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The twenty-first century has seen a further dramatic increase in the

use of quantitative knowledge for governing social life after its explo-

sion in the 1980s. Indicators and rankings play an increasing role in

the way governmental and non-governmental organizations distribute

attention, make decisions and allocate scarce resources. Quantitative

knowledge promises to be more objective and straightforward as well as

more transparent and open for public debate than qualitative knowledge,

thus producing more democratic decision-making. However, we know

little about the social processes through which this knowledge is consti-

tuted nor its effects. Understanding how such numeric knowledge is pro-

duced and used is increasingly important as proliferating technologies of

quantification alter modes of knowing in subtle and often unrecognized

ways. This book explores the implications of the global multiplication

of indicators as a specific technology of numeric knowledge production

used in governance.
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and Prouver et Gouverner, Une analyse politique des statistiques publiques
(2014).

Wendy Espeland is Professor of Sociology at Northwestern University.
She received her B.S. degree from Arizona State University and her
Ph.D from the University of Chicago. Her current research investigates
quantification as a complex social process that changes how we under-
stand the world and how, and to whom, we cede authority. She is com-
pleting a book withMichael Sauder entitled, Fear of Falling: HowMedia
Rankings Changed Legal Education in America, which analyses the effects
of media rankings on higher education. She has recently published arti-
cles about quantification in the European Journal of Sociology, American
Sociological Review,American Journal of Sociology and theAnnual Review
of Law and Social Science. She has received fellowships from the Rus-
sell Sage Foundation, Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study and Wis-
senschaftskolleg zu Berlin.

Dennis Eucker is a political scientist working on adaptation to climate
change, disaster risk management and sustainable development. His

xi

www.cambridge.org/9781107086227
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08622-7 — The World of Indicators: The Making of Governmental Knowledge
through Quantification
Edited by R. Rottenburg , S. E. Merry , S.-J. Park , J. Mugler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

dissertation dealt with the relation between poverty and vulnerability
to climate change in theMekong River Delta in Vietnam. Currently he
works as research coordinator and integrated expert at Catholic Uni-
versity of Mozambique.

Andrew Farlow is Senior Research Fellow at theOxfordMartin School
of the University of Oxford, and at the Department of Zoology of the
University of Oxford. After studying economics at Gonville and Caius
College, Cambridge, and at Oxford, he now works on a variety
of interdisciplinary projects in the areas of financial instability and
global health. He has provided advice to a wide range of organiza-
tions including the World Health Organization, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, UKDepartment for International Development and
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