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This book addresses maritime piracy by focusing on the unique and fascinating issues
arising in the course of domestic piracy prosecutions, from the pursuit and apprehen-
sion of pirates to their trials and imprisonment. It examines novel matters not addressed
in other published works, such as the challenges of preserving and presenting evidence
in piracy trials, establishing the rights of pirate defendants, and contending with alleged
pirates who are juveniles. A more thorough understanding of modern piracy trials and
the precedent they have established is critical to scholars, practitioners, and the broader
community interested in counter-piracy efforts, because these prosecutions are likely to
be the primary judicial mechanism for contending with pirate activity in the future.

Michael P. Scharf is interim dean and the John Deaver Drinko-Baker & Hostetler
Professor of Law at the Case Western Reserve University School of Law. He is also
managing director of the Nobel Peace Prize-nominated Public International Law and
Policy Group. He is the author of 17 books, including, most recently, Shaping Foreign
Policy in Times of Crisis (2010) and Customary International Law in Times of Funda-
mental Change: Recognizing Grotian Moments (2013). During the George H. W. Bush
and Clinton administrations, Scharf served in the Office of the Legal Adviser of the U.S.
Department of State.

Michael A. Newton is an expert on accountability and conduct-of-hostilities issues and
Professor of the Practice of Law at the Vanderbilt University Law School. He has
published more than 8o articles and book chapters, as well as opinion pieces in
the New York Times, the International Herald Tribune, and other newspapers. In
addition to having written numerous articles on issues of international law, he is the
author of Enemy of the State: The Trial and Execution of Saddam Hussein (2014,
co-authored with Michael Scharf) and Proportionality in International Law (2014, co-
authored with Larry May), as well as the senior editor of Terrorism: International Case
Law Reporter (2007—2012, updated annually).

Milena Sterio is the associate dean for faculty enrichment and the Charles R. Emrick
Jr—Calfee Halter & Griswold Professor at Cleveland State University’s Marshall
College of Law. She has published in the American University Law Review, the
Connecticut International Law Journal, and the Fordham International Law Journal,
among other journals. She is the author of The Right to Self-Determination under
International Law: “Selfistans,” Secession and the Great Powers’ Rule (2012).
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Michael A. Newton is an expert on accountability and conduct of hostilities issues.
Over the course of his career, he has published more than 7o articles and book
chapters, as well as opinion pieces for the New York Times, the International Herald
Tribune, and other papers. Professor Newton is a member of the International
Institute of Humanitarian Law and the International Bar Association. At Vander-
bilt, he developed and teaches the innovative International Law Practice Lab and
develops externships and other educational opportunities for students interested in
international legal issues. Professor Newton currently serves on the executive
council of the American Society of International Law (ASIL) and has previously
served on its Task Force on U.S. Policy toward the International Criminal Court
and on an experts group in support of the Task Force on Genocide Prevention
established by the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and the U.S. Institute of
Peace. He has supervised Vanderbilt law students working in support of the
Public International Law Policy Group to advise the governments of Afghanistan,
Kosovo, Sri Lanka, Kenya, Uganda, and other nations. Professor Newton negotiated
the Elements of Crimes document for the International Criminal Court and
coordinated the interface between the FBI and the ICTY while deploying into
Kosovo to do the forensics fieldwork in support of the Milosevic indictment. As the
senior advisor to the Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes Issues in the U.S. State
Department, Professor Newton implemented a wide range of policy positions
related to the law of armed conflict, including U.S. support to accountability
mechanisms worldwide. He was the senior member of the team that taught
international law to the first group of Iragis who began to think about accountabil-
ity mechanisms and a constitutional structure in November 2000. He subsequently
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assisted in drafting the Statute of the Iraqi High Tribunal, and he served as
International Law Advisor to the Iraqi Judicial Chambers in 2006 and 2007.
Professor Newton has taught Iraqi jurists on seven other occasions, both inside
and outside Iraq, and as part of the academic consortium he assists Vanderbilt
students in providing substantive advice to the lawyers in Iraq. He served as the
U.S. representative on the U.N. Planning Mission for the Sierra Leone Special
Court and was also a member of the Special Court academic consortium. From
January 1999 to August 2000, he served in the State Department’s Office of War
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armor officer in the 4th Battalion, 68th Armor, Fort Carson, Colorado, until
his selection for the Judge Advocate General’s Funded Legal Education Program.
As an operational military attorney, he served with the U.S. Army Special Forces
Command (Airborne), Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in support of units participat-
ing in Desert Storm. Following duty as the chief of operational law, he served as the
group judge advocate for the 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne). He deployed on
Operation Provide Comfort to assist Kurdish civilians in Northern Iraq, as well as
on a number of other exercises and operations. From 1993 to 1995 he was reassigned
as the brigade judge advocate for the 194th Armored Brigade (Separate), during
which time he organized and led the human rights and rules of engagement
education for all multinational forces and international police deploying into Haiti.
He subsequently was appointed as a professor of international and operational law
at the Judge Advocate General’s School in Charlottesville, Virginia, from 1996 to
1999. He currently serves as senior editor of the Terrorism International Case Law
Reporter series published annually by Oxford University Press. Professor Newton
has made numerous appearances on CNN, BBC, Court TV, and NPR, among
other media outlets. He has written opinion pieces for the New York Times and the
International Herald Tribune and has been widely quoted in print and broadcast
media. Along with numerous published law review articles on issues of inter-
national law, he is the author of Enemy of the State: The Trial and Execution of
Saddam Hussein, published by St. Martin’s Press in 2009.

Michael P. Scharf is the Interim Dean, John Deaver Drinko-Baker & Hostetler
Professor of Law, Associate Dean for Global Legal Studies, and Director of the
Frederick K. Cox International Law Center at Case Western Reserve University
School of Law. Scharf is the author of 74 scholarly articles and 14 books, including
Balkan Justice, which was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize in Letters in 1997;
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which was awarded the ASIL’s
Certificate of Merit for outstanding book in 1999; Peace with Justice and Enemy of
the State, which won the International Association of Penal Law’s book of the year
award for 2003 and 2009; Shaping Foreign Policy in Times of Crisis, published by
Cambridge University Press in 2010; and Customary International Law in Times of
Fundamental Change: Recognizing Grotian Moments, published by Cambridge
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United Nations Human Rights Commission. In February 2005, Scharf and
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Milosevic, Charles Taylor, and Saddam Hussein. During a sabbatical in 2008,
Scharf served as Special Assistant to the Chief Prosecutor of the Cambodia
Genocide Tribunal. A graduate of Duke University School of Law (Order of the
Coif and High Honors) and judicial clerk to Judge Gerald Bard Tjoflat on
the Eleventh Circuit Federal Court of Appeals, Scharf is an internationally recog-
nized expert who has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and
the House Armed Services Committee and has appeared frequently in the national
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Milena Sterio is Associate Dean for Faculty Enrichment and the Charles R.
Emrick Jr—Calfee Halter & Griswold Professor at Cleveland State University’s
Marshall College of Law. Professor Sterio earned her law degree, magna cum
laude, from Cornell Law School in 2002. At Cornell, she was Order of the Coif,
general editor of the Cornell International Law Journal, and a member of
Phi Beta Kappa. In 2003, she earned a master’s degree, cum laude, in Private
International Law from the University Paris I-Pantheon-Sorbonne; in 2002, she
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Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton and an Adjunct Law Professor at Cornell,
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