind-breath, xi, xii, 69, 77

Santob de Carrién, xvini1, yon16, 8gn18,
102-9, 207N59
Sarna, Nahum M., 32ng9,
186n22, 220n81
Sartre, Jean Paul, 130, 168n19
Sauer, Georg, 85n12
savoir (knowledge)
versus intuition, 3
as excessive, 136ng7
Schifferdecker, Kathryn, 101n21
Schoors, Anton, 82, 22gn110
Scheindlin, Raymond P., 71
Scott, R. B. Y., xin1
Seneca, xii, xiii, xvi, xvii, 5n1g, 6n1p,
7niy, 28, §7N2, 40N12, 41, 44, 45,
47, 48, son18, 53nz21, 55, 59n16,
61-3, 70, 109, 126
Seow, Choon-Leong, 14, 83n10, 213n68,
230n114
Shapiro, Rami, xivng, 7, 129n11
Shuster, Martin, xvii
Sibony, Daniel, 150, 185
silence
and speech, 86, 91
and the Outside, 86n15, 102, 129 and
nig, 166, 169, 179
Abel’s task of, 222
sin, See collection, khote’
skepticism, 164, 168, 217
and piety, 153, 164-5
Smelik, Klaas, 139
Sneed, Mark R., 4, 158n9, 178n4, 186nz20
Solomon
his three books, 8n21
and women, 215-16
standing, 73, 79
Stevens, Wallace, 89, 92, 95, 131, 174
Stoics, 5on12, 67 ng6, 76, 85n12, 98,
15006, 163, 200
success (kishron), 29—4
Succot
Festival of, g5
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suffering, 3, 4, 16, 42, 53, 66, 67, 96, 134,
135, 161, 197
Sun
beyond the sun, the outside, 8, 39
by day and by night, 108n6, 134, 184
as a living creature, 75, 183
as a figure for the Creator, 218
primary experiences under the sun as
sign of eternity, 110
Qohelet’s second favorite word, 106
“under the sun,” 39, 110, 171
supervacua, 41, 47

Tanenbaum, Adena, g6n6
thésaurisation, (hoarding), 25, 33.
See also possessions
Thich Nhat Hanh, 188
thing, See khepetz
Thoreau, Henry David, 10, 13, 27, 56, 509,
62, 86, 99, 109, 126, 224
Tilliette, Xavier, 198n44
time
Catalogue of human times, 8o
as patience, 168 and n2g
the present, 24, 61n18
as poetry, 92
takes its own sweet time, 98
as zeman, 81. See also dailiness
totality, totalities, 85
as the “All”, g7-8
as composed of binary opposites, 82,
84,92, 97
limitations of, 95, 97, 173
as opposite of infinity, 100, 157, 165-6
and the outside (dehors), 97, 99
our world, daily life, 82
working with, gg—100
transcendence. See the outside
transience
as beautiful, 174
as the fabric of life, 70, 172
stable structures of, 7, 73, 78, 79, 167
transitional experiences, 101, 166-172
travel
as metaphor for living, 60
derek as one’s way of life, 61
truth
as capturing reality, 7-8, 67
the criterion of, 6-8, 67, 129, 160, 202
langage vrai, 15n2

“under the sun,” opposed to the outside,
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vulnerability, 35

Wahl, Jean, 114
Waltke, Bruce K., 31n36, 63nz25, 238
wealth, 21, 24, 25, 26n29, 37, 48, 2n2o0,
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wisdom, practical (da‘at), 14,
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ambivalences, 74n14, 147017
its benefits and limitations, g5, 96
a collectible?, 29-33
as a journey through experience, 27
and knowledge, 30-1
as lifegiving, 14
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as transformational, 33, 34, 133, 161
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workaholism, 43, 48
world to come, 105
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