
       A  HISTORY OF WESTERN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE 

 Th e American West is a complex region that has inspired generations 
of writers and artists. Often portrayed as a quintessential landscape 
that symbolizes promise and progress for a developing nation, the 
American West is also a diverse space that has experienced confl ict-
ing and competing hopes and expectations. While it is frequently 
imagined as a place enabling dreams of new beginnings for settler 
communities, it is likewise home to long-standing Indigenous popu-
lations as well as other ethnic and racial groups, who have often pro-
duced diff erent visions of the land. Th is History encompasses the 
intricacy of western American literature by exploring myriad genres 
and cultural movements, from ecocriticism, settler colonial studies, 
and transnational theory to race, ethnic, gender, and sexuality stud-
ies. Written by a host of leading literary historians and literary critics, 
this book off ers readers insight into the West as a site that sustains 
canonical and emerging authors alike, and as a region that exceeds 
national boundaries in addressing long-standing global concerns and 
developments. 

  Susan Kollin  is Professor of English at Montana State University 
at Bozeman and served as President of the Western Literature 
Association in 2004. Editor of  Postwestern Cultures: Literature, Th eory, 
Space , she is also the author of  Nature’s State:  Imagining Alaska as 
the Last Frontier  and  Captivating Westerns:  Th e Middle East in the 
American West.    
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and transnational American literature. Her essays have appeared in 
 American Literary History, Contemporary Literature, Modern Fiction 
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   Nathaniel Lewis   teaches English and directs the Environmental 
Studies Program at St. Michael’s College in Vermont. In addition to 
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American literature, fi lm, and music. His most recent book is  Under 
a Bad Sign:  Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular 
Culture .  
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