
AMERICAN WRITERS AND THE APPROACH
OF WORLD WAR II, 1935–1941

Ichiro Takayoshi’s American Writers and the Approach of World War
II, 1935–1941: A Literary History argues that the approach of World
War II transformed American literary culture. From the mid-1930s to
America’s entry into World War II in 1941, preeminent writers and
intellectuals responded to the turn of the public’s attention from the
economic depression at home to the menace of dictatorships
abroad by producing novels, short stories, plays, poems, and cultural
criticism in which they prophesied the coming of a second world war
and explored how America could prepare for it. Their competing
answers left a rich legacy of idioms, symbols, and standard arguments
that were destined to license America’s promotion of its values and
interests around the world for the rest of the twentieth century.
Ambitious in scope and addressing an enormous range of writers,
thinkers, and artists, this book is the first to establish the outlines of
American letters during this pivotal period.

ichiro takayoshi is Associate Professor of English at Tufts
University. His articles on modern U.S. literature have appeared in
academic journals such as Post45 and Representations. Takayoshi has
also translated into Japanese the works of Don DeLillo, David
Mitchell, and Richard Powers.
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Only the prophecies are true. The present is an opportunity to repent.

Wallace Stevens, “The Noble Rider and the Sound of Words” (1941)

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08526-8 - American Writers and the Approach of World War II, 1935–1941: A Literary
History
Ichiro Takayoshi
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107085268
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

I owe very warm thanks to people and institutions that helped me during
the many years that went into this book. This work began as a dissertation
at Columbia University, so I start with my dissertation committee
members. To Rachel Adams, I am indebted for timely advice and infec-
tious enthusiasm. To Bruce Robbins, I am grateful for many tough
questions and good humor. I had the fortune to receive from Anders
Stephanson expert guidance across the literatures on U.S. foreign policy.
Alan Henrikson similarly schooled me in the art of diplomatic history.
I incurred my heaviest intellectual debt to Ann Douglas, the chair of the
committee. My efforts to emulate her perception, imagination, and meth-
odological versatility eventually led me to the historical problem explored
in this book. Anyone familiar with her scholarship will plainly see her
influences in the following pages. These scholars’ generosity with time and
advice and their unswerving trust in the promise of my work were nothing
short of astounding. I stand humbled and inspired. I hope that whatever
flaws remain in this book will not screen from their view a great deal of
learning they imparted to me.
A wider intellectual community in the Department of English and

Comparative Literature at Columbia also extended to me the benefits of
friendship and support. I thank the department and the Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences for funding my research with various fellowships: the
Nicholson Fellowship, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Summer
Fellowships, and the Dissertation Fellowship. My research significantly
benefited from valuable conversations I have had with Casey Blake,
Amanda Claybaugh, David Damrosch, Andrew Delbanco, Carol Gluck,
and Ezra Tawil.
Gregory Baggett, Benjamin Carp, Radiclani Clytus, Peter Conn, David

Ekbladh, Gordon Hutner, David Palumbo-Liu, Casey Shoop, and Richard
Jean So read chapters in their various iterations. I acknowledge with deep
gratitude their advice and encouragement. I also had the opportunity to

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08526-8 - American Writers and the Approach of World War II, 1935–1941: A Literary
History
Ichiro Takayoshi
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107085268
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


present earlier versions of several chapters at conferences: the annual meeting
of the American Studies Association in 2006; the annual meetings of the
Modern Language Association in 2006 and 2012; and the annual meeting of
the American Political Science Association in 2010. My work greatly profited
from thoughtful comments and keen questions from the audiences. Cam-
bridge University Press secured two outside reports that can be the envy of
any scholar seeking feedback: detailed and productive criticisms informed by
a sympathetic understanding of the author’s intentions.

Portions of Chapter 3 first appeared in Representations 116 (2011) as the
article “The Wages of War: Liberal Gullibility, Soviet Intervention, and
the End of the Popular Front.” I thank University of California Press for
permission to reprint it.

I owe a special debt to Tufts University, where I wrote much of this
book. My colleagues, former and present, inside and outside the English
Department – Linda Bamber, Drusilla Brown, Jay Cantor, Ryan Centner,
Kevin Dunn, Lee Edelman, Carol Flynn, John Fyler, Jim Glaser, Judith
Haber, Andrea Haslanger, Hosea Hirata, Sonia Hofkosh, Charles Inouye,
Virginia Jackson, Joseph Litvak, John Lurz, Kris Manjapra, Malik Mufti,
Jeanne Penvenne, Katie Peterson, Lecia Rosenthal, Jonathan Strong,
Vickie Sullivan, Jonathan Wilson, and Nathan Wolff, among others –
have immersed me in an atmosphere of utmost geniality and intellectual
seriousness. My students also improved this work. I have marveled at the
intelligence and passion of the many seniors and juniors who took my
capstone seminar “War and American Values” since my arrival at Tufts in
2008. Our discussions of many of the issues covered in this book refreshed
my thinking and helped me sharpen my language. I am also deeply obliged
for the Neubauer Family Fellowship that covered a large portion of my
research funds, and for the Junior Faculty Research Leave, which gener-
ously gave me much needed time to expand my research.

Like any historian, I am a grateful beneficiary of many able librarians
and archivists. I am particularly thankful for the professionalism of staffs at
the Manuscript Division at the Library of Congress; the National Archives
in College Park, the Wisconsin Historical Society, the Beineke Library at
Yale University, the Randolph-Macon College Library, the John
F. Kennedy Library and Museum, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
and Museum, Houghton Library, Littaur Library, and Pusey Library at
Harvard University, Firestone Library and Mudd Library at Princeton
University, the Rare Book and Manuscript Library at the University of
Pennsylvania, Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary, and the
Special Collections Research Center at the University of Chicago.

viii Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08526-8 - American Writers and the Approach of World War II, 1935–1941: A Literary
History
Ichiro Takayoshi
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107085268
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Throughout, Ray Ryan, my editor at Cambridge University Press, has
amazed me with his focus, speed, and steadfastness. His work on this
book, as well as our happy relationship, has meant a great deal to me.
This book is dedicated to my parents, Yasuo and Hiroko Takayoshi, for

teaching me the importance of learning. Without the appreciation of the
life of the mind that they instilled in me, I would not have chosen this
vocation. This is also for my wife, Kathryn Takayoshi, the rock of my life.

Acknowledgments ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08526-8 - American Writers and the Approach of World War II, 1935–1941: A Literary
History
Ichiro Takayoshi
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107085268
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-08526-8 - American Writers and the Approach of World War II, 1935–1941: A Literary
History
Ichiro Takayoshi
Excerpt
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107085268
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107085268: 


