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hensive analysis of U.S. modernism as part of a wider, global literature. Both
modernist and American literary studies have been reshaped by waves of scholar-
ship that unsettled prior consensuses regarding America’s relation to transna-
tional, diasporic, and indigenous identities and aesthetics; the role of visual and
musical arts in narrative experimentation; science and technology studies; and
allegiances across racial, ethnic, gendered, and sexual social groups. Recent
writing on U.S. immigration, imperialism, and territorial expansion has gener-
ated fresh and exciting reasons to read — or reread — modernist novelists, both
prominent and forgotten. Written by a host of leading scholars, this Companion
provides unique interpretations and approaches to modernist themes, techni-
ques, and texts.

Joshua L. Miller is Associate Professor of English at the University of Michigan.
His first book, Accented America: The Cultural Politics of Multilingual
Modernism, analyzed the mixed languages of interwar U.S. literary modernism.
He is the coeditor of the forthcoming book Languages of Modern Jewish
Cultures: Comparative Perspectives.
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Gertrude Stein, Three Lives

1910 Mexican Revolution
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Dillingham Commission Report
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Edith Eaton (Sui-Sin Far), Mrs. Spring Fragrance
James W. Johnson, Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man

1913 The New York Armory Show
California enacts Alien Land Law
Willa Cather, O Pioneers!

1914 Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria assassinated in Sarajevo

Panama Canal completed

Tampico Affair and six-month occupation of Veracruz,
Mexico

Ludlow Massacre

Henry Ford introduces “Five Dollar Day”

American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers is
established to protect copyrighted music

1915 German U-boat sinks ocean liner Lusitania

U.S. occupation of Haiti

Mariano Azuela, Los de abajo published serially in El Paso del
Norte (revised and republished in 1920)

Willa Cather, The Song of the Lark

Charlie Chaplin, The Tramp

Winnifred Eaton (Onoto Watanna), Me: A Book of
Remembrance

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland

D.W. Griffith, The Birth of a Nation

1916 Margaret Sanger, Ethel Byrne, and Fanny Mindell open first U.
S. birth control clinic
John Dewey, Democracy and Education
W.C. Handy, “Beale Street Blues”
Rabindranath Tagore, At Home in the World

1917 United States enters World War I
Russian Revolution
East St. Louis race riot (others in Chester, PA; Philadelphia,
PA; and Houston, TX)
Immigration Act of 1917
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1918 Influenza epidemic
Dillingham-Hardwick Act
Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams
Willa Cather, My Antonia
Olga Beatriz Torres, Memorias de mi viaje
Ralph Werther, Autobiography of an Androgyne

1919 Treaty of Versailles

18th Amendment to the Constitution prohibits alcohol;
National Prohibition (Volstead) Act

“Red Summer” of race riots in more than 25 cities, including
Chicago, IL; Washington, DC; and Elaine, AR

Palmer Raids

Sherwood Anderson, Winesburg, Ohio

H.L. Mencken, The American Language

1920 F. Scott Fitzgerald, This Side of Paradise
Anzia Yezierska, Hungry Hearts

1921 Tulsa race riot
Emergency Quota Act

1922 Cable Act
Willa Cather, One of Ours
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Beautiful and Damned
Waldo Frank, City Block
Anzia Yezierska, Salome of the Tenements

1923 Rosewood (FL) Massacre
United States v. Bhagat Singh Thind Supreme Court decision
declaring Native Americans nonwhite in the “common
understanding” of the nation
Willa Cather, A Lost Lady
Jean Toomer, Cane

1924 Johnson-Reed Immigration Act
Walter White, The Fire in the Flint

1925 Scopes trial
Sherwood Anderson, Dark Laughter
Willa Cather, The Professor’s House
John Dos Passos, Manhattan Transfer
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
Ernest Hemingway, In Our Time
Alain Locke, The New Negro
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Anita Loos, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes
Gertrude Stein, The Making of Americans
Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers

1926 Hilda Doolittle, Palimpsest
Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises
Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist and the Racial
Mountain”

1927 Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti executed
Willa Cather, Death Comes for the Archbishop
Ernest Hemingway, Men without Women
V.L. Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought
Bessie Smith, “Backwater Blues”

1928 Djuna Barnes, Ryder and Ladies’ Almanack
W.E.B. Du Bois, Dark Princess: A Romance
Dashiell Hammett, Red Harvest
Nella Larsen, Quicksand
Claude McKay, Home to Harlem

1929 Stock Market crashes on “Black Thursday”
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury
Alyse Gregory, King Log and Lady Lea
Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms
Nella Larsen, Passing
Oliver La Farge, Laughing Boy
Claude McKay, Banjo

1930 Sinclair Lewis is the first U.S. writer to win the Nobel Prize in
Literature
Watsonville (CA) riots
John Dos Passos, 421nd Parallel
William Faulkner, As I Lay Dying
Michael Gold, Jews without Money
Langston Hughes, Not without Laughter

1931 Pearl S. Buck, The Good Earth
William Faulkner, Sanctuary
George Schuyler, Black No More
Edmund Wilson, Axel’s Castle

1932 John Dos Passos, 1919
William Faulkner, Light in August
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Kathleen Tamagawa, Holy Prayers in a Horse’s Ear
Wallace Thurman, Infants of the Spring

1933 21st Amendment to the Constitution repeals Prohibition
Gertrude Stein, Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas
Nathanael West, Miss Lonelyhearts

1934 Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas tour United States
James M. Cain, The Postman Always Rings Twice
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Tender Is the Night
Henry Miller, Tropic of Cancer
Henry Roth, Call It Sleep
Nathanael West, A Cool Million, or, the Dismantling of
Lemuel Pitkin

1935 Harlem race riot
James M. Cain, Double Indemnity
W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America
*Jovita Gonzilez, “Shades of the Tenth Muses” completed
Horace McCoy, They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?
Gertrude Stein, Lectures in America and Narration
H.T. Tsiang, The Hanging on Union Square

1936 Djuna Barnes, Nightwood
John Dos Passos, The Big Money
William Faulkner, Absalom, Absalom!
D’Arcy McNickle, The Surrounded
George Santayana, The Last Puritan: A Memoir in the Form of
a Novel

1937 Ernest Hemingway, To Have and Have Not
Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God
Younghill Kang, East Goes West
Claude McKay, A Long Way from Home
H.T. Tsiang, And China Has Hands

1938 Pearl Buck receives Nobel Prize
Zora Neale Hurston, Tell My Horse

1939 World’s Fair in New York City
Golden Gate Exposition in San Francisco
Raymond Chandler, The Big Sleep

* NB: An asterisk denotes uncertain date of composition or completion of a work.
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John Fante, Ask the Dust

William Faulkner, The Wild Palms [If I Forget Thee,
Jerusalem]

Zora Neale Hurston, Moses, Man of the Mountain

John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath

Nathanael West, The Day of the Locust

1940 James Agee and Walker Evans, Let Us Now Praise Famous
Men
Willa Cather, Sapphira and the Slave Girl
Raymond Chandler, Farewell, My Lovely
Ernest Hemingway, For Whom the Bell Tolls
Langston Hughes, The Big Sea
* Américo Paredes, George Washington Gémez completed
Richard Wright, Native Son

1941 F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Last Tycoon
Lin Yutang, A Leaf in the Storm
Richard Wright, 12 Million Black Voices

1942 Alfred Kazin, On Native Grounds

1943 Magnuson Act repeals the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
Race riots in Detroit, MI; New York, NY; and Los Angeles,
CA (Zoot Suit Riots)
*Jovita Gonzalez and Margaret Elmer [Eve Raleigh],
Caballero: A Historical Novel completed

1945 Chester Himes, If He Hollers, Let Him Go

1946 Carlos Bulosan, America Is in the Heart
Gertrude Stein, Wars I Have Seen

1948 Zora Neale Hurston, Seraph on the Suwanee
Lin Yutang, Chinatown Family

1950 William Faulkner receives Nobel Prize
Jade Snow Wong, Fifth Chinese Daughter

1952 Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man
Ernest Hemingway, The Old Man and the Sea

1953 Raymond Chandler, The Long Goodbye

* NB: An asterisk denotes uncertain date of composition or completion of a work.
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